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It  is  againft  the  franchife  of  the  knd  for  freemen  to  "be  taxed,  but 
t>y  their  own  confent.  Sir  Edward  Coke. 

Resolved — That  the  ancient  and  undoubte " 
men  are — that  he  hath  a  full  and  abfolute  prof      v  ...  *n>  goods  and 
eftate,  and  cannot  be  taxed  but  by  common  confent. 

Comm.  Jour.  N.  i.  p.  87$. 

A  tax  granted  by  the  parliament  of  England  fhall  not  bind  thofeof 
Ireland,  becaufe  they  are  not  fummoned  to  our  parliament. 

Opinion  of  the  judges  of  England,  20th  of  Henry  VI. 

Ireland  hath  a  parliament  of  its  own,  and  maketh  *~4  aitejreth 
laws,  and  our  ftatutes  do  not  bind  them,  becaufe  they 
knights  to  our  parliament. 

Opinion  of  the  judges  of  England,  2d  of  Rich.  III. 

Yoo  have  no  right  to  tax  America — I  rejoice  that  America  has  re- 
fitted—two millions  of  our  fellow  fubjecls,  fo  loft  to  every  fenfe<of 
virtue  as  tamely  t»  give  up  their  liberties,  would  be  fit  inftruments  to 
impofe  chains  upon  the  reft.  Lord  Chatham. 

My  refearches  have  more  and  more  convinced  me  that  you  have  no 
right  to  tax  America. — I  will  maintain  it  with  my  laft  breath — taxa- 
tion and  reprcfcutatioa  are  infeparablc.  Lord  Camden. 




AN       APPEAL. 
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State  of  contention  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  is  net 
only  difagreeable  but  dangerous.  We  have  every  influence  of 
intereft  and  affection  to  attach  us  to  each  other,  and  make  us  wifh  to 
preferve  the  union  indiffoluble.  The  fame  laws,  the  fame  religion, 
the  fame  conftitution,  the  fame  feelings,  fentiment.s  and  habits,  are  a 
common  bleiTing  and  a  common  caufe.  We  have  thefe  general  bene- 
fits to  defend  againft  the  reft  of  the  world,  which  is  hoAile  to  all,  or 
to  the  greater  part  of  them. 

With  ties  fo  ftrong  to  bind  us  to  each  other,  is  ft  not  ftrange,  is  it 
not  deplorable,  that  we  {hould  differ?  Do  they  who  talk  of  chaflifing 
our  colonies,  and  reducing  them  to  obedience,  con{icfer  how  much  wc 
hazard  when  we  difTolve  thefe  ties?  What  are  we  tofubftitute  in  their 
place? — Force  and  fear — which  Tacitus  wifely  tells  us,  are  infirma  vin- 
cula>  qua  ubi  removeris,  qui  timere  defierintt  odijje  incipient—"  infecure 
•'  reftraints,  and  always  fucceeded  by  inveterate  hatred."  When  thefe 
confequences  follow  from  the  coercive  meafures  we  are  nowpurfuing* 
will  the  counfellors,  who  have  impelled  us  to  them,  by  representations 
not,  I  am  fure,  very  fair,  defend  us  from  their  fatal  effects  ? 

It  is  from  experien.ee  only  that  nations  learn  wifdom.  But  unhap- 
pily fometimes  the  injury  of  the  experiment  \s  irretrievable.  We  have 
too  much  reafon,  I  think,  to  apprehend  that  this  will  be  the  event  of 
our  prefent  conduit,  The  courfe  of  the  hit  war  gave  us  proof  of  the 
Arength  and  fuccefs  which  arifes  from  the  cordial  attachment  of  our 
colonies;  and,  in  all  human  probability,  the  next  war  will  convince 
us  of  the  feehlenefs  which  flows  from  their  difafFection.  I  hope  to 
prove,  inconteftibly,  that  they  aided  us  during  the  laft  war  with  a 
degree  of  zeal  and  efficacy  which  we  can  never  again  expect,  at  leafl? 
unlefs  our  language  and  conduct  be  totally  reverfed.  The  war  found 
us  united;  irwas  conducted  glorioufly  upon  the  ftrengthof  that  union; 
and  left  us  in  perfect  harmony.  Unhappy  were  the  cpuncils  which 
disturbed  that  harmony;  unhappy  was  the  idea  of  taxation,  which, 
without  being  productive  of  any  one  of  the  benefits  expected  from  it, 
has  given  birth  to  a  thoufand  calamities  which  were  not  forefeen. 
From  the  aera  of  this  innovation  we  are  to  date  all  the  difturbances 
which  have  fhaken  the  whole  empire  ;  and  which,  if  we  do  not  treat 
them  with  more  wifdom>  mult  inevitably  end  in  the  diflblution  of  all 
American  dependence  on  the  parent  flate. 

In  1755  the  Lords  pronounced  the  Americans  to  be  "  a  great  body 
"  of  brave  and  faithful  fubjects  *".  Let  this  be  complied  with  the 
language  of  their  laft  addrefs,  and  it  v/iiifeew  the  flippy  effect  of  our 
late  proceedings. 

In  conlidering  this  fubject,  two  yerj  material quefjon  «imm*di;,ely 
prefent  themfelves. 

A  2  K\itU 

*  See  sfjjokrjgfBv^r.  u>  i%t% 
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Whether  -we  have  a  right  U  tax  the  colonies  ?  and,  Whether  it  he*  expe- 
dient to  exercife  that  right  ? 

\i  a  difpaflionate  examination  mould  mew,  that  both  of  either  of 
thefe  muft  be  anfwered  in  the  negative ;  it  will  prove,  that  our  prefent 
meafures  are  not  dictated  by  political  wifdom. 

In  order  to  determine  whether  we  have  a  right  to  tax  the  colonies, 
we  muft  confider  the  nature  of  taxation — in  whom  the  right  of  grant- 
ing money  refides— -and  from  whence  that  right  arifes. 

Taxation,  conftitutionally  fpeaking,  is  the  giving  and  granting  the 
property  of  the  people,  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons  authorized  by 
them,  who  are  called  their  delegates  or  reprefentatives.  From  hence 
it  follows,  that  the  right  of  impofing  taxes  refides  originally  in  the 
people,  and  then  in  the  reprefentative  body  ;  and  that  it  arifes  from 
the  delegation  of  the  people. 

The  very  idea  ot  property  involves  in  it  an  exclufive  right  of  giving 
it  by  the  immediate  or  intermediate  confent  of  the  pofleflbr.  For  as 
Mr.  Locke  fays,  What  property  can  I  have  in  that  which  another  may 
take  away  at  his  pleafure?  It  is  therefore  a  fundamental  principle  in 
our  conftitution,  and  was,  until  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  the  in- 
variable practice  of  it,  that  the  property  of  the  people,  not  one  man  ex- 
cepted, could  not  be  granted  but  with  his  own  confent,  given  by  him- 
felf  or  his  reprefentative  chofen  by  himfelf.  It  was  upon  this  principle 
that,  until  that  reign,  every  man  in  the  kingdom  gave  his  vote,  or 
had  a  right  to  give  his  vote,  for  the  election  of  a  reprefentative,  on 
whom  that  power  was  devolved.  Thefeventh  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
made  upon  complaint  of  this  right  having  been  dlfturbed,  ordains, 
that  all  the  people  mall  elect  indifferently.  Their  being  refidents  in 
the  country  is  the  only  qualification  required.  It  was  not  until  the 
eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  that  the  pofTeflion  of  forty  (hillings^ 
annum,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  was  made  neceffary  to  give  a  right 
of  voting;  which  qualification  was,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  fame 
reign,  reftric"ted  to  freehold  in  the  county.  It  is  plain  from  this,  that 
the  writers  who  have  controverted  Mr  Locke's  pofition,  that,  upon 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  "  the  fupreme  power  cannot  take 
*'  away  any  man's  property  without  his  confent,"  were  unacquainted 
as  well  with  the  principles  as  the  practice  of  the  conftitution,  or  art- 
fully mifreprefented  them.  This  view  of  our  conftitution  fhewsalfo 
the  propriety  of  that  emphatical  and  brilliant  expreflion  of  Lord  Cam- 
den, that— "  there  was  not  a  blade  of  grafs  which,  when  taxed,  was 
not  taxed  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietor." 

That  taxation  and  representation  are  conftitutionally  infeparable, 
and  that  it  was  the  fixed  principle  of  government,  that  the  property  of 
the  people  could  be  given  by  their  confent  only,  fignified  by  their  re- 
prefentatives, chofen  by  themfelves;  appears  beyond  controverfy,  both 
from  general  confiderations,  and  from  a  variety  of  particular  proofs, 
arifing  from  ancient  and  undoubted  records. 

The  general  confiderations  which  fupport  thefe  positions  are — That 
it  is  an  eternal  law  of  nature,  fo  incident  to  and  infeparable  from  the 
very  idea  of  property,  that  no  property  can  exifl  without  it.  '*  What- 
"  ever  is  a  man's  own,  no  other  perfon  can  have  a  right  to  take  from 

"  him, 
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,€  him,  without  his  confent,  expreffed  by  hitnfelf  or  his  reprefentative. 
"  Whoever  attempts  to  do  it,  attempts  an  injury  ;  whoever  does  it 
44  commits  a  robbery — he  throws  down  and  deitioys  the  diflinclion 
"  between  liberty  and  llavery."  Nor  is  this  the  difcovery  of  Mr 
Locke,  or  the  peculiar  provifion  of  the  Englifti  conflitution.  It  was 
long  fince  fet  forth  by  Cicero,  in  thefe  words,  Hac  flint  fundament a  fir- 
miffima  libertatis,  fin  quemquc  juris  retinendi  at  demiitendi  ejje  arbitrium. 
41  The  power  of  giving  and  withholding  is  the  flrongeft  foundationof 
liberty."  Ir  pervaded  every  feudal  conflitution  in  Europe,  and  was  exer- 
cifed  with  as  much  precision  and  jealoufy  by  the  States  of  France  and 
the  Cortes  or  Spain,  as  by  the  Engliih  Houfe  of  Commons.  Auxilia,  fays 
Bracton,  fiunt  d°.  gratia,  et  non  de  jure  ;  cum  dependeant  ex  gratia  tenen- 
tium,  et  Tion  ad  voluntatem  dominorum*.  *'*  Aids  are  of  favour,  not  of 
"  right,  fince  they  flow  from  the  good-will  of  the  tenant,  not  from 
41  the  pleafure  of  the  lord."  Or  Robertfon  tells  us,  "  When  any  ex- 
"  traordinary  aid  was  granted  by  freemen  to  their  fovereign,  it  was 
4i  purely  voluntary  f."  And  again,  "  It  was  a  fundamental  principle 
4(  in  the  feudal  fyftem  of  policy,  that  no  freeman  could  be  taxed  unlefs 
"  by  his  own  confent  J."  Every  one  knows,  from  the  moft  authen- 
tic accounts,  that  in  the  German  conflitution,  from  its  earliefi:  date, 
all  the  people  had  a  right  to  be  prefent  in  their  aflemblies,  and  a/Tent  to 
what  bound  them  :  De  minoribus  principes  confultant ;  de  majoribus  mi- 
nes §,  "  In  ordinary  affairs  the  chief  decided  ;  in  extraordinary  ones, 
41  the  whole  community."  Hotoman  informs  us,  that  in  France  it 
was  not  lawful  to  debate  on  any  thing  concerning  the  com  r  on  wealth, 
but  in  the  general  council  of  the  State  ||.  So  tenacious  were  they  in 
Spain  of  this  general  confent,  that  in  the  Cortes  it  was  neceflary  every 
member  fhould  give  his  client  before  the  ac*t  was  binding  •*.  And  I  am 
well  informed,  that  at  this  very  day,  no  taxes  can  be  railed  upon  the 
free  cities  of  Bruflels,  Antwerp,  &c.  even  by  the  Em prefe  Queen, 
without  the  confenc  of  every  individual  citizen  who  is  prefent  in  the 
aflembly. 

To  the  facred,  eternal,  and  univerfal  right  of  giving  property,  even 
a  tyrant  of  the  north  has  been  obliged  to  bear  his  testimony.  We  have 
heard  the  prefent  king  of  Sweden  publicly  declare  to  his  people — that 
to  be  taxed  by  others  was  repugnant  to  the  molt  precious  part  of  their 
liberty,  which  confifts  in  taxing  themfelves.  "  To  this  right,"  fays 
he,  "  of  the  nation  to  tax  itfelf,  I  would  have  the  grefltefi  attention 
•'  paid,  becaufe  I  am  engaged  by  oath  to  let  my  fubjtcls  enjoy  their 
"  liberties  md  privileges,   without  any  reft ricl ion." 

From  thefe  external  proofs  and  illuftrations  of  the  doclrinc,  that  the 
confent  of  the  owner  is  effcntial  to  the  jufl  difpofal  of  propti  ty,  fo  that 
the  fupreme  power  cannot,  and  never  could,  in  any  free  Rate,  take 
away  any  man's  property  without  his  confent;  we  come  m>\v  to  de- 
monflrate  it  from  the  practice  of  our  own  conflitution. 

It  is  certain,  that  originally,  and  before  theConquefr,  the  right  of 
being  prefent  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  in  which  grants,  if 
any,  were  made,  belonged  to  every  freeman  in  the  kingdom.     In  an 

ancient 

*  L.  i,  c.  19.  f  Hift.  Charts  V.  p.  36c.  \  lb.  p.  36.  §  Tacitus. 

|1   Franco-GaUia,  c.  xi.       ,       *f  Marteil  Cort.  de  Arrag. 
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ancient  record,  quoted  by  my  lord  Coke,  fo  far  back  as  the  reign  of 
Canute,  in  the  year  ic^o,  the  parliament  is  faid  to  have  confifted  not 
only  of  great  men,  but — quamplurimis  gregariis  militibus,  ac  cum  populi 
multitudine  copiofa\  ac  omnibus  adhuc  in  eodem  parliament o  perfonaliter 
extflentibus  votis  regis  unanimiter  confentientibus,  praceptum  et  decre- 
tumfuit*.  "  A  great  many  common  tenants,  and  a  multitude  of  the 
*'  people;  it  was  ordered  and  decreed  by  all  of  them  perfonally  pre- 
"  fent  and  unanimously  confenting  to  the  king's  defire." 

The  fame  recognition  of  the  light  of  alTent  in  every  individual,  to 
the  difpofal  of  his  property,  we  find  thus  declared  in  Magna  Charta: 
— "  And  for  this  our  gift  and  grant  of  thefe  liberties,  and  of  other 
"  contained  in  our  charter  of  liberties  of  our  forefr,  the  archbifhops, 
"  bifhops,  abbots,  priors,  earls,  barons,  knights,  freeholders,  and 
"  other  ourfubjedts,  have  given  unto  us  the  fifteenth  part  of  all  their 
«e  moveables  f."  It  was  not  the  fupreme  power,  whether  you  mean 
by  that  the  King,  or  the  Parliament,  as  it  is  now  conftituted,  nor  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  parliament  afTembled,  but  the  people 
themfelves,  every  one  having  a  right  to  be  prefent  and  confent  to  the 
grant  or  difpofal  of  his  property. 

Upon  the  fame  ground,  the  king,  in  the  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  con- 
cedendoy  declares,  "  that,  no  tallage  or  aid  mall  be  taken  or  levied, 
"  by  us  or  our  heirs,  in  our  realm,  without  the  good-will  and  aflentof 
"  the  archbifhops,  bifhops,  earls,  barons,  knights,  burgefles,  and 
*'  other  freemen  of  the  land%?  And  the  more  exprefsly  to  fhew  how 
neceflary  the  confent  of  every  individual  was  deemed,  to  the  gifts  which 
affected  his  property,  the  fame  ftatute  fays,  '*  No  officer  of  ours,  or 
"  of  our  heirs,  (hall  take  corn,  leather,  cattle,  or  any  other  goods  of 
u.  any  manner  of  perfon,  without  the  good-will  and  aflentof  the  party  to 
"  iv  horn,  the  goods  belong" 

Edward  the  Firft,  or  theEnglifh  Juilinian,  was  the  wifeft  and  moft 
magnanimous  of  our  princes;  and  as  he  had  too  much  juftice  to  refufe 
what  heknew  to  be  the  inherent  rightof  his  people,  fohehad  toomuch 
wifdom  and  courage  to  be  deluded  or  compelled  into  a  conccfTion 
which  was  not  ftrictly  confVitutional.  This  ftatute  is  therefore  de- 
servedly held  in  great  veneration,  and  is  of  high  authority.  M.  de 
Lolme;  a  very  figacious  refearcher  into  the  principles  of  our  conftitu- 
tion,  calls  it,  "  an  important  ftatute,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
*•  Magna  Charta,  forms  the  bafis  of  the  Englifh  conftitution.  If  it  is 
"  from  the  latter,"  fays  he,  4<  that  the  Englifh  ought  to  date  the  orj- 
*'  gin  of  their  liberty,  it  is  to  the  former  they  owe  its  fecurity.  If  the 
M  Great  Charter  is  the  rampart  that  defends  the  liberties  of  every  in- 
"  dividual,  it  is  this  ftatute  that  protects  the  Grand  Charter  itfelf ; 
"  and  by  which  the  peeple  were  enabled  to  make  the  law  fupcrior  to 
"  the  will  of  the  crown  §." 

In  the  courfe  of  time,  the  acting  by  deputation,  which  was  adopted 
for  convenience  at  firft,  became  a  fettled  practice.  Still,  however,  no 
freeman,  of  whatever  denomination,  was  denied  the  right  of  voting 
for  him  who  was  to  flgnify  his  aiTent,  or  be  his  reprefentative  in  par- 
liament, till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  when  that  right  was  re- 

ilriaei 
*Trcf.  totbe^thRep.  tC.37.Arh4.  t34Edvr.Lc.i,t,  §eonmt.dcl'AngIeterrcp.2§. 
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ftricted  to  perfons  having  a  freehold  of  forty  (hillings  annual  value  *. 
This  alteration  in  the  fyftem  introduced  two  kinds  of  reprefentation  ; 
real  and  virtual.  They  who  retained  the  right  or  voting  were  really 
reprefented  ;  they  who  did  not  vote,  but  yet  were  (hielded  and  fecured 
in  their  portion  of  property  by  the  electors  and  elected  bearing  their 
proportion  in  the  grants  made,  were  virtually  reprefented.  Still, 
however,  as  the  real  electors,  though  greatly  circumfcribed  in  num- 
ber, owned  far  the  greater  part  of  the  lay  property  of  the  kingdom, 
the  original  idea  of  the  grants  being  made  by  common  confent  conti- 
nued, and  governed  all  the  parliamentary  forms  in  voting  fupplies. 
The  commons  are  faid  to  give  and  grant,  the  king  thanks  his  good 
people  for  their  benevolence,  and  the  lords  are  not  permitted  to  ori- 
ginate, alter,  or  amend  a  money  bill.  There  is  but  one  inftance  with- 
in my  knowledge,  in  which  the  houfe  of  lords  were  fuffered  to  violate 
this  rule.  This  was  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second,  wherein  the 
houfe  of  commons  are  faid  to  have  afTented  to  an  impoiltion  which 
originated  in  the  upper  houfe.  It  is  true,  that  on  the  patent  roll, 
3  Edward  I.  and  in  a  variety  of  other  inftances,  they  gave  feparately, 
and  of  their  own  property ;  but  thefe  are  additional  proofs  how  pre- 
valent the  idea  was,  that  property  could  be  given  only  and  abfolutely 
by  thofe  who  owned  it.  ■•$* 

Lord  Clarendon  fays,  the  origin  of  fupplies  in  the  commons  had  ne- 
ver been  difputcd  ia  the  worft  of  times,  and  that  the  lords  acknow- 
ledged it  in  1 640  f.  We  are  told  in  the  Cafe  Stated  J,  a  work  known 
to  be  written  under  the  infpection  of  the  lords — that  the  lords  fay,  "as 
"  f  what  concerns  their  rights  and  privileges,  they  pretend  not  to 
"  be  the  beginners  of  any  charge,  to  be  laid  on  the  eftatesof  the  fub- 
'•  ject,  n©r  to  increafe  or  augment  any  that  is  already  laid  by  the  houfe 
*'  of  commons.  This  they  conceive  to  be  againlt  the  intendment  of 
"  the  law,  9  H.4.  and  the  practice  of  parliaments  ever  fince." 

Is  it  poilible  that  any  ©ne  can,  confiftent  with  common  fenfe,  de- 
duce the  fole  and  incommunicable  pofTeiTion  of  this  right  of  giving  and 
granting  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  any  other  origin  than  that 
of  their  rcprefenting  the  people  ?  This  proof,  therefore,  would  be 
alone  fufficient  to  (hew,  that  both  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the 
conftitution,  reprefentation  and  taxation  are  infeparable,  and  that  it  is 
not  the  three  eftates,  but  thofe  whom  the  people  elect,  who  reprefent 
them. 

But  this  pofition  is  ftill  farther  fupported  by  theconftant  practice  of 
the  clergy  in  convocation.  The  clergy  were  fubject  to  the  general 
controul  and  fuperintending  power  of  thefupreme  legiflatnre ;  but  par- 
liament never  attempted  to  tax  them,  while  they  were  reprefented  in 
convocation  and  not  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Whenever  they  con- 
tributed to  thefupport  of  government,  they  did  it  by  their  own  con- 
fent, fignified  in  their  convocation,  in  which  my  lord  Coke  fays,  they 
were  all  by  reprefentation,  or  in  perfon  prefent  [|.  It  appears  by  the 
roll  of  the  4  Rcc.  2.  N«.  13,  14.  that  when  the  houfe  of  commons  of- 
fered 

*  It  may  be  welt  qucftionei  (according  to  the  principles  of  Mr  Locke)  whether  parlia- 
ment had  any  juft  right  to  take  away  from  its  condiments  lb  eflential  a  privil"ge. 
f  V  t.  p.  134.  i  P.  11  j.  |i   7  Co,  73. 
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fcred  10  grant  aqtfiid,  if  the  clergy  would  pay  one  third,  as  they  pof- 
fefTed  a  third  of  the  realm,  the  cleigy  aniwered — They  were  not  to 
grant  aids  by  parliament,  and  therefore  willed  the  commons  to  do 
their  duty,  and  they  would  do  theirs.  This  is  in  effect  the  language 
of  America,  yet  it  is  idly  called  a  flrange  new-fangled  doctrine.  A 
.doctrine  as  pld  as  the  cdnftitution  itfelf,  interwoven  in  its  very  fta- 
mina,  drawn  from  the  firft  principles  of  natural  jutlice,  and  effential 
rto  the  exiftence  of  property. 

From  all  thefe general  views  of  the  conflitution,  both  in  its  princi- 
ples and  practice,  it  appears  to  be  one  uniform  and  inviolable  rule, 
that  property  could  not  be  given  but  by  confent.  Whether  that  confent 
was  fignified  in  perfon,  or  by  reprefentation,  was  a  matter  merely  of 
convenience.  So  much  fo  indeed,  that  every  one  knows  the  repre* 
fentatives  were  formerly  paid  for  their  trouble  in  attending  upon  the 
bufinefs  of  the  whole.  The  act  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  which  prefcribed 
a  qualification  for  electors,  regulated  the  exercife,  but  did  not  abolifh 
the  right :  for  there  is  a  tnanifeft  and  eternal  difference  between  regu- 
Jating  the  mode  in  which  a  right  may  be  enjoyed,  and  eftablifhing  a 
principle  which  entirely*  annihilates  that  right.  To  eftablifti  the 
power  of  theBritidi  parliament  to  give  and  giant  the  property  of  the 
people  of  America,  is  molt  clearly  to  annihilate  their  right  of  confent- 
ing  to  the  difpofal  of  that  property,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  perfon  or 
by  reprefentation. 

How  far  this  is  confident  with  the  exiftence  of  property,  with  the 
principles  and  practice  of  all  free  conftitutions,  and  efpecially  of  our 
own,  I  have  already  furniftied  the  reader  with  the  general  means  of 
judging.  I  fhalt  now  proceed  to  fhew,  that  the  fame  principle  per- 
vades and  governs  the  particular  inftances,  in  which  h  was  neceflary 
that  difiintl  parts  of  the  empire  fhould  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, in  doing  whieh  their  own  confent  was  always  deemed  in,- 
difpenfable. 

In  the  tenth  year  of  Edward  the  Firft,  this  prince  being  under  a  ne- 
ceflky  of  demanding  fupplies,  applied  to  his  fubjects  in  Ireland;  fepa- 
rately  to  follicit  a  loan  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  war  againft 
Wales*.  Unfettled  as  the  ftatc  of  Ireland  then  was,  the  right  of 
granting  their  owq  property  was  confidered  as  fo  efTential  to  an  Eriglifli 
fubj?ct,  that  the  application  was  not  made  to  the  parliament  at  Weft- 
minfter,  but  to  the  people  themfelves,  whofe  money  waj  to  be  given. 

When  the  fame  prince  was  again  in  diitrefs,  he  applied  firft  to  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  for  an  additional  fifteenth  of  the  fpirituaities,  and 
they  peremptorily  refufed  to  comply  with  the  requifition.  The  king 
jrefpected  the  right  of  refufmg,  though  the  refufal  itielf  was  fo  griev- 
ous a  difappointment  to  him.  He  therefore  neither  called  in  the  ab- 
folute  power  of  his  Englifh  parliament,  nor  of  his  army,  to  enforce 
■thd  requifition,  but  applied  to  the  laity  of  Ireland,  from  whom  he  re 
ceived  more  fatisfaction.  DrLeland  tells  us,  that  "  after  fome  alter- 
cation and  delay,  they  granted  him  a  fifteenth  of  their  effects  f."  Thus 
this  magnanimous  prince,  well  fatisfied  that  it  was  the  inherent  right 
©f  an  Englifh  fubject,  not  to  have  his  property  taken  from  him.  but 
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by  his  own  confent,  given  by  himfelf,  or  by  his  reprefcntative  chofen 
by  him  (elf,  whether  that  fubject  was  in  England  ur  Ireland,  heap- 
plied  to  him  or  to  his  reprefcntative  for  the  fupplies  which  were  to 
arife  out  of  his  property. 

But  we  find  the  inseparable  connexion  of  reprefentation  and  taxa- 
tion (till  more  irrefragably  proved,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third. 

I  will  Aate  the  iranfaclion  in  the  words  of  Dr.Leland.  It  is  diflin- 
gui(hed  and  dcciflve. 

**  The  parliament  of  England  grew  uneafy  under  the  burthen  of 
41  fupporting  the  king's  Iri(h  dominions;  they  remonflrated;  they 
"  foliciied,  that  Ariel:  enquiry  (hould  be  made  into  the  deficiencies  of 
"  the  royal  revenues  in  this  realm.  The  king  was  no  lefs  impatient 
"  to  find  any  part  of  the  fupplies  deftined  to  his  military  fervice,  di- 
"  verted  to  a  purpofe  which  he  deemed  of  much  lefs  moment,  the  fup- 
"  port  of  a  difordered  government  in  Ireland.  An  agent,  called  Ni- 
M  cholas  Dagworth,  was  difpatched  into  this  country:  his  inflruc- 
14  tions  were  to  reprefent  the  neeeflities  of  the  crown,  and  the  grie- 
M  vous  deficiencies  of  the  IriQi  revenue  ;  to  convince  the  king's  mi- 
•■  niftersof  the  necelTity  of  exerting  themfehesfor  the  interert  of  their 
royal  mafler.  It  was  particularly  directed,  that  anliifh  parliament 
fhould  be  convened  without  delay,  for  the  puipofe  of  granting  fuch 
a  liberal  fubfidy,  as  fhould  provide  not  only  for  the  exigences  of 
*'  their  own  (late,  but  for  the  afliftance  of  their  fovt  reign  in  his  fo- 
*'  reign   wars.     The  parliament  was  aiTemblcd  ;  they  pleaded  the  fo- 

II  vcrty  of the  realm,  and  refufed  the  fupplies.  Edward  was  provoked  ; 
"   he  ifTued  his  writs  of  fummons  both  to  the  clergy  tnd  laity.     The 

4  bifhops  were  commanded  to  chufe  two  of  the  clergy  in  each  dio* 
"  cefe ;  the  commons  to  chufe  two  laymen  in  each  coumy,  tore- 
"  prefent  the  lords  and  commons  in  that  county;  the  cities  and  bo- 
M  roughs  in  like  manner,  each  to  cleft  two  citizens  and  burgefles. 
li  The  afiembly  was  directed  to  repair  to  the  king  in  England,  to 
**  treat,  confult,   and  agree  with  him  and  his  council,  as  well  on  the 

1  government  of  the  land  of  Ii eland,  as  the  aid  and  fupport  of  the 
"  king's  war." 

We   have  the  anfwers  of  the  archbiOiop  of  Aimagh,  and  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,   to  this  fummons  dillintrly  recorded.     "Wetie 

4  not  bound,  [aid  the  prelate,  agreeable  to  the  liberties,  privilege?, 
••  tights,  laws  and  cufloms  of  the  chinch  and  land  of  Ireland,  to 
»*  elect  any  of  our  clergy,  and  to  fend  them  to  any  part  of  England, 
'*  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  parliaments  or  councils  in  England  ;  yet 
»'  or  account  of  cur  reverence  to  our  lord  the  king  of  England,  and 
,{  the  now  imminent  neceflity  of  the  land  nforcfuid,  faling  to  us,  and 
i'  to  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  faid  land,  all  tights,  piivileges,  li- 
,4  bertics,  laws  and   cufloms  before  men t i  ? i •  t d ,   we  ha\e  elecled  ic- 

'  prefentatives  to  repair  to  the  king  in  England,  to  tnttil  and  confils 

4   with    him    and   his  council;  except,    however,   that   we  do  by  no 

4  means  grant  to  our  faid  reprefentatives  an)  power  of  a/Tenting  to 
1  any  burthens   or  fuhfidies  to  be  hnpofed   co  us  oi  out  clergy,   to 

5  which  we  cannot  )ield,  by  reafun  of  our  poverty  and  d;-.i!y  vxpem  e 
'  in  de-ending  the  land  againft  the  Irifh  enemy. 

4<  In  like  manner  we  find  the  county  of  Dublin  at  firft  elecled  their 
'   reprefcntative?,  without  power  or  authority  ty  cenfect  to  theimpo- 
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fition  o;  any  burdens.  The  king  complained  of  the  election  as  in- 
efficient and  irregular,  and  the  fherirf  was  directed  to  make  another 
return,  in  prcfence  of  the  treafurer  and  chief  juftice  of  theKing's- 
bench.  Difficulties  were  darted  and  delays  contrived  ;  at  length 
the  cobles  and  commons  unanimously  and  with  one  voice  de- 
clare, that,  according  to  the  rights,  privileges,  liberties,  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  land  of  Ireland,  enjoyed  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest of  the  law  land,  they  are  not  bound  to  fend  any  perfons  from 
"  the  land  of  Ireland  to  the  parliament  or  council  of  our  lord  the 
"  king  in  England,  to  treat,  confult,  or  agree  with  our  lord  the 
*'  king  in  England,  as  the  writ  requires.  Notwithftanding,  on  ac- 
"  count  of  their  reverence,  and  the  necelTity  and  prefent  diflrefs  of  the 
**  faid  land,  they  have  elected  reprefentatives  to  repair  to  the  king, 
"  and  to  treat  and  confult  with  him  and  his  council,  reierving  to 
'-  themfelves  the  power  of  yielding  or  agreeing  to  any  fubfidies.  At 
11  the  fame  time  protefling,  that  their  prefent  compliance  is  not  here- 
"  after  to  be  taken  in  prejudice  to  the  rights,  privileges,  laws  and  cuf- 
"  totiio,  which  the  lords  and  commons,  from  the  time  of  the  con- 
"  queit  of  the  land  of  Ireland,   have  enjoyed. 

"  What  was  the  refult  of  this  notable  controverfy  between  Edward 
"  and  his  fubjects  of  Ireland,  or  whether  or  how  far  the  king's  ne- 
"  ceffities  were  fupplied,  we  are  not  diftinttly  informed.  It  only  ap- 
'.*  pears,  that  the  Irifh.  reprefentatives  fat  at  Wefrminfter,  and  that 
<(  their  wages  were  levied  on  the  diocefes,  counties  and  boroughs, 
«'   which  had  chofen  them*." 

The  unqueftionable  conclufion  from  this  record  is,-  that  to  give  and 
grant  the  property  of  Englifh  fubjects,  in  an  -affembly  wherein  they 
were  not  prefent  in  perfon  or  by  reprefentation,  was  deemed  fo  an- 
conflitutional,  that  no  neceffity  could  prompt  or  juftify  it.  The 
parliament  at  Weftminfter  did  not  confider  this  doctrine  as  repug- 
nant to  their  rights,  or  trenching  upon  their  authority  ;  though 
they  were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  yield  any  of  their  privileges  to 
the  crown,  or  permit  an  illegal  exertion  of  the  prerogative.  This 
record  is  alfo  a  proof  that  the  fole  right  of  giving  was  fo  inherent- 
in  the  owner  of  property,  that  the  people  at  large  might  delegate  it 
in  whole  or  in  part;  might  reft  rain  it  entirely,  or  referve  to  thrm- 
felves  the  controul  of  confenting  to  the  grant  of  their  reprefentatives, 
to  give  its  flual  efficacy.  It  appears  too,  from  the  writs  ilTued  upon 
that  occafion,  that  every  perfon  concerned,  without  any  farther  qua- 
lification in  the  conduct  of  the  reprefentatives,  was  to  give  his  voice 
in  electing  them.  The  words  of  the  writ  are,  Archie pifcopis ,  epifcopis, 
vice-ccmitibus ,  fencfcallis,  majoribus,  fvperioribus  &  prapofitis,  ac  om- 
nibus aliis  ejufdem  terrre  quorum  intereft,  ad  eleblionem  hujufmodi  dua- 
rttm  perfonarum,  in  Angliam  in  forma  pradicla  tranfmittendarum,  facicn- 
dam-f.  •!  Archbimops,  bifhops,  fheriffs,  fenefchals,  elders,  fupeiiors, 
"  and  officers,  and  to  all  others  of  the  fame  land  whomit  concerns,  to  elect 
<l  two  perfons  to  be  fent  into  England  as  aforefaid." 

In  tracing   the    biilory  of   the  Irifii   parliaments,    we  find   they 
not  only   knew   their  right  of   granting  money,    but   how  instru- 
mental 

*  IbiJ.  p.  3J7.  f  Appendix's  to  Lcbr.d  Lift.  p.  365. 
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mental  it  was  in  obtaining  a  redrefs  of  grievances.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Fifth,  they  accompanied  the  grant  wjch  a  representation 
of  grievances*.  In  the  year  1585  the  ordinary  fubfidy  bill  was 
rejected  by  the  commons  of  Ireland  ;  the  reafon  appears  to  have 
been  a  complaint  of  grievances,  and  an  apprehension  of  more,  efpe- 
cially  of  oppreflive  and  extraordinary  taxation  f.  Queen  Elizabeth, 
during  whofe  reign  this  happzned,  had  too  much  (pint  to  have  acqui- 
efced  in  this  refulal,  could  ihe  or  any  one  about  her  have  conceived 
that  the  intervention  of  her  Englifh  parliament  might  grant  the  fub- 
fidy  out  of  the  property  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  without  the  moil 
flagrant  violation  of  their  conllitutional  rights.  Neither  is  it  proba- 
ble that  the  Irifh  commons  would  have  hazarded  fuch  a  meainre  of 
oppofition,  had  they  imagined  themfelves  liable  to  be  taxed  in  the 
Englifh  parliament,  and  thereby  deprived  of  this  means  of  enforcing 
a  redrefs  of  grievances.  In  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  we  find  them 
reflored  to  good  humour  by  conciliatory  meafures;  and  then  they 
granted  a  liberal  fubfidy  with  fo  much  alacrity  and  zeal,  that  the  king 
returned  them  thanks,  in  a  flattering  letter  addreiTed  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant J.  Charles  the  Firft,  and  his  favourite  Went  worth,  tiled  every 
art  to  perfuade  them  to  make  liberal  and  permanent  grants  ;  the 
threat  of  interpofing  the  king's  prerogative  was  added.  Under  the 
influence  of  promifes  and  fears,  the  commons  made  a  grant  of  four 
entire  fubfidies  ||.  Neither  the  king  nor  his  deputy  were  fincerc  j  the 
graces  they  promifed  were  not  granted  ;  the  commons  therefore  con- 
trived a  method  ot  fruftrating  the  collection  of  the  fubfidy,  and  the 
civil  wars  which  foon  followed  put  an  end  to  all  further  t  equations. 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  frating"  thefe  facts  with  relation  to 
Ireland,  becaufe  it  is  impo/Tible  to  find  a  cafe  more  exactly  iimilar  to 
that  of  America.  They  were  both  conquered  countries,  peopled  by 
Englifh  fubjects.  Yet  in  ad  the  agitation  of  necefiity  and  portion, 
and  the  various  expedients  it  produced,  that  of  im poling  taxes  upon 
Ireland  in  the  Englifh  parliament  was  never  attempted. 

There  are  however  fome  differences  in  favour  of  America.  In  the 
former,  the  conquered  people  and  the  Englifh  were  in  tome  mX'aftir? 
intermixed  ;  in  the  latter,  they  were  and  ftill  continue  totally  diiiinct. 
The  Englifh  fubjects  who  fettled  in  Ireland  carried  whhwthem  their 
rights,  not  expreiTed  but  latent;  whereas  thofe  of  the  American  let- 
tiers  were  confirmed  by  charters,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  char- 
ters create  rights;  thefe  are  inherent  in  and  unalienable  from  tie  per- 
fon  of  the  fubject.  Allegiance  and  protection  in  thefe  rights  are  a 
mutual  compact  between  the  prince  and  the  people.  As  emigration 
does  not  diftolve  allegiance,  neither  can  it  divefr  rights  :  the|  involve 
each  other,  and  are  inseparable.  Bui  \o  folemn  a  recognition  and  con- 
firmation of  them,  as  charters  under  the  great  feal  of  a  kingdom, 
renders  the  violation  of  them  itill  more  confpicuous  and  criminal: 
From  the  hiftory  of  Ireland  we  learn  another  difterence,  which  is,  that 
taxes  were  levied  in  England  to  defend  and  protect  that  country  for 
fome  time  after  its  fettlement;  whereas  all  the  okl  colonies  in  America 
were  fettled,  and  the  wars  carried  on  with  the  natives,  folely  at  th 
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pence  of  the  Settlers  themfelves  ;  this  country  bearing  none  of  the 
burthen,  but  reaping  infinite  benefits  from  the  fettlement.  Canada, 
Florida,  and  Nova  Scotia,  are  exceptions  to  this;  but  they  are  acqui- 
sitions obtained  from  France  and  Spain,  which  belong  therefore  to 
this  country,  and  will  foon  repay  with  intereft  the  fupplies  which  have 
bjen  voted  for  them, 

As  it  was  therefore  moft  clearly  considered,  that  Englifh  fubjeets 
emigrating  to  and  fettling  in  Ireland,  though  a  conquered  country, 
were,  not  liable  to  be  taxed  by  the  Englifh  parliament,  it  feems  ftrange 
to  contend  that  the  fame  Subjects  fettling  in  America  were  liable  to 
fach  taxation.  The  Supreme  power  of  this  parliament  has  been  aK 
"frays  aflferted  and  frequently  exercifed  over  Ii eland:  the  right  of  giv- 
i  ig  and  granting  their  money  for  the  purpofes  of  a  revenue,  never. 
Who  is  it  that  can  point  out  a  difference  adequate  to  fo  great  a  dimU 
nuition  of  Englith  liberty,  in  the  perfon  of  him  who  emigrates  to  Ame- 
rica, as  that  he  mail  not  only  be  fubject  to  the  fupreme  power  of  the 
Btitifh  parliament,  but  to  be  taxed  where  he  is  not  represented? 

Now  it  is  not  only  impoffible,  I  conceive,  to  give  any  plaufible  rea- 
ion  for  this  distinction,  but  it  is  clear  that  no  fuch  idea  was  ever  feri- 
oufly  entertained  till  the  year  1764.  What  can  be  a  more  decifive 
proof  of  this,  than  that  the  people  of  America  have  always  chofen 
representatives  of  their  own,  and  that  the  crown  has  constantly  ap- 
plied to  thofe  representatives  for  the  fupplies  which  were  wanting?  If 
the  fettled,  notorious,  invariable  practice  of  government,  be  not  evi- 
dence of  the  conftitution,  from  whence  are  we  to  learn  it?  If  it  had 
not  been  confident  with  the  conftitution,  and  elTential  to  the  free  (fate 
of  an  Englifh  Subject,  that  he  fhould  chufe  representatives  who  only 
Should  impoSe  taxes  upon  him,  how  did  it  happeu  that  both  iri  Ire- 
land and  America  our  colonifts,  without  any  Special  law  to  direct  it, 
from  their  earliefl  infancy  choSe  fuch  reprefentatives,  who  have  always 
excrcifed  that  authority?  Had  this  been  illegal,  furely  the  crown 
would  not  have  encouraged  it,  by  constantly  making  requifitions  thro* 
its  governors,  and  giving  affc-nt  to  laws,  impofing  taxes  by  the  author 
tity  of  provincial  aiTemblies  ;  nor  would  parliament  have  permitted  3 
practice,  which  makes  thofe  aflemblies  coequal  with  themfelves.  It 
is,  I  apprehend,  moft  undeniable,  that  either  parliament  has  no  right 
to  impofe  taxes  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  and  America,  or  they 
have  the  fole  right ;  for  nothing  can  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fnppofe  a  peo» 
pie  Subject  to  two  taxing  powers,  nor  communicating  with  each  other, 
not  knowing  what  each  other  arc  doing;  in  confequenceof  which  the 
people  might  be  burthened  with  adoubletax  upon  the  fame  thing,  fo 
as  to  be  productive  of  perpetual  confufion  and  diftrefs.  This  would 
plainly  be  fuch  an  inconfiltency  in  politics,  as  would  render  govern- 
ment at  once  ridiculous  and  oppreiUve.  The  aflertion  therefore  at 
this  day,  of  the  right  of  parliament  to  impofe  taxes  upon  Ireland  and 
America,  involves  in  it  the  higheft  criminal  charge  againft  aH  thofe 
whp  have  for  centuries  been  active  or  acquiefcing  in  theimpoiition  of 
taxes  upon  the  people  of  thofe  countries,  which,  according  to  the 
modern  doctrine,  the  authority  of  parliament  only  could  impofe.  If 
they  juftify  by  pleading  that  they  were  the  reprefentatives  ef  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  whofe  money  they  granted,   the  ad  million  of  that  plea  will  defeat 
the  pretentions  of  parliament,  who  do  not  reprefent  them. 

There  is  a  folemn  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  no 
tallage,  loan,  benevolence,  or  other  like  charge,  ought  to  be  com- 
manded or  levied  by  the  king  or- any  of  his  minifters,  without  com- 
mon content  of  parliament.  If  it  had  been  imagined  that  this  refolu- 
tion concluded  to  all  the  fubjects  of  the  empire,  if  an  idea  had  been 
entertained,  that  the  confent  of  parliament  involved  in  it  the  confent 
of  Ireland  and  America,  what  minifler  would  have  ventured  to  advife 
the  king  to  afk  money  from  the  commons  of  Ireland  and  of  America, 
and  to  have  levied  it  upon  the  people  by  the  authority  of  their  legisla- 
tors? Every  minifler  who  gave  fuch  advice,  would  have  hazarded  his 
head ;  no  parliament  would  have  endured  fo  open  a  violation  of  its 
rights  and  of  the  conftitution.  But  no  fuch  fuppofition  ever  entered 
into  any  man's  head,  and  therefore  it  has  been  the  eftablifhed  and 
unimpeached  practice,  ever  fince  the  foundation  of  our  dominion  in 
thofe  countries,  for  the  king  to  make  requisitions  for  fupplies  to  their 
reprefentatives,  and  levy  taxes  by  the  authority  of  their  legiflatures. 
The  inftances  of  this  are  innumerable.  Jt  has  been  done  by  every 
minifler,  at  all  times,  and  in  every  reign.  It  has  been  repeatedly  an- 
nounced with  regard  to  America,  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the 
king's  mefTages,  without  queftion  or  complaint.  It  remained  for  the 
new-iangled  doctrine  of  this  day  to  maintain  that  America  was  repre- 
fented  in  parliament.  A  doctrine  involving  confequences  which  they 
who  broached  it  were  far  from  forefeeing.  It  would  devote  their  dear- 
eft  connections  to  impeachment,  and  brand  the  memory  of  every 
minifter  who  preceded,  as  a  traitor  to  the  conftitution  of  his  country. 
That  representation  and  taxation  were  ever  deemed  infeparable,  the 
following  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  county  Palatine  of  Chefter,  in 
1450,  is  an  eminent  proof. 

"  Mod  chriftian,  benigne,  and  gracious  king,  we  your  humble 
'•  fubjects,  and  true,  obaifant,  liege  people,  the  abbots,  priors,  and 
"  all  the  clergy,  your  barons,  knights  and  efquires,  and  all  the 
"  commonalty  of  your  county  P:  latine  of  Chefter,  meekly  praven  snd 
"  befeechen  your  highnefs — Where  the  laid  county  is  and  hath  been 
"  a  county  Palatine,  as  well  before  the  conquefl  of  England  as  con- 
"  tinuaily  fince,  diftinct  and  feparate  from  the  crown  of  England; 
<{  within  which  county  you  and  all  your  noble  progenitors,  fithen  it 
came  into  our  hands,  have  had  your  high  courts  of  parliament — - 
and  no  pofTeffioncrs  or  inheritors  within  the  faid  county  be  not 
chargeable  or  liable,  nor  have  net  been  boUnden,  charged,  cor  hurt 
of  their  bodies,  liberties,  franchifes,  lands,  gcods,  nor  pollcfiiona 
tl  within  the  fame  county,  but  by  fuch  laws  as  they  have  agreed' 
"  unto — and  alfo  they  have  no  knights,  citizens,  na  burgeffes,  na  ever 
"  had,  of  the  faid  county,  to  any  parliament  holden  out  of  the  faid 
"  county,  whereby  they  might  in  any  way  of  reafon  be  bonnden — 
"  which  franchifes,  notwithftanding  there  be  your  commiflions  di- 
"  rected  out  to  feveral  commiilicncis  of  the  fame  county,  for  the  levy 
"  offubfidy,  granted  by  the  commons  of  your  land,  in  your  parlia- 
"  ment  late  begun  at  Weftminfter  and  ended  at  Leicefter,  to  make 
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V  levy  thereof  within  the  faid  county,  after  the  form  of  their  grant 
"  thereof,  contrary  to  the  liberties,  freedoms,  and  franchifes  of  the 
'*  faid  county  and  inheritance  of  the  fame,  at  all  times  before  this 
14  time  ufed,  that  pleafe  your  noble  grace,  of  your  noble  favour; 
"  the  premifes  gracioudy  to  conlider,  and  hereupon  to  difcharge  all 
<c  fuch  commiflioners  of  levy  of  the  faid  fubfidy  within  the  faid 
i(  county,  and  of  your  fpeciai  meer  grace,  ever  to  fee,  that  there  be 
"  never  act  in  this  parliament,  nor  in  any  parliament  hereafter  holder* 
"  out  of  the  faid  county,  made  to  the  hurt  of  any  of  the  inheritors  or 
41  inheritance  of  the  faiji  county,  of  their  bodies,  liberties,  franchifes, 
*<  goods,  lands,  tenements  or  pofTeiTions,  being  within  the  faid  county. 
"  For  if  any  fuch  act  mould  be  made,  it  were  clean  contrary  to  the 
?f  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities,  and  franchifes  of  the  faid  county, 
"  &c.  &c.  &«.-? 

ANSWE  R.  u  The  king's  will  is,  to  the  fubfidy  in  this  bill 
"  contained — Forafmuch  as  he  is  learnedi  that  the  befeechers  in  the 
"  f«me,  their  predeceflbrs  nor  anceftors,  have  not  been  charged  afore 
i(  this  time,  by  authority  of  any  parliament  holden  out  of  the  faid 
"  county,  of  auy  quindifma  or  fubfidy,  granted  to  him  or  any  of  his 
"  progenitors  in  any  fuch  parliament-,  that  the  befeechers  ancfeach 
f£  of  them  be  difcharged  of  the  paying  and  levyof  the  faid  fubfidy, 
"  &c.  8zc.  &c." 

This  petition  and  anfwer  require  no  comment:  they  plainly  recog- 
nize, that  to  impofe  taxes  where  the  right  of  doing  it  is  not  delegated, 
was  unufuahnd  unconftitutionat.  The  fame  principle  operated  inform- 
ing acts  of  the  legiflature  for  representatives  to  be  fent  from  Wales  and 
the  county  of  Durham  to  the  Englifh  parliament,  and  on  the  crown 
to  iiTue  writs  to  Calais  for  the  fame  purpofe  when  it  became  a  part  of 
the  empire.  It  was  invariably  conceived,  that  the  property  of  EnglifK 
fubjech,  connected  with  the  general  dominion,  could  not  be  granted 
but  in  an  affembly  where  they  were  represented.  Upon  this  principle 
pur  conftitution  manifeftly  Hands  ;  and  to  fubvert  the  one,  would  Irk 
elTect  be  to  overthrow  the  other.  The  practice  of  every  free  rtate, 
efpecially  of  England  ;  the  practice  of  Ireland,  ChefUr,  Wales,  and 
Calais,  as  members  of  the  empire;  the  confHturion  of  the  church^ 
and  the  very  nature  of  property,  all  confpire  to  mew,  that  this  prin- 
ciple is  the  eiTential  right  of  the  fubject  in  every  part  of  the  dominion, 
The  right  of  property  is  the  guardian  of  every  other  right,  and  to  de- 
prive a  people  of  this,  is  in  fact  to  deprive  them  of  their  liberty. 

Let  me  now  have  leave  to  (hew,  that  thefe  have  been  invariably  the 
fenriments  of  thofe  great  men,  whom  wc  allow  to  be  the  bell  ac- 
quainted with  our  conflitution,  and  its  firmed  defenders. 

"  I  will  begin,"  fays  Sir  Edward  Coke,  "  with  a  noble  record — 
It  chears'me  to  think  of  it,  the  26th  of  Edward  III.  it  is  worthy  to 
be  written  in  letters  of  gold — "  Loans  againft  the  will  of  the  fubject, 
"  are  againit  reafon  and  the  franchifes  of  the  land." — What  a  word 
jj5  that franchife J  The  lord  may  t3x  his  villain,  high  or  low,  but  it  is 
againft  the  franchifes  of  the  land  for  freemen  ta  be  taxed  but  by  their  own 

J  The 


(     'J    ) 

The  reafoning  of  Mr  Locke  is  fo  dear  and  conclufive,  and  his 
authority  fo  great,  that  it  is  not  necetfary  to  give  the  words  of  Sidney 
and  Milton,  whofe  opinions  were  precifely  the  fame. 

"  The  fupreme  powers  cannot,"  fays  Mr  Locke,  *f  take  from  any 
man  any  part  of  his  property,  without  his  own  confent.  For  the 
prefervation  of  property  being  the  end  of  government,  and  that  from 
which  men  enter  into  fociety,  it  neceflarily  fuppofes  and  requires  that 
the  people  ftiould  have  property,  without  which  they  muft  befuppofed 
to  have  loft  that  by  entering  into  fociety,  which  was  the  end  for  which 
they  entered  into  it — too  grofs  an  abfurdity  for  any  man  to  own.  Men, 
therefore,  in  fociety,  having  property,  they  have  fuch  a  right  to  the 
goods  which  by  the  law  of  the  community  are  theirs,  that  nobody  hath 
a  right  to  take  their  fubAance,  or  any  part  of  it,  without  their  own 
confent.  Without  this  they  have  no  property  at  all:  for  I  truly  have 
no  property  in  that  which  another  can  of  righMake  from  me,  when 
he  pleafes,  without  my  confent.  Hence,  it  is  a  miftake  to  think  that 
the  fupreme  or  legislative  power  of  any  commonwealth  can  do  what  it 
will,  and  difpofe  of  the  eftates  of  the  fubjeel  arbitrarily,  or  take  any 
part  of  them  at  pleafure  *." 

It  is  impoilible  an  exprefs  advocate  for  America  could  fpeak  more  ex- 
plicitly to  the  point,  and  Mr  Locke's  argument  is  evidently  founded  on 
the  ftatutecfe  tallagio  non  concedendo,  which  declares,  that  the  goods  of 
no  manner  of  perfon  (hall  be  taken,  without  the  good  will  and  aflfe.ot 
of  the  party  to  whom  the  goods  belong ;  and  upon  a  folemri  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  maintains  that  the  ancient  and  un- 
doubted rights  of  every  freeman  are,  that  he  hath  a  full  and  absolute 
property  in  his  goods  and  eftate,  and  that  no  tallage,  loan,  benevo- 
lence, or  other  like  charge,  ought  to  be  commanded  or  levied  by  the 
king,  or  any  of  hisminifters,  without  common  confent  in  parliament  -f. 
I  have  already  (hewn,  that  it  never  was  the  idea  that  the  common  con- 
fent of  America  was  given  in  the  parliament  of  l^ngland  ;  the  term  did 
not  even  include  the  clergy,  who  never  were  taxed  in  it  till  they  were 
reprefented;  and  who  told  the  commons,  in  the  record  I  before  cited, 
that  they  were  not  to  be  taxed  there  j  to  which  the  commons  alien  tt ■■..».. 
The  doctrine  was  hild  neither  novel,  infolent,  nor  unconiiit.tttional ; 
and  the  practice  was  uniform,  notorious,  and  uncon trover ic J. 

Taking  up  then  the  American  queftion  on  this  contuutioual  ground  : 
either  the  Americans  are  not  freemen,  or  to  impofe  taxes  upon  thtm 
in  parliament,  in  which  not  one  of  them  is  reprefented  and  therefore 
cannot  give  his  confent,  is  to  dived  them  of  all  property,  and  dilute- 
the  original  compact  upon  which,  according  to  Mr  Locke,  they  tfl 
tered  into  fociety.  Thefe  confederation:;  mark  the  propriety  of  w!v;r 
my  Lord  Camden  urged  with  fo  much  real  eloquence  in  his  unankv li- 
able fpcech  againft  the  declaratory  bill.  "  My  poGtion  is  this — I  re- 
V  peat  it — I  will  maintain  it  tomy  laft  hour — Taxation  and  rep; ■{•!■:,- 
"  tation  are  infeparable.  This  pofition  is  founded  on  the  laws  of  i. ... 
"  ture.  Itismoie — it  is  itfelf  an  eternal  law  of  naimt.  For  whatever 
"  is  a  man's  own,  is  absolutely  his  own— :no  man  has  a  i  igl&j  to  take  it 
48  from  him  without  his  confent.  Whoever  .'attempts todo :-it,  attempt 
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"  an  injury — whoever  does  it,  commits  a  robbery;  he  throws  down 
M  and  deftroys  the  diftincYion  between  liberty  and  /lavery." 

Uponthefe  principles  our  own  conftitution  Hands;  upon  thefe  prin- 
ciples the  American  claim  is  founded.  U  tbey  are  fallacious,  then  were 
our  own  claims  ufurpaiions  upon  the  crown,  and  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion itfelf  was  nothing  more  than  a  fuccefsful  rebellion  ;  Hampden, 
Pym,  Sidney  and  RuiTel,  than  whom  Greece  with  all  her  patriots,  and 
Rome  with  all  her  heroes,  produced  no  men  who  trod  this  mortal  ftage 
with  more  dignity,  or  quitted  it  with  greater  luftre,  were fturdy  traitors. 
Surely  thofe  pretenfions  to  impofe  taxes  in  America,  cannot  be  jutt, 
which  fo  manifeftly  fubvert,  in  principle,  the  foundation  of  our  con- 
ilitutional  liberties  ! 

That  this  claim  and  right  of  giving  their  property  by  their  own  con- 
fent,  fignihed  by  their  reprefentatives,  is  not  novel,  but  coeval  with 
their  exigence  as  colonies;  will  fully  appear  from  the  following  proof. 

In  1620  the  colony  of  Virginia,  then  in  its  very  infancy,  chofe  re- 
prefentatives, by  whom  only  they  have  been  taxed  from  that  time  till 
j 764.  It  was  not  by  charter  that  they  etlablifhed  and  enjoyed  this 
privilege,  but  by  the  operation  of  thofe  rights  which  are  inherent  in 
Englishmen,  in  whatever  part  of  the  dominion  they  inhabit.  The 
fame  plan  of  government  was  purfued  in  every  colony  'in  America.  Iri 
truth,  an  Engli(hm,an  had  no  idea  of  any  other  conftitution,  and  al- 
ways confidered  it  4s  the  bafis  of  public  liberty. 

In  1625  ting  Charles  the  Firft  fignified  his  intention  of  fubftituting 
a  governor  and  council  as  the  legilhture  in  Virginia.  Upon  this  a 
general  difquietude  and  dilTatisfacYion  prevailed  through  the  colony. 
The  alTembly  remonftrated  againft  it,  as  M  an  afTaultupon  their  rights 
and  privileges."  In  confequenceor  this,  the  privy  council  at  lad  fent 
them  a  letter,  dated  the  22d  of  July,  1634,  containing  the  royal  af- 
furance  and  confirmation  of  their  eftates,  trade,  freedom  and  privile- 
ges. Upon  the  diilblution  of  monarch)',  the  commonwealth  difpatch- 
ed  a  governor  with  a  fquadron  to  take  polTefiion  of  Virginia.  He  was 
permitted  to  land  upon  articles,  of  which  the  following  is  one,  and 
decifively  fhews  what  were  their  original  ideas  of  their  rights.  Article 
fourth,  "  Virginia  (hall  be  free  from  all  taxes,  cuftoms  and  impofitions 
whatfoever,  and  none  (hall  fceimpofed  on  them  without  confent  of  the 
general  alTembly." 

The  alTembly  of  New  York,  in  1708,  refolved,  el  That  it  is,  and 
always  has  been,  theunqucftionable  right  of  every  freeman  in  this  co- 
lony, that  he  hath  a  perfect  and  entire  property  in  his  goods  and  eftate. 
That  the  impofing  taxes,  and  levying  of  any  monies  upon  her  majefty's 
fubjecls  of  this  colony,  under  any  pretence  or  colour  whatfoever,  with- 
out confent  in  general  alTembly,  is  a  grievance,  and  a  violation  of  the 
people's  property  *." 

Thus  wc  fee,  that  this  right  of  giving  their  money  by  their  own 
confent  alone,  has  been  always  claimed,  aiTerted,  and  exercifed  by 
the  Americans;  and  that  the  crown  and  parliament  as  ccnftantly  re- 
cognized the  exercife  of  it,  till  the  year  1764.  Let  the  right  therefore 
refidc  really  where  it  will,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  novelty  of  claiming 
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is  on  our  fide.  But  if  the  uniform  claim  and  exercife  of  a  right,  with 
our  as  uniform  recognition  and  acquiefcence  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  will  riot  render  it  clear  and  unimpeachable,  I  know  not  by  what 
lapfe  of  time,  or  by  what  circumftances,  the  enjoyment  of  any  privi- 
ledge  can  be  rendered  facred  and  fecure.  It  is  plain  that  there  was  no 
period  of  their  exigence  at  which  the  colonies  would  not  have  reclaim- 
ed againft  an  attempt  to  raife  taxes  upon  them  without  the  confent  and 
grant  of  their  reprefentativcs.  With  what  truth  then  can  theprefent 
opposition  to  it  be  imputed  to  a  fpirit  of  difaffeclion,  and  a  defire  to 
throw  off  all  dependence  upon  the  parent  Hate?  That  dependence 
and  fubordination  would  remain  the  fame  that  it  ever  was  or  ought  to 
be,  were  the  exercife  of  this  novel,  odious,  and  unprofitable  claim 
difowned  and  abolMhed.  There  is  a  moll  material  diiFerence  between  a 
fubject  and  a  (lave  ;  between  fubordination  and  flavery.  The  Ame- 
ricans are  fubordinate,  when  we  controul  them,  for  our  own  advan- 
tage in  the  means  of  acquiring  property  ;  when  we  add  to  that,  the 
practice  of  taking  the  property  fo  acquired  at  our  pleafure,  they  are 
flaves.  What  right  have  we,  or  can  we  have,  to  make  them  (laves  ? 
In  my  opinion  we  (hall  lofe  them  as  fubjecl s  by  attempting  to  hold 
them  as  (laves.     When  that  happens  we  (hall  be  compleatly  undone. 

There  are  however  fome  arguments  againit  the  poll'tion,  that  pro- 
perty can  only  be  taken  by  confent,  which  are  plaufible,  and  have  had 
fuch  an  effect  as  makes  them  worthy  of  examination. 

It  is  faid,  that  a  great  part  of  the  people  of  England  are  not  repre- 
fented,  and  yet  they  are  all  taxed.  This  is  gf  anted:  but  how  will  it 
conclude  to  America  ?  Bccaufe  our  reprefentation  here  is  imperfect, 
therefore  it  (hall  be  abolifhed  in  America — becaufe  fome  in  England  are 
taxed  without  their  confent,  therefore  all  in  America  (hall  be  treated 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  Americans  are  not  contending  that  every 
man  in  America  mall  vote  for  a  reprefentntire,  or  not  be  taxed  ;  if  they 
were,  this  would  be  a  good  anfwer,  "  We  are  ourfelves  but  pariially 
reprefented  ;  why  (hould  the  fubordinare  require  more  fecurity  than 
the  fuprcme  (late  ?,?  But  to  the  American  queftion  this  argument  is  ut- 
rerly  inapplicable.  The  fecurity  of  property,  as  JVir  Locke  and  com- 
mon reafon  tells  us,  is  the  great  end  of  reprefentation.  It  is  equal 
enough  when  that  end  is  obtained.  Now  from  the  participation  of  the 
ejected  and  the  electors  with  the  non-electors  in  the  -.taxes  which  are 
Impofed,  the  latter,  as  I  before  obferved,  nave  a  virtual  fecurity, 
which  is  equal  to  that  of  thofe  who  do  elect,  pit*  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Americans  there  is  no  fuch  participation,  arrd  confcqueniiy  no  fuch 
virtual  fecurity.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  givers  of  the  money 
of  the  Americans  (fuppofe  them  to  be  the  Britilh  hotife  of  commons) 
fave  their  own  property  and  that  of  their  conltituents  exactly  in  pro- 
portion to  their  lavifliing  that  of  the  Americans*  there  is  a  Temptation 
to  extortion  and  extravagance,  and  therefore  a  vit  tual  infecui  iry  or 
property,  which  is  overturning  the  very  foundation  of  government. 
ii,  for  example,  a  tax  is  laid  on  Manchefler,  Birmingham  and  Sheffield, 
the  fame  is  borne  by  London,  Bridol  and  Yoi  k  ;  but  Jet  Rollon,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  be  taxed,  will  London,  Briftoi  and  York, 
(hare  in  the  burthen  of  the  impofition  i  The  real  fituation  of  the  un- 
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rcprefented  in  England,  and  the  people  of  America  if  fubjecl  to  the 
fame  power  of  taxation  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  would  be  juft  as  dif- 
ferent as  fecurity  and  infecurrty,   or  right  and  wrong. 

We  are  next  told,  that  parliament  being  the  legislature,  its  acts  muff, 
bind  in  all  cafes  whatsoever;  that  no  line  can  be  drawn,  and  therefore 
parliament  has  a  conftitiuional  right  to  impofe  taxes. 

Before  parliament  has  constitutional  powers,  it  mull  be  conftitution- 
a'Uy  formed.  There  is  no  magic  or  efficient  power  in  the  word  which 
can  give  it  fuch  a  right.  Parliament  muft  be  in  part  constituted  by 
the  people  over  whom  its  laws  havefway  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  or  elfe 
it  is  not  a  conftitutional  power.  With  refpect  to  Great  Britain,  it  is 
(o  constituted;  with  regard  to  America,  it  is  not;  its  power  therefore 
cannot,  or  ought  not,  to  be  the  fame  over  both  countries.  The  dele- 
gation of  the  people  is  the  fource  of  that  power,  moft  efpecially  In 
point  of  taxation.  That  delegation  is  wanting  on  the  part  of  America, 
and  therefore  the  right  cannot  exift.  It  is  true  that  the  authority  of 
the  legislature  makes  laws  for  the  levying  money  upon  the  fubjecl:. — 
But  unlefs  the  gift  be  previously  made  by  the  reprefenrativesof  the  peo- 
ple, there  is  nothing  on  which  the  act  can  work.  The  gift  muft  be 
made  Sirft  and  diffincl;  the  law  comes  after  to  prefcribe  the  mode  of 
levying  it.  The  reprefentatives  are  the  fole  fource  of  the  gift,  the  le- 
gislative act  is  the  completion  of  it ;  but  without  a  beginning  there 
can  be  no  end.  It  is  therefore  a  pofition  founded  in  the  eSTential  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  that  "  the  fupreme  power,  however  it  may 
make  laws  for  regulating  the  ftate,  cannot  take  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple without  there  confent*." 

The  fubfidiesof-  the  clergy,  and  a  general  pardon,  will  fulty  iiluf- 
fratc  this.  The  houfes  of  the  legislature  can  alter  nothing  in  them, 
and  yet  they  give  their  aSTent  to  pailing  them  into  laws.  But  the  things 
themfelves  on  which  the  laws  are  founded  are  eccentric  to  .parliament. 
They  have  their  motion  in  another  fphere.  The  convocation  gives 
the  one;  the  king  of  his  free  grace  beftows  the  other.  The  parlia- 
ment cloaths  them  only  with  the  force  of  laws,  and  may  chufe  in  that, 
when  they  are  prepared  to  their  hands ;  but  with  the  things  themfelves 
it  cannot  meddle,  to  originate  or  modify  them. 

Any  other  mode  of  applying  the  power  of  the  legiflature  to  the  levy- 
ing of  taxes  is  not  conftitutional,  but  arbitrary.  It  is  confounding  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  in  the  jargon  of  words,  to  fay  that  par- 
liament, becaufe  it  is  the  fupreme  power,  muft  therefore  have  a  right 
to  impofe  taxes  upon  the  people,  whether  they  are  reprefented  in  it  or 
not.  Such  a  parliament  would  only  be  a  plaufible  and  powerful  in- 
liniment  of  arbitrary  power. 

I  mail  clofe  this  queftion  of  right  by  obferving,  that  as  the  power 
of  giving  is  the  great  fecurity  of  our  liberties,  {o  it  is  the  only  one 
which  the  Americans  enjoy.  Deprived  of  this,  their  Situation  would 
be  defperate.  Expofed  to  that  jealoufy  which  thoufands  aie  perpetual- 
ly endeavouring  to  ftimulate  againSt  them — without  any  power  or 
means,  but  the  ultimate  appeal,  to  counteract  or  refill  its  effects — 
they  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  informer,  of  every  governor,  mi- 
nister,' 
•  Locke, 
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nifter,  and  member  of  parliament.  Whatever  was  moved  againft  them, 
would  meet  with  no  oppofition  ;  whatever  was  charged  upon  them, 
would  be  received  without  queftiop  or  enquiry.  They  would  not  only 
beflaves,  but  the  molt  miferableof  all  ilaves.  In  vain  would  they  fay, 
What  is  the  freedom,  what  are  thofe  Britifn  privileges  to  which  our 
charters  have  told  us  we  are  intitled  ?  Where  are  thofe  rights  we  have 
poflefTed  above  an  hundred  years,  which  we  derived  from  folcmu.com- 
pact,  which  we  have  purchafed  by  the  reitraint  of  our  trade,-',  oy  our 
acquifitions  under  thofe  reflraints  emptied  into  your  lap  ns  the  great 
mart  of  our  produce  and  of  our  confumptions,  by  fraternal  attachment 
and  unfhaken  allegiance  ?  Thefe  were  the  price  we  paid  for  your  friend- 
ship and  your  protection  :  but  you  would  now  leave  us  nothing  to  pay, 
nothing  to  be  protected. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  ciuefiion,  it  feems  moft  manifefi,  that  it  is 
the  ancient,  undoubted  right  ofEnglifh  fubjec'is,  being  freemen  orfiee- 
holders,  to  give  their  property  by  their  own  confentoniy,  flgnified  by 
themfelves  or  their  representatives — That  the  right  or  giving  money, 
and  the  right  of  making  laws,  are  and  ever  were  feparate  and  dittinc! ; 
the  one  refiding  in  the  reprefentative,  the  other  in  the  legislative  body 
— That  the  boufe  of . commons  claim  and  exercife  the  fole  and  incom- 
municable right  of  granting  the  money  of  the  people  of  Great-Britain, 
becaufe  that  houfe  alone  reprefents  them — That  the _houfe  of  commons 
ought  not  to  claim  or  exercife  fuch  a  right  over  the  people  of  America, 
becaufe  that  houfe  does  not  reprcfent  them — That  rolevy  taxes  upon  the 
people  of  America,  by  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  in  which 
they  are  not  represented,  is  unconflitutional ;  deprives  them  of  the  right 
of  Englishmen,  and  i  educes  them  to  a  ftate  of  absolute  bondage. 

From  the  consideration  of  the  right,  we  come  next   to  that  of  the 
policy  of  railing  a  revenue  in  America  by  the  Britiih  parliament. 

Is  it  practicable  .''—Is  it  profitable  ?  Upon  t.hefe  points  the  pcii.y  muff 
turn.  To  raife  a  revenue  upon  a  ciilant  and  dilpt i  fed  people  univcrfaliy 
jn  oppofition  to  it,  by  an  authority,  quefUonabie  at  leaft  upon  the 
founded  principles  of  the  confrinuion.  and  in  fact  denhd-  is  this  prac- 
ticable? "Oh,  certainly,"  fays  an  advocate  for  this  mode  of  govern- 
ment, •  '  have  we  not  a  Superior  force,  have  we  not  fleets  and  armies  to 
compel  their  obedience  ?"  Be  it  fo — But  will  the  revenue  navtheexpence 
of  this  collection  i1  If  it  will  not,  how  is  it  to  be  prplitaple?  One  nun-  |*>v 
dred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  is  the  utmoft  that  the  moil  extravagant  j.-,  ^ 
imagination  ever  expected  ft om  the  taxation  of  America.  Ten  (hips 
and  #smany  regiments  have  not.  collected  a  twentieth  part  of  it :  double 
your  force,  and  fuppole  it  to  col  i  eft  (he  whole;  your  expence  wiij  at 
leait  treble  your  collection.  My  fuppulitious  are  extravagantly  favour- 
able to  the  coercive  fide  of  the  qu^lUoh^  $*>t£-ye't  the  conclusion  is  inevi- 
tably againft  it.  Are.^kefe  wavs  and  means  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  a 
nation,  fmking,  as  it  is  faid,  under  its  debfand  its  eiTabliihment  ? 

But  let  us  give  this  doctrine  of  force,  and  of  coercion  its  utmoft  eftec£. 
Let  us  fuppofe,  that  under  a  conviction  pf  their  inability  to  refifl  'he 
whole  force  of  Great  Britain  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  every  .    k..:v. 
evciy  affembly,  were  to  acknowledge  your  right,  and  promife  itnplj 
obedience,   could  ycu  trull  this  acquiefcence  ?    Could  any  man   b$ 
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weak  as  not  r.o  perceive,  that  they  were  referving  their  refiftance,  till 
the  time  of  war  and  the  necefTary  avocation  of  our  force  fliould  enfur? 
its  fuccefs  ? 

Is  there  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  can  ferioufly  imagine  we  ftiall  re- 
main in  peace  for  five  years  ?  Three  young  monarchs  upon  the  principal 
thrones  of  Europe:  two  old  ones  looking  with  hatred  and  revenge  againil 
us.  Is  this  a  flate  in  which  a  continuance  of  peace  is  to  be  expected? 
To  give  the  advocates  then  for  compulfion  their  utmoft  wifti,  what  is 
it  but  to  obtain  an  uncertain  advantage  for  fome  years,  at  the  hazard 
of  our  ruin  or  humiliation  for  ever  after  ?  Let  any  man  who  has  the  leaft 
idea  of  the  difficulties  of  conducting  a  war  againfl  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
and  its  allies,  inform  us,  what  wifdom,  what  refources  could  fave  this 
country  from  ruin,  if  in  the  emergency  of  fuch  a  war  our  American 
colonics  mould  unanimoufly  revolt  from  all  obedience,  and  reject  all 
commerce  with  us.  Who  is  it  that  thinks  we  could  furvive  fuch  a 
flroke?   And  yet  this  coercive  policy  is  rendering  it  inevitable  as  fate. 

Of  the  difpofitionof  the  Americans  to  reM  our  authority,  as  of  late 
extended,  which  they  think  utterly  unjufl  ;  there  cannot  be  a  doubt. 
If  they  fufpend  the  efforts  of  that  difpofition,  it  can  only  be  in  their 
wifdom,  to  watch  the  mod  favourable  moment.  That  of  our  being 
hard  preffed  in  war  is  plainly  fuch.  The  moil  dangerous  conduct, 
therefore,  for  us,  would  be  their  acquiescence.  Yet  we  mould  cer- 
tainly fee  the  ideots  who  are  conducting  thefe  meafures,  triumph  upon 
the  receipt  of  fuch  accounts  from  America.  Lord  North  would  be  held 
up  as  the  wifeft  and  the  mofi  fpirited  minifler  that  ever  exifled,  and  he 
would  fnuffup  theincenfeof  this  adulation,  in  the  very  fmcerity  of  his 
vanity  and  folly.  But  it  is  neither  Lord  North  nor  his  flatterers  who 
will  fland  forth  when  the  florm  rages,  to  fhield  us  from  the  ruin  their 
want  of  wifdom  and  of  juflice  will  bring  upon  us. 

We  have  feen  what  would  be  the  probable  confequence  of  an  ac- 
quiefcence  on  the  part  of  America,'  how  dangerous,  how  fatal  to  us. 
JLet  us  take  another  view  of  it.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  Americans  deter- 
mined to  refill  our  attempts  to  impofe  upon  them  this  tribute.  It  will 
be  inconfiflent  with  our  dignity  to  retract.  The  wifdom,  the  juflice, 
the  utility  of  perfevering — thefe  are  all  out  of  the  qneflion.  Lord 
North  will  have  America  at  his  feet.  Thefe  are  his  very  words.  Who 
fays  Lord  North  is  not  a  bold  fpeaking  minifler  ?  To  gratify  him,  let 
us  fee  if  we  can  compel  the  Americans  to  abfolute  obedience — How  we 
can  is  doubtful — that  we  cannot,  without  ruining  ourfelves,  is  certain. 

I  acknowledge,  I  admire,  even  to  enthufiafm,  the  bravery  of  our 
?roops.  What  men  can  do,  they  will  do.  But  in  a  country  furnifhed 
with  faflnefTes  and  defiles  without  number,  intimately  known  to  the 
enemy  you  are  to  combat,  where  difcipline  is  unavailing  or  embarraiTing, 
and  valour  ufelefs;  it  requires  more  than  human  power  to  fucceed  to 
any  permanent  purpofe.  God  forbid  that  the  bravery  of  fuch  troops  as 

e  Edglifh,  fhould  be  fo  vainly,  fo  fatally  employed.    Let  us  fuppofe 

true,  as   fome  vain-glorious  military  men  ha^e  vaunteH,  that  with 
four  regiments  you  might  march  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other — What  would  this  exploit  avail  you  I  The  moment  you  quit  one 
province  for  another,  the  commotions  your  prefence  fuppreffed  will  re- 
vive. 
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yive.  When  you  have  marched  thro',  you  will  have  to  march  back 
again.  But  fuch  bravadoes  are  contemptible.  The  man  who  is  moft 
forward  to  advife,  is  lead  fit  to  execute  fuch  arduous  enterprifes.  Nor 
would  the  execution  anfwer  any  other  purpofe,  but  that  of  pluming  an 
individualat  the  expenceof  his  country.  They  who  remember  thefatal 
overthrow  of  Braddock  by  a  few  Indians  in  ambufh,  an  overthrow  in- 
curred by  the  very  difcipline  in  which  he  vainly  put  his  truft,  wilt  be 
apt  to  doubt  the  facility  of  reducing  the  colonies  by  military  force. 
They  who  reflect,  that  the  united  aid  and  efforts  of  ail  the  colonies  were 
necefTary  to  give  fuccefs  to  our  arms  in  the  late  war  againit  the  Cana- 
dians, will  be  ftill  more  doubtful  of  this  expedient. 

Difficult  however  as  the  reduction  of  our  colonics  may  be,  the  pre- 
ferving  them  in  obedience  to  fuch  a  government  would  be  infinitely 
more  impracticable.  But  in  the  mean  time,  while  our  troops  are  em- 
ployed in  slaughtering  the  Americans,  who  is  to  cultivate  the  lands  in 
America  ?  Who  is  to  furnifh  the  grofs  materials  of  our  commerce  with 
them  ?  Who  is  to  confume  the  manufactures,  and  maintain  the  manu- 
facturers to  whom  that  commerce  was  daily  bread  r"  The  wife  minillers 
who  planned  thefe  meafures  have  furely  provided  for  this.  The  necef- 
fitypf  fuch  foreiight  could  not  poflibly  efcape  them.  But  what  that  pro- 
viiion  will  be,  pafles  my  underftanding.  I  am,  however,  much  afraid 
it  will  not  be  quite  fubftantial  enough  to  feed  numbers  who  will  be 
neceflarily  idle. 

The  naval  ftores,  the  iron,  the  indigo,  the  tobacco,  the  flax  ktd, 
which  the  labour  of  the  Americans  furnifhes  us  ;  are  we  able  to  fnbfift 
without  them,  or  to  procure  ihem  from  other  nations  ?  Have  we  forgot 
the  humiliating  terms  to  which  Sweden  attempted  to  *  educe  us ?  Our 
recourfe  then  was  to  America.  She  fupplied  us,  and  removed  thai  de- 
pendence, which  would  o.therwife  have  left  us  at  the  mercy  oi  foreign 
nations.  When  our  wife  meafures  have  flopped  up  the  American  chan- 
nel of  fupply,  what  will  fhield  us  from  the  exorbitancy  of  Sweden  and 
Ruflia*?  Naval  ftores  are  necefTaries ;  if  we  reitore  frh"e  monopoly  of 
them,  we  mull  take  the  confequences  of  our  folly.  Ui-  il  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  fupplied  us  with  indigo,  we  paid  an ni.  lally  to  our  ene- 
mies, the  French,  2oo,oool.  in  fpecie,  for  this  articic  fo  effential  to 
the  exigence  of  a  variety  of  important  manufactures.  We  offered  a 
bounty  upon  it.  The  Americans  fupplied  us  not  only  for  our  own  con- 
iumption,  but  for  foreign  markets  f.  Inllead  of  fpecie,  they  take  in 
return  our  manufactures,  loaded  with  all  our  taxes.  If  the.  pplicy  which 
encouraged  this  commerce  was  wife,  tnat  which  flops  it  mud  befoolifli. 

The  duty  upon  tobacco  mould  bring  into  the  revenue  at  leaft 
400,0001.  per  annum.  By  what  ways  and  means  will  this  deficiency 
be  fupplied?  The  probe  to  this  kingdom,  upon  the  confinement  of 
this  article  alone  to  the  ports  of  Great  Eritain,  and  the  returns  for  it 

in 

•  In  iy; 8  the  Ruffians  and  Swedes  agreed  not  to  fpffer  Great  Britain  to  export  any 
naval  ftores  from  their  dominion.-,  hut  in  Ruffian  and  Swcdifh  bot.'oms,  and  at  their  own 
price.  Great  Briton  was  diftieifld.  'Pitch  and  tar  role  to  3I  per  barrel.  In  this  emer- 
gency, a  bounty  was  offered  on  thofe  a-;,  coloni-s.  It  fuccceded.  Thefc 
articles  feil  to  ;ss  and  we  w.  re  re.  exorbitant  dens  and  s  ;  which  will, 
without  doubt,  be  revived  when  we  are  fools  In  enough  to  commence  houilitiei  dgvv.ll 
thofe  who  relieved  us.             f  S«e  Andeiibn's  Dit2.  of  Comme/ce. 
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in  Britifh  manufactures  and  merchandize,  amounts,  at  the  loweft 
computation,  to  half  a  million  yearly,  exclufive  of  the  duty.  I  /hall 
be  glad  to  know  how  this  lofs  will  be  compenfated.  I  will  not  enter 
jnto  the  thoufand  little  ffreams  of  our  American  commerce,  which  all 
combined  form  a  noble  river,  that  nottrifhes  the  navy,  the  manufac- 
tures, the  fields  of  England  ;  and  Maintains  her  upon  that  eminence 
of  grandeur  and  glory,  to  which  (he  is  exalted.  The  value  of  the 
whole  is  incomputable.  But  I  fhail  not  think  the  detail  neeeffary, 
rill  I  fee  it  rendered  probable  that  this  extorted  i^merican  revenue 
will  reimburfe  us  for  the  lofs  of  any  one  of  thefe  articles,  indigo,  to- 
bacco, or  naval  (tores. 

Upon  the  fuppofition  then,  that  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  we 
have  lately  adopted,  unexampled  in  their  rigour,  unexampled  in  the 
violence  and  iajuftice  with  which  they  were,  conducted,  America  fhould 
be  driven  into  real  refrftance ;  whit  will  be  the  confequence  ?  Our 
commerce,  our  navy,  our  revenue,  pur  trade,  our  manufactures,  will 
receive  immediately  a  dangerous,  if  not  a  fatal  blow.  But  we  (hall 
be  avenged!  Our  difciplined  troops  will,  put  them  to  the  fword,  and 
deftroy  their  plantations;  our  navy  will  burn*  their  cities  and  their 
trading  veMels.  Alas!,  thefe  would  be  fatal,- victories !  Thefe  are  the 
men  whofe  induftry  and  labour  furnifh  the  materials  of  our  belt  com- 
merce, the  lupp4y  of  whofe  confumption  gives  life  to  our  manufac- 
tures ;  thefe  are  the  plantations,  the  harvelrs  of  which  we  ultimately 
reap:  thefe  are  the  cities  which  are  the  refervoirs  of  an  infinity  of 
itreams  of  trade,  the  profits  of  which'  are  at  laft  emptied  into  the  lap 
of  Great  Britain.  Were  thefe  men,  thefe  plantations,  thefe  cities 
trebled,  the  profits  would  centre  in  Great  Britain,  and  add  fo  much 
more  to  her  ftrength  and  opulence.  To  diminifh,  to  deff roy  them — 
it  is  mifchief  irreparable,  it  is  madnefs  jn  the  extreme;  yet  it  is  the 
inevitable  confequence  of  the  whole  fyflem  of  American  meafures, 
fmce  the  piefent  reign. 

We  have  thus  feen  the  probable  ifTue  of  hoftile  meafures  towards 
America.  If  we  fucceed,  we  are  ruined.  If  we  do  not  fucceed — if 
by  tliofe  extraordinary  exertions  which  have  often  proceeded  from 
people  contending  for  their  liberties,  or  by  any  of  thofe  accidents 
which  have  frequentlydccided  the  fateof  battles  and  of  empires,  taking 
the  victory  from  the  ftrong  and  the  race  from  the  fwift,  we  mould  be 
repulfed ;  to  what  a  ftate  of  humiliation  (hall  we  be  reduced  !  Such  is 
the  infuperable  abfurdity  of  the  meafure,  that,  whether  victors  or  van- 
quifhed,  we  are  fure  of  being  fufFerers. 

I  have  faid  but  a  word  about  the  intervention  of  other  powers.  Our 
wife  minifters  will  tell  us,  this  is  improbable.  There  is  not  a  part  of 
the  world  upon  which  France  looks  with  a  more  attentive  eye  than  up- 
on America.  There  is  not  the  fmallefr  event,  relative  to  our  proceed- 
ings towards  the  colonies,  of  which  they  ace  not  minutely  informed. 
If  they  mould  be  idle  fpectators  of  fuch  a  conteft,  it  would  be  one  of 
the  mod  extraordinary  events  that  ever  happened.  No  folly,  lefs 
blind  than  that  which  formed  thefe  meafures  againft  America,  would 
;iazard  fuch  a  fuppofition.  Whatever  pacific  appearances  a  foOlKU 
mir»ifter  mav  hold  out  in  the  king's  fpcech,  the  French  are  in  fact  put- 
V  ting 
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tins  themfelves  into  a  pofture  which  might  well  make  the  firmeft  E« 
Climman  tremble  for  the  event,  even  if  we  were  perfectly  united 

In  every  view  of  our  proceedings >gainft  America,  we  fee  them 
unwife,  perilous,  and  unprofitable.  If  paffion  and  prejudge  have  not 
totally  taken  place  of  reafon  and  enquiry,  let  the  planners  c,  Ihtffyf. 
tern  (hew  us  what  they  rationally  expecl  from  it  The  mofi  Conflden. 
tial  men  have  repeatedly  declared,  in  both  houfes  of  parliament  that 
a  revenue  is  not  the  object.  Lord  Mansfield  will  not  *eny  his  decla- 
ration  at  leaft,  and  there  is  an  hoft  in  him  •.  In  truth  whether  this 
was  meant  in  good  faith  or  not,  it  is  moft  veritable.  No  aaequate  re- 
venue  will  ever  be  obtained  from  thence  by  forcible  means. 

To  what  purpofe  then  are  we  hazarding  fo  great  a  flake  as  the  com- 
merce of  this  kingdom  and  the  peace  of  America  ?  Is  it  that  their 
Whig  principles  are  odious  at  court'?  Is  it  that  the  fpint  o.  the  revo- 
lution,  which  animates  them,  is  hateful  to  every  man  who  has  aban- 
doned the  once  loved  Cocoa-tree,,  for  the  now  aufpicious  clofet  .--is 
it  that  a  ferious  fyftem  of  flavery  has  afcended  the  oack  flairs,  the  fill! 
line  of  which  is  to  fubjugate  America?  One  would  be  very  apt  to  ful- 
pecl  this,  had  we  not  the  royal  aiTurance  that  his  majefty  has  no  in- 
tereft,  can  have  no  intereft.  feparate  from  that  of  his  people.  As- 
tern of  flavery  can  never  be  the  intercft  of  his  people  :  out  a  little  1  0- 
pery,  a  little  arbitrary  power,  French  law,  French  religion,  Kcnth 
government,  and  in  America  only-there  can  be  no  harm i  w  tnat- 
There  is  no  wind  can  blow  them  over  to  England.  ftnVMMocn  an 
accident  mould  happen,  there  will  be  honefl  men  enough  round  to 
perfuade  us  there  is  no  harm  in  that  cither.  A  faffe  aUr:n,  or  an  an- 
fiver  to  queries,  will  do  the  bufinefs.  One  is  always  happy  to  ice  de- 
'clarations  fo  well  fupported  by  actions;  and  if  it  were  pOffifck  to  doubt 
theflncerity  of'the  royal  word,  the  Quebec  bill  would  make  us  bJnth 
at  our  fufpicior/s.  .  ,' 

The  people  are  mterefred ;  it  is  to  them  I  fpeak.     T  here  is  m^eci- 
ing  for  their  interefts  either  in  the  cabinet  or  in  parliament  ;   then  re: 
prefentativesfacrifice  every  tn'fng  to  their  own  pride  and  proiit ;  it  wtm 
only  remains  with  them,  as  the  laff  refource,   to  hil.il  on  their  repu- 
fentatives  procuring  a  retractVoriof  thofe  foulift  and  arbHrady  meabires 
.vhieh  have  thrown  all  America  into  con fu Son,  and  threaten  tke  nrrer 
ruin  of  the  moft  Valuable  commerce  we  peffeis.,    The  taction  o.  h- 
meri'camay  provide  places  and  penfioris  for  the  tools  m*  depfnqsrots 
Of  a  minifTer;   but  it  never  can  rtrttSveomr :ifctfen«l  difoWfes    001  even- 
compenfate  for  the  expence  of  carrying  it  into  execution.      1  hfc  piio- 
duce  of  American  labour  k  fpehl  in  Britifh   mannfaftures  ;    the   Oa- 
lance  of  trade  is  greatly  again?!   them;    whatever  you  take   otreUl* 
in  taxes-,  is  in  efTec!  taken  from  your  own  comme.ee.     It  tn< 
feizes  the  money  with  which  the  American  mould  pay  Us  <  ebis  and 
come  to  market,  the  merchant  and  ifcc  trader  cannot  expect  him  us  a 
Cuftomer;  nor  can  the  debts  already  contracted  be  paid,     i  his  is  an- 
ting up  commerce  by  the  roots.     It  is  like  the  (oily  or  a  young  man 
who  takes  from  the  principal  of  his  eflate  to  fupply  his  Mrants 
know  in  his  cafe  that  fuch  a  practice  will  prove  his  rum.       i  i 


■ 


*  Lord  Dartmouth  has  made  the  fatilfe  declaration  this  fcflforii 
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merce  of  this  kingdom  is  to  the  ftate,  what  the  principal  of  his  fortune 
is  to  a  private  man.  The  fame  conduct  leads  to  the  fame  end.  Sup- 
pofe  we  obtained  from  America  a  million  inftead  of  an  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  it  would  be  fupplying  our  prefent  exigences  by  the  future 
ruin  of  our  commerce.  Nothing  can  be  more  obvious.  What  is  it 
then  that  can  make  us  perfevere  in  a  meafure,  the  very  fucccfs  of  which 
mud  be  our  ruin  ? 

We  are  toFd,  however,  that  the  Americans  pay  no  taxes,  while  ours 
are  very  heavy;  and  that  as  they  equally  enjoy  protection,  they  ought 
to  contribute  their  proportion  to  the  expence. 

But  the  queftion  is  not  -whether  the  Americans  fhall  contribute,  but 
how  they  (hall  contribute?  Whether  they  (hall  be  taxed  by  their  own 
reprefentativesor  by  ours?  They  contributed  during  the  war,  but  it  was 
by  their  own  afTemblies  ;  the  proof  of  this  is  from  the  records  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  itielf.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  mefTage  from 
his  majefty  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  repeated  for  four  feftions. 
Die  Jovis  'l6°  ^prilis^  anno  3 2°  Georgiifecundi  Regis,  1759. 
George  Rex.  His  majefty  beiag  fenfible  of  the  active  zeal  and  vigour 
with  which  his  faithful  fubjects  of  North  America  have  exerted  them- 
felves,  ;n  defence  of  his  majefty's  jufl  rights  and  poiTeflions,  recommends 
it  to  this  houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  to  enable  his 
majefty  to  give  them  a.proper  compenfation  for  the  expences  incurred 
by  the  refpective  provinces,  in  the  levying,  cloathing  and  pay  of  the 
troops  railed  by  the  fame,  according  as  the  active  vigour  and  llrenuous 
efforts  of  the  refpective  provinces  fhall  juftly  appear  to  merit.  G.  R. 
This  was  in  the  good  days  of  George  the  Second,  There  was  no 
junto,  no  back  flairs  f^ufinefs  then  ;  a  whig  king  and  whig  minifler, 
fpeaking  to  a  whig  people.  A  king  who  did  not profefs  that  he  had  no 
intereft  diftinct  from  that  of  his  people,  but  made  them  read  it  in  his 
actions.  A  king  who  had  too  much  dignity  to  deceive  his  people ; 
too  much  honour  to  contrive  the  ruin  of  their  liberties.  The  fyftem 
then  was  to  ajh  the  aid  of  the  people  ;  the  fyftem  now  is,  to  command 
it.  The  Americans,  we  fee,  contributed  then  with  zeal  and  vigour; 
the  event  will  fhew  whether  the  new  fyftem  is  calculated  to  inflame 
their  zeal  and  increafe  their  ardour.  Let  us  however  remember,  in 
the  mean  time,  what  credit  thofe  minifterial  tools  deferve,  who  have 
io  confidently  affirmed,  that  the  Americans  did  not  contribute  to  the 
expences  of  the  late  war. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  troops  raifed  by  each  colony  during 
the  late  war. 

New  Hampfhire  — ■  —  2000 

Maffacbufetts  Bay  —  —  7000 

Rhode  Ifland  —  —  1 5°° 

Connecticut  —  —  500° 

New  York  —  —  2600 

New  Jerfey  —  —  ieoo 

Pennfylvania  —  —  1 500 

Virginia  —  —  1200 

Carolina  —  —  2000 

Total  23,800 

With 
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With  equal  truth  it  is  faid,  that  the  Americans  pay  no  taxes.    I  will 
give  an  eftimate  of  the  taxes,  both  internal  and  external,  paid  by  th% 
colony  of  Virginia,  with  the  income  and  expence  of  the  colony,  a$d 
the  balance  will  fhew  their  ability  to  bear  additional  impofitions. 
EXPENCE.  £. 

Quit  rents  — —  10,000 

Impoft  on  tobacco  — —  — — »  5000 

Tonnage  on  (hipping 5000* 

British  manufactures,  one  third  of  which,  according  to  the 

Britifh  writers,   arifes  from  various  taxes  —  800,000 

Poll  tax,  land  tax,  wheel  tax,  &c.  —  —  100,000 

From  tobacco  being  reilricled  to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain     100,000 

Commiilion  on  the  fule  of  the  tobacco  120,000 

GROSS    PRODUCE.      £. 

From  tobacco  -- —  660,000 

Lumber,  corn,  grain  and  provifion     -*■    300,000 

Total  960,000         1,140,000 

It  appears  from  this  eftimate,  that  a  ninth  part  of  the  grofs  produce 
of  thecclony  is  paid  for  internal  taxes — that  as  much  is  facrificed  to  the 
acls  of  navigation,  which  reJtricT:  their  trade  to  this  country  for  our  be- 
nefit— that  a  fum,  aimed:  equal  to  the  whole,  "is  expended  In  Britifti 
manufactures  and  merchandize,  which  leaves  the  colony  in  debt,  an- 
nually, i8o,ocol.  The  vaft  profits  which  the  British  merchants  make 
upon  this  commerce,  enable  ihem  to  afford  that  credit;  which,  when 
it  rifes  to  an  extreme,  is  reduced  by  greater  frugality  in  the  planter,  or 
by  an  extraordinary  favourable  year  increafing  the  quantity,  quality,  or 
price  of  his  produce,  and  confequently  thegrois  income  of  the  colony. 

The  public  will  judge,  from  this  fituation  of  one  of  the  richefr.  colo- 
nies, of  the  ability  of  America  to  bear  additional  taxes  Were  the 
right  of  impofing  them  ever  fo  unqueilionable,  the  impropriety  of  it 
would  be  manifeO .  A  young  people,  loaded  with  an  enormous  debt 
of  fix  millions,  with  the  balance  of  trade  annually  againft  them,  arifing 
entirely  from  the  reffriclions  we  impofe  upon  their  trade,  are  not  fit 
objects  of  additional  taxation.  Were  thefe  circumitances  reverfed, 
there  would  be  fome  propriety  in  applying  to  them  for  relief  from  the 
Joad  of  our  national  debt  and  eftabliihment :  but  as  it  is,  were  they  ever 
fo  little  inclined  to  queilion  your  right,  or  to  refift  the  impofition  of 
taxes,  the  confequence  of  impofing  them  would  be  ruinous.  The  in- 
habitants finding  it  impoffible  to  live  in  fuch  circumflances  would  retire 
back  in  troops,  as  our  own  are  now  emigrating  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Remote  from  the  fea  coaft,  they  would  live  entirely 
within  themfelves,  relinquishing  all  commerce  with  the  mother  country, 
and  bidding  defiance  equally  to  the  merchant  for  his  debt,  and  the 
crown  for  its  taxes.  Thefe  meafures  being  pioanptedby  neceffify  would 
be  irrefiftible.  They  would  leave  us  a  depopulated  frontier  to  tyrannize 

Thcfc  three  Aims,  amounting  to  20,000!.  together  with  the  quit  rents  in  the  oil  cr 
North  American  colonies,  and  the  duty  of  4f  per  cent,  on  all  the  produce  of  the  Weft 
Jndialflands,  except  Jamaica,  amounting  annually,  at  the  loweft  cdttrputation,  to  ioo,oool. 
are  paid  to  the  crown,  and  never  accounted  for  to  parliament.  Before  any  fan  he.  a>d 
can  with  propriety  be  afked  of  our  American  brethren,  fliuuij  we  not  ihvtv  thtm  thac 
this  roe,ocol,  is  really  applied  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftaf*? 

D  over 
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over;  and  for  this  you  would  have  facrifked  a  valuable  and  growing 
commerce,  with  all  the  ftrength  and  aid  which  we  have  received  from 
the  active  zeal  and  vigorous  efforts  of  an  affectionate,  induftrious,  loyal 
people.  Were  I  ai>  enemy  to  Great  Britain,  I  would  promote  this 
very  fyftem,  to  humble,  to  overthrow  her.  I\Iothing  operates  like  nc- 
cefTity.  No  humanwifdom  or  virtue  can  produce  equal  effects.  Per- 
fevere  in  thefe  meafures,  and  you  will  create  that  neceffity,  which 
will  effect  the  independence  of  America  beyond  the  operation  of  policy 
or  perfuafion.  "  Men  pay  too  dear  for  their  want  of  providence;  and 
"  find  too  late,  that  the  neglect  of  juftice  is  an  infallible  undermining, 
**  how  undifcerned  foever,  of  that  fecurity  which  their  policy  would 
u  raife  for  themfelves,  in  the  place  of  that  which  wifdom  and  juffice 
<c  had  provided  for  them  *." 

How  then  are  we  to  avert  thefe  evils  ?  How  are  we  to  regain  the 
confidence  of  America,  and  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  ?  Nothing 
more  eafy.  Recall  your  fleets  and  armies  ;  recall  your  commiiTioners  ; 
repeal  your  ufciefs,  your  obnoxious  laws;  reffore  the  eftablifhment of 
America  to  what  it  was  at  the  conchuion  of  the  late  war ;  ceafe  to  hold 
out  rewards,  as  if  in  the  public  gazette,  for  fraud  and  impofition.  The 
Barnards,  the  Hutchinfons,  the  Olivers,  will  without  end  make  fuch 
credulity  the  ruinous  inftruments  of  their  revenge,  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion. Such  men  never  want  the  fpecious  pretext  of  loyalty  and  order, 
to  cover  their  interefted  views  f. 

But  it  will  be  faid,  that  to  retract  would  be  to  refign  our  authority 

over  our  colonies.     What had  we  no  authority  over  America  till 

the  year  1764,  when  thefe  meafures  commenced?  Was  no  revenue 
collected,  no  acts  of  parliament  obeyed,  no  fupreme  power  exercifed 
or  acknowledged  till  the  ftamp-act?  Was  that  act  founded  upon  any 
complaint  of  this  kind  ? 

The  fact  isfo  far  the  teverfe,  that  the  revenue  officers  remitted  more 
money  home  before,  than  fince  that  act;  the  laws  of  trade  were  much 
better  obeyed  ;  nor  was  our  fupreme  controuling  power  queftioned  or 
oppofed.  If  thefe  pofitions  are  not  true,  let  thofe  who  advife  thefe 
American  meafures,  produce,  if  they  can,  any  authentic  evidence  to 
refute  them.  I  will  refer  to  fome  of  thofe  laws,  which,  in  our  fove- 
reignty,  we  made  for  America,  and  which,  in  their  reluctance  to 
difpute  with  us,  they  obeyed.  In  the  rertriction  of  their  trade  and 
manufactures,  the  exercife  of  our  power  was  wantonly  oppreffive; 
yet  until  we  paffed  that  line,  and  attempted  to  take  their  money  from 
them  without  their  confent,  that  is,  to  make  them  the  moil  abject 
flaves,  we  hear  of  no  petitions,  remonflrances,  and  affociations  againfi: 
our  acts.  The  fentiments  of  America,  upon  this  queiVion,  are  exactly 
fimilar,  and  ought  to  be  equally  refpected  with  thofe  of  our  anceftors 
in  the  cafe  of  (hip-money.  I  will  give  them  in  the  words  of  Mr 
Hume.  "■  The  amount  of  the  whole  tax  was  very  moderate,  little 
exceeding  twenty  thoufand  pounds — It  was  diftribnted  upon  the  peo- 
ple with  julfice  and  equality,  and  the  money,  honour,  andadvantage 
of  the  kingdom;  yet  all  thefe  circumftances  could  not  reconcile  the 

people 

*  Lord  Clarendon.  f  The  late  refolres  of  the  American  congrefs  will  furnifli 

the  iaireft  ground  for  reconciliation. 
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people  to  the  imposition.  It  was  entirely  arbitrary.  By  the  fame 
right  any  other  tax  might  be  impofed,  and  men  efteemed  a  powerful 
fleet,  though  very  defirable,  but  a  poor  recompence  for  all  their  liber- 
ties." Hill,  of  Kng.  V.  v.  p.  2IQ.  In  proof  of  what  I  have  faid,  I 
will  recite  fome  of  the  molt  grievous  exertions  of  our  fupreme  autho- 
rity to  which  they  fubmitted. 

Firft,  The  prohibition  from  making  fteel,  or  erecting  fleel  furnaces, 
This  was  the  more  fevere,  as  it  facrificed  all  America  to  five  or  fix 
perfons  in  England,  engaged  in  this  manufacture,  who  are  fo  far  from 
being  able  to  fupply  the  market,  that  confiderable  quantities  are  yearly 
imported  from  Germany, 

Secondly,  Obliging  them  to  land  the  Spanifh  and  Portugal 
wines  and  fruit,  which  they  import,  in  England,  fubject  to  high 
duties  and  heavy  charges  for  re  /hipping.  This  reftriction  not  only 
grievoufly  enhances  the  price  of  thefe  neceffary  articles,  but  expofes 
their  vetflls  to  the  danger  and  expence  of  an  additional  voyage  of 
1000  miles,  in  a  boifterous  fea,  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  in  time  of  war, 
to  an  advanced  infurance  of  25  per  ceut. 

Thirdly,  The  reflraint  laid  on  the  fale.of  hats,  and  the  prohibi- 
tion of  exporting  them.  In  confeque,nce  of  this,  an  inhabitant  of  one 
province  cannot  buy  a  hat  from  his  neighbour,  being  a  hatter,  in  the 
other  ;  but  muff,  fend  3000  miles  for  it,  at  three  times  the  price,  for 
the  benefit  of  our  manufactures.  Is  this  no  facriiice  on  the  part  of 
Am  erica  ?   No  advantage- on  ours  ? 

Fourthly,  They  are  not  fufFered  to  erect  plating  or  Hiring  mills,  or 
tilt  hammers.  Thus,  though  iron  is  the  produce  of  their  own  country, 
they  mull  fend  it  to  England,  and  pay  us  for  man ufactu ring  it,  before 
they  are  furred  to  avail  themfelves  of  thofe  advantages  which  God  has 
given  them.  Nails,  hoes,  ploughs,  axes,  Sec,,  they  arc  under  thegreat- 
eit  neceility  of  ufing,  from  the  nature  of  their  country,  in  great  quan- 
tities j  yet  they  are  obliged  to  take  fuch  as  we  piea.fe  to  give  thtm,  at 
our  own  price,  loaded  with  our  taxes,  and  the  charges  of  double 
freight,  corn-millions,  &c. 

Fifthly,  They  are  prohibited  from  carrying  wool,  or  any  kind  of 
woollen  goods  made  in  one  colony,  to  another.  A  fingle  fleece  of 
wool,  or  a  dozen  of  home-made  hofe  carried  from  one  colonyto  an- 
other, is  not  only  forfeited,  but  fubjeets  the  velTel  if  conveyed  by  water, 
or  the  waggon  and  horfes,  if  by  land,  to  a  feizure,  and  the  owner  to  a 
heavy  fine. 

Sixthly,  The  Americans  are  not  permitted  to  carry  logwood  to  any 
foreign  market,  without  previoully  bringing  to  (ome  Briti/h  port,  to 
land,  and  re-fnip  it,  at  a  great  rifque,  expence,  and  lofs  of  time. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  reader  with  more  inifances,  though  there  are 
many.  Thefe  are  amply  fufficient  to  (hew  what  authority  \Vj  hzd  over 
them,  and  how  rigomulv  we  exercifed  it  -how  much  to  our  own  ad- 
vantage, and  to  their  lofs.  When  we  have  deflroyed  the  Americans 
or  dilfolved  by  our  injuftice  and  extortion  their  connection  with  us, 
where  is  it  we  (hall  find  another  people  whom  we  may  thus ■ir.-afce  the 
inftruments  of  our  manufactures  and  commerce?  Where  is  it  we  can 
fecure  a  monopoly  of  the  grofs  article,  and  of  its  confumption  when 
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manufactured  ?  It  is  plain  from  thefe  very  reftrictions,  that  America  is 
capable  of  manufacturing  tor  he  kif.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a  lit- 
tle time  would  enable  her  to  iupply  other  nations.  The  defifUng  from 
this,  confining  themfelves  to  the  culture  of  raw  materials,  and  con* 
fuming  our  manufactures  loaded  with  every  charge,  tax  and  impofition, 
is  the  price  they  paid  for  the  protection  we  gave  them.  We  exacted  it 
rigor  oully,  yet  they  paid  it  willingly.  Severe  as.  the  reftraints  were, 
they  flourimed  under  them,  and  therefore  did  not  complain.  But  when 
we  affumed  a  greater  power  ;  when,  not  content  with  retraining  their 
acquifitions,  we  began  to  take  from  them  at  our  pleafure,  what  they 
acquired  under  thofe  refrraints  ;  this  was  a  fyftem  of  fuch  glaring  in- 
juftice,  that  they  could  not  fubmit  to  it.  It  was  a  fyftem  that  left  them 
nothing  they  could  call  their  own.  What  incitement  could  any  man 
in  America  have  to  be  indultrious  or  acquire  property,  when  a  houfe  of 
commons,  diftant,  unknown  to  him,  unconnected  with  him,  unelected 
by  him,  not  fharing  in  the  tax  theyimpofed,  or  rather  faving  their  own, 
as  they  lavilhed  his  property,  might  difpofe  of  it  as  they  pleafed,  with* 
out  his  confent  or  participation,  or  thofe  of  any  one  deputed  by  him  ?* 

Nor  were  we  content  with  this;  we  fubjected  all  their  property  to 
the  judgment  of  a  fingie  judge  of  admiralty,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury.  A  judge  appointed  by  the  king,  fubfifling  at  his 
pleafure,  yet  determining  between  the  king  and  the  fubject,  and  pay- 
able out  of  the  forfeitures  which  his  judgment  againfl  the  fubject  fhould 
produce.  It  is  not  in  human  wickednefs  and  injultice  to  devifemore 
infallible  means  of  perverting  juitice,  and  rendering  property  infecure. 
And  that  this  molt  arbitrary  meafure  mightbe  executed  in  the  mod  odi<- 
ous  manner,  thofe  men  were  appointed  to  thefe  offices  who  had  figna- 
lized  themfelves,  not  by  their  abilities  and  virtue,  but  by  being  infamous 
{ticklers  againit  their  country.  Let  us  contemplate  for  a  moment  the 
effect  of  this  eftablifhment  of  vice-admiralty  courts.  The  law  gives 
the  c u ft om- houfe  officer  the  option  of  carrying  his  feizure  into  any  one 
of  the  four  courts  appointed  for  all  America.  The  officer  makes  his 
feizure  in  Penlacola,  and  libels  in  the  court  at  Hallifax,  which  is  more 
than  two  thoufand  miles  diftant.  The  owner  mult  be  at  the  expence 
of  going  thither,  mull  fubmit  his  property  to  the  arbitration  of  fuch  a 
judge,  and  whether  the  decifion  be  for  or  againit  him,  he  can  have  no 
retribution  for  his  expences,  or  for  the  delay,  01  for  the  damage  his 
cargo  may  have  received  The  law  has  made  the  judge's  certificate  a 
protection  to  the  officer  againit  an  action  of  damages. 

It  feemed,  however,  that  the  oppreflicn  of  America  was  not  yetfuf- 
ficiently  fevere.  All  their  judges  were  therefore  rendered  dependent 
upon  the  crown  for  their  falaries  and  their  places.  The  lives  and  li- 
berties as  weil  as  the  property  of  the  people  were  to  be  at  the  mercy 
of  the  crown.  To  make  the  fyftem  compleat,  their  governors  were 
rendered  as  abfolute  as  the  Spanifh  Viceroys.  In  fine,  to  convince 
them  that  they  were  doomed  to  experience  the  lalt  exertion  of  arbi- 
trary power,  a  militrary  force  was  lent  to  execute  this  fyftfem. 

After  all  thtfe  injuries  and  infults,  we  are  furprized  that  the  Ameri* 
cans  fhould  be  difcontented  !  We  think  it  extraordinary  that  they  ihould 
rieffroy  the  tea  fent  on  purpofe  to  compel  the  payment  of  a  duty  fo  im- 
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pofed  !  It  is  an  injury  to  private  property:  but  who  offered  the  iirft 
injury  to  private  properry  ?   Who  was  it  that  claimed  and  exercifed  a 
right  todifpofe  of  all  the  property  in  America  at  their  pleafure?  The 
Britifh  houfe  of  commons.     A  fer  of  men  alTembled  at  Weilminffer, 
who  have  jult  as  much  right  to  difpofe  of  property  in  America  as  the 
Divan  at  Conitantinople  has  in  England.     This  was  the  firft  interrup- 
tion of  that  harmony  which  fubfilted  between  the  two  countries;  a  har- 
mony under  which  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  this  country  fb 
eminently  profpered.    The  Americans  were  not  theaggreffors.    They 
received  the  news  of  the  intended  {tamp  act  with  aftonifhment.    It  was 
fome  time  before  they  could  believe  it  poilible,  that  a  parliament  which- 
they  regarded  with  relpect  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  outrage  againit 
their  rights ;   That  a  houfe  of  commons,  who  exifled  only  by  the  elec- 
tionof  the  people  of  England,  who  would  not  fufTer  any  other  branch 
of  the  legi/lature  to  touch  the  property  of  the  people,  becaufe  they  only 
are  deputed  by  them,  (hould  feriouily  reiolve  that  it  might  be  jult  and 
expedient  for  them  to  give  aad   grant  the  property  of    the  people  of 
America.     One  reads,  t®  this  moment,  fuch  a  refoiution  with  a  mix- 
ture of  afloniihment  and  ridicule.    Had  they  refolved  that  it  would  be 
jull  and  proper  for  that  houfe  to  turn  all  the  white  people  in  America 
into  blacks,  it  would  not  have  been  more  ridiculous.    For  God's  fake 
whence  did  they  derive  the  right  of  giving  the  property  of  the  people 
of  America?  Did  that  people  ever  delegate  to  them  fuch  a  right :  Can 
fuch  a  right  exift  without  the  delegation  of  the  community  to  whom 
the  property  belongs  I  Yet  from  this  abfurd  refoiution  we  proceeded  to 
acts  which  have  aiirnated-  and    inflamed  all  America.    Are  the  Ame- 
ricans to  blame  for  all  this  ?  Are  they  culpable  for  the  confequences  i 
Are  we  to  put  fire  in  a  man's  hand  and  puni(h  him  for  exprefling  a 
fenfe  of  pain   and   endeavouring  to  reject  it?   Are  the  Americans  di- 
veiled  of  the  feelings  of  humanity  ?   If  they  are  not,  the  things  which 
are  calculated  torouze  and  iiritate  thofe  feelings,  nmft  have  their  efTecis. 
In  thefe  circumftances,   the   tea    was   destroyed   at  Boflon   by    per- 
fons  unknown.     Without  enquiring  after    the  guilty,  without  evi- 
dence, without  a  hearing,   (their  agent  refufed  a  hearing,   upon  a 
quibble  which  would  have  difgraced  the  Old  Bailey)   we  proceed   to 
punifh  the  town  of  Boflon,  to  a  thoufand  times  the  amount  of  the  da. 
mage  fuffained. 

But  this  was  not  enough;  in  violation  of  the  royal  faith,  we  alter 
their  charter,  without  any  act  of  forfeiture  even  pretended.  Their 
juries,  whowerechofen  by  lor,  and  therefore,  as  far  as  human  precaution 
could  effect,  wtre  rendered  impartial,  we  have  directed  to  be  retui  ned 
by  the  iherifF,  who  is  a  creature  of  the  governor's  appointment  ;  Lnd 
thus  a  way  is  found  out  to  have  the  Jives,  liberties  and  property  of  rhe 
people  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  under  the  form  of  law,  by  pu  k'd 
juries,  as  well  as  dependent  judges,  Thefe  are  the  meafures  which  are 
to  calm  ihe  commotions  of  America,  and  reftore  the  harmony  we  nave 
interrupted.  Yet  aftei  all  thefe  proceedings,  calculated  to  exafprnue 
and  inflame  the  Americans,  and  to  convince  them  that  we  have  ntitber 
juflice  nor  wifdom  to  guide  us,  the  men  who  have  been  uinuunent  1 
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in  all  this  are  gravely  told,  tli.it  the  "temper  and  firmnefs  with  which 
they  have  afted,  will  enfme  fuccefs" — and  that  a  bill  for  eftablifhing 
popery  and  arbitrary  government  in  America  "  is  founded  upon  the 
cleared  principles  of  humanity  and  juftice."  On  any  other  occafion 
one  would  have  besft  tdtti'pte'd  to  think  this  was  faid  to  ridicule  them. 
..Let  it  hire  been  meant  a;  it  will,  fuch  praife  is  the  feverefl:  fatire. 

Spirit  of  the  Stfalrt  tt  I  ooic'down  and  wonder  !  This  (ingle-  ti  -  an  fac- 
tion will  put  all  your  merits  to  the  htuih  ! 

Every  ilep  we  have  taken  refpec'Urig  America,  for  ten  years  part,  has 
been  repugnant  to  the  practice  of  oW  anceftdfs.  It  was  their  policy  to 
conciliate  the  people,  and  fecure  their  commerce  to  Great  Britain. 
Our  fyftern  has  been  toatienate  and  ifrlr'ati  them.'  We  have  made  it  a 
public  virtue  in  America  to  difcontilnufe  all  commerce  with  us,  and  to 
entourage  fmuggling.  We  (frail  attempt*  perhaps  too  late,,  to  return 
to  the  wifdom  or  former  times.  If  there  were  any  defect ;  in  the  Ame- 
rican constitutions,  we  have  not  taken  the  proper  fteps  to  rectify 
them.  '  "  Time  on::  ;rd  long  experience,"  fays  Sully,  M  can  bring 
remedies  to  the  deiV  tie  iri  a  itate  whofe  form  is  already  determined  ; 
and  this  ought  always  to  be  attempted,  with  a  v  ••  plan  of  its 

original  eonftitution  :  this  is  io  Certain,  that  whene.cr  we  fee  a  (rate 
conducted  by  meafures  contrary  to  thofe  made  me  of  in  its  foundarion, 
We  may  be  allured  a  great  revolution  is  at  hand  V 

The  &merit%n  6dtiMtM\ojii  were  modelled  upon  that  of  England. 
We  have  begun  tie  eforffdrton  i  but  the  taxing  the  people  without 
their  being ?eprer  m.  ei— the  depriving  them  of  all  influence  in  the  go- 
vernment— -the  abolition  of  juries  in  part,  and  rendering  the  reft  liable 
to  be  pack'd  by  the  ■  crown  officer4?—  the  making  their  judges  dependent, 
and  rheir  governors  a'folute  —  the  impowering  cuilora-houfe  officers, 
at  rheir  pleafure,  to  break  open  a  man's  doors,  cabinets,  ch  eft's,  &c. 
rendering  his  honfe  no  longer  his  caftle  of  protection — thefe  are  the 
reformation?  we  have  attempted  in  America.  They  arc  indeed  with  a 
view  to  the  original  eonftitution,  but  manifeftly  with  a  view  to  over- 
turn it.  The  event  will  (hew  whether  Sully's  confequence  will  follow, 
whe'her  a  great  revolution  will  enfue.  In  my  judgment  it  will  be 
inevitable,  unlefs  the  intervention  of  the  people  at  large,  who  in  every 
view  are  interefted  to  prevent  it,  (horrid  exert  thofe  powers  which 
they  have  in  the  (hue,  and  prevail  on  parliament  to  retract  all  thofe 
obnoxious,  nnconllitutional  meafures,  and  reft  arc  America  to  that 
Prate  in  which  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Our  commerce  with 
her  then  was  uninterrupted,  profperous  and  profitable;  our  authority 
over  her  was  fully  fuflieient  to  prefer  vc  this  advantage.  By  arrogating 
more,  we  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  whole,  either  by  the  deftruction  or 
difconneclion  of  the  people  upon  whom  it  depended. 

That  our  authority  over  America,  and  the  advantages  we  derived 
from  her,  before  thefe  meafures  commenced,  were  as  great  as  in  reafon 
and  juftice  we  fhould  require,  is  the  opinion  of  a  wife  aud  well  informed 
foreigner  ;  a  wi  iter  who  has  viewed  the  ftate  of  all  the  European  colo- 
nies with  great  impai  rinlity  and  attention  5  I  mean  thecelebrated  author 
of  the  Hi/hire philojohhlmie  des  hides.     His  fentiments  are  thefe  : 

"  Great 

*  Memoirs,  v.  % 
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••  Great  Britain  enjoys  all  the  power  over  her  colonies  that  fhe  ought 
to  deiire.  She  has  a  negative  on  all  the  law  s  they  make.  The  exe- 
cutive power  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  her  delegates.  There  is  an 
appeal  to  her  from  all  their  civil  courts.  AM  their  commercial 
movements  are  in  her  arbitration.  To  incrcafe  the  yoke  of  a  domi- 
nation fo  wifely  framed,  would  be  to  plunge  ihtcontincnt  anew  into 
that  diforder  from  which  they  have  hardly  extritaied  themfelves  by 
two  centuries  of  continual  labourand  hardships-—  it  would  be  to  com- 
pel the  induftrious  labourers,  who  have  cleared  it,  to  aim  in  defence 
of  thofe  lacred  rights  which  they  hold  equally  from  nature  and  fo- 
ciety.  The  people  of  England,  a  people  fo  devoted  to  liberty,  who 
have  fometimes  protected  it  in  regions  unallsed  to  them— can  they 
forget  thofe  principles  which  their  glory,  their  virtue,  their  feelings, 
their  fafety  render  an  eternal  duty  ?  Will  they  betray  thofe  lights, 
which  are  fo  dear  to  themfclves,  fo  far  as  to  contribute  to  reduce  their 
brothers  to  flavery  i  If  however  it  fhonld  happen,  that  fo-ine  incen- 
diaty  fpirits  lhould  devife  fo  fatal  a  meafure,,and  in  forne  iftotoent 
of  madnefs  fliould  have  it  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  what  ought  then 
to  be  the  conduct  of  the  colonies.,  to  prevent  their  falling  under  the 
moll  odious  fervitude  ? 

"  Before  they  proceed  to  extremities,  they  fhouid  remember  all  the 
advantages  they  deiive  from  the  nzGce  powerful  flare.  England  has 
always  been  a  bulwark  to  them,  againlf  the  nations  of  Europe.  She 
has  been  a  guide  to  them,  and  a  preferver  from  thofe  civil  difTen- 
tions,  which  jealoufy  and  rivalfnip.  but  too  often  excite  among 
neighbouring  ffates,  in  their  infancy  and  progrei's.  It  is  to  this  in* 
fluence  of  her  excellent  conftitution  that  they  owe  the  profpciity  shcy 
enjoy.  As  long  as  the  colonies  continue  under  wife  and  moderate  re- 
gulation,  they  will  continue  to  extend  the  progress  of  their  induilry 
to  the  far  theft  extremity  of  their  country  r 

"  But  m \y  their  love  for  Great  Bvitaiu  be,  in  the  mean  rime,  ac- 
companied by  a  certain  jealoufy  of  their  liberties.  Let  then  lights  be 
frequently  examimed,  difcuffed  and  explained.  Let  them  cfe&i  iih 
thofe  as  their  beft  citizens,  who  .nceffantiy  warm  them.  This  jealous 
fpirit  is  neceffary  in  all  free  ftates;  bur  more  cfpeciaiiy  in  a  mixr-d* 
conftitution.  where  'liberty  is  joined  with  a  certain  dependence  ne- 
ceffary to  the  connection  between  two  diftant  Hates.  Such  vigilance 
will  be  the  fureft  guardian  of  that  union,  which  ought  for  ever  to 
connect  Great  Britain  and  her  American  colonies. 
"  But  if  the  miniftry,  which  always,  even  in  free  ftates,  coniiftsor 
ambitious  men,  fhouid  attempt  to  augment  Uvj  power  cf  tbe  crown, 
or  the  revenue  of  the  flare,  to  the  injury  of  the  colonies,  ihcy  o«ght 
firmly  to  refill  the  ufurpation— Yet  they  aie  too  i«.jueh  enlightened 
not  to  know,  that  they  cannot  be  juftified  i$  i.ug  to  extre- 

mities, till  they  havetried  every  means  of  obt;^!--:^  u-drefs  in  vain": 
but  they  know  too,  that  if  they  are  driven  to  the  i  .  .      ufrng 

"   ilaveiy 

*  The  Americans  have  in  fact  eihaufted  every  peaceable  i;  ■  tfg  redrefr. 

For  feven  years  they  have  inceiTantly  complained  and  petitioned  for  rfidrefs  ;  their  return 
has  invariably  been  a  repetition  of  injuries,  aggravated  by  the  rrVofl  intolerable  infuits. 
There  ha*  not  been  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  they  have  complained,  without  being  rc» 
bukei,  or  in  which  they  have  been  complained  »j>ainft,  without  being  puniflud. 
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"  flavery  or  war,  if  they  arc  compel  led  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of 
"  their  liberty  they  ought  not  to  fully  fo  nobleacaufe  with  all  the  hor- 
•'  rors  and  cruelties  of  fedition  ;  and  with  the  determined  purpofeof 
"  not  (heathing  the  fword,  till  their  rights  are  vindicated,  they  (hould 
"  be  fat), Med  with  the  recovery  ot  their  former  privileges." 

Prejudice  and  imaginary  inteieft,  artfully  laid  before  us, have  madeus 
▼iew  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs  thro' a  falfe  medium.  But  this  philoso- 
pher, who  fees  the  whole  with  an  equal  and  impaitial  eye,  whofe  exa- 
minatioaof  the  (late  of  our  connection  with  America  has  made  him  a 
cor  Decent,  and  his  difintereflednefs  an  Opright  judge,  can  clearly  per- 
ceive the  unwife  and  unjufr  policy  of  our  proceedings.  The  universal 
difcontent  in  America,  where  no  fuch  temper  was  ever  heard  of  before 
the  commencement  of  thefe  meafures,  ought  to  convince  us  that  they 
labour  under  real  grievances  It  is  an  infallible  trutn,  what  the  Duke 
de  Sully  has  obferved — Pour  Iepeuple,  ceri  efl  jamais  par  envie  cl  attaquer, 
qii yelle fe  fouleve ;  mais  par  impatience  de  fotijfrir*.  "  The  people  never 
*'  rife  from  a  defire  of  doing,  but  from  an  impatience  of  fufFeringinju- 
"  ries."  But  not  only  that  love  of  tranquillity,  which  withholds  people 
in  general  from  commotions,  operated  with  the  Americans,  but  the 
additional  motives  of  arfeclion  and  refpec't,  which  made  them  always 
regard  this  country  as  their  home.  Thefe  were  habits  ariflng  from 
education,  which  always  take  the  ftrongeft  poffeflion  of  the  human 
mind.  Nothing  indeed  could  have  overcome  the  reftraiiu  of  thefe 
feelings,  but  fo  palpable  an  invalion  ot  their  rights  and  liberties,  as 
convinced  them  there  was  a  defign  in  his  majefty's  minifters  to  enflave 
them.  As  the  true  defcendants  of  Englishmen,  they  are  jealous  of 
their  liberty,  and  prize  it  beyond  all  earthly  bleflings.  It  is  a  fpirit 
we  ought  to  refpec't,  even  in  its  excefTes,  becaufe  there  is  always  more 
daager  of  finking  into  flavery,  than  of  riling  into  licentioufnefs.  When 
we  cenfure  the  ftruggl^s  of  other  people  for  their  liberties,  I  am  a- 
fraid  we  (hall  not  long  contend  for  our  own.  No  man,  fays  the  gal- 
lant Lord  Moiefworth,  can  be  a  fincere  lover  of  liberty,  who  is  not 
for  encreafing  and  communicating  that  blefling  to  all  people :  and 
therefore  the  giving  or  reftoring  it,  not  only  to  our  brethren  of  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  but  even  to  France  itfelf,  were  it  in  our  power,  i3 
one  of  the  principal  articles  of  Whiggifm. 

May  the  liberties  of  England  be  immortal — bu?  may  Englifhmen 
ever  remember,  that  the  fame  arbitrary  fpirit  which  prompts  an  inva- 
fion  of  the  conftitution  ini.America,  will  not  long  leave  that  of  England 
unattacked  ;  and  that  the  fame  corrupt  fervility  in  their  members,  will 
make  them  the  inftruments  of  the  crown  in  all  its  attempts. 

*  Yol.I.  p.  133. 


A 

SECOND      APPEAL 

TO      THE 

JUSTICE    and  INTERESTS  of   the  PEOPLE. 

Or''  y«£   iiri  tm  Jtr*o»,  aXV   Iwi   Ttff  o/xi)  eivoti  iKWipit  avion.  Thucydides, 

Non  enim  ut  fervi,  fed  ut  pari  jure  Jint  demittuntur  Colonia. 

Grotius,lib.  ii.  c.  9. 

THE  word  event  that  I  apprehended  from  oar  unhappy   difference 
with  our  fellow  fubjecrs  in  America,  is  now  come   to  pals.     The 
civil  fword,  with  all  its  terrible  formalities,  is  drawn  in  our  colonics. 

I  did  indeed  conceive,  that,  if  not  compelled  by  additional  injuries  and 
irritation,  the  Americans  would  rather  acquieice,for  a  time, under  their 
former  grievances,  than  meet  the  administration  in  arms  ;  or  that  if 
they  did  make  fuch  an  attempt,  defeat  and  defrrucrlon  muff,  at  firft, 
be  their  inevitable  iot.  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  United  Provinces, 
when  they  >vere  compelled  to  refit}  Spain;  and  yet,  in  the  end,  that 
refinance  was  fatal  to  the  oppreflbr. 

But  a  total  rejection  of  the  healing  meafures  propofed  by  Lord 
Chatham;  an  adoption  of  the  moA  rigorous  proceedings  here,  and 
a  military  movement  there,  have  driven  them  at  once  into  the  lafk 
refources  of  defpair — an  appeal  to  the  God  of  battles.  In  this  appeal, 
they  have  already  fbewn  an  addrefs  and  refolution,  which  forebode 
a  conteft  the  moft  obftinare,  bloody,  and  defhucYive,  that  has  ever 
yet  deftroyed  mankind.  At  the  expence  of  near  two  thoufand  of  our 
braved  men,  we  have  fcarce  acquired  territory  enough  to  bury  the 
the  (lain  ;  and  the  army  of  ten  thoufand,  with  our  beft  generals, 
which  it  was  vainly  imagined  could  march  in  triumph  through  the 
whole  continent  of  America,  is  kept  fliut  up  in  Bolton,  in.  f pit e  of 
every  ftratagem  and  effort,  a  prey  to  flume,  difeafe,  and  disappoint- 
ment. 

Such,  unhappily,  is  the  prefent  flate  of  America.  Our  meafures 
have  united  them  as  one  man.  Our  attempts  to  execute  thole  mea- 
fures by  military  force,  have  ferved  only  to  convince  us  of  thtir 
ftrength  and  our  weaknefs. 

In  order  to  judge,  however,  of  thefe  proceedings,  it  is  necefT;  ry  to 
take  a  view  of  what  has  pafled  fince  the  commencement  of  the  iaft 
feflioa  of  parliament. 

E  After 
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After  the  intemperate  meafures  of  the  feflion  of  1774,  good  and 
wife  men  placed  their  hopes  of  relief  from  the  violences  of  that,  in 
the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  a  new  parliament.  Men  who  forefaw 
the  deftructive  confequences  to  the  whole  empire  from  coercive  mea- 
fures, and  that  the  intereds  of  the  whole  would  be  beft  cotifulted  by 
the  peace  and  contentment  of  the  whole,  could  not  but  hope,  that  a 
new  parliament,  uncommitted  in  this  dangerous  quarrel,  would  en- 
deavour to  heal  the  unhappy  divifions  that  diffracted  and  endangered 
the  dominion,  by  redrefling  grievances,  and  refioring  the  colonies  to 
the  unmolefted  enjoyment  of  thofe  liberties,  the  infringement  of  which 
was  the  foundation  of  this  alarming  difpute. 

Thefe  hopes  were  flattering,  but  fugitive.  From  the  firft  day,  the 
firft  hour  of  the  fefTion,  they  vaniftied,  Nor  was  it  long  before  the 
reafon  of  this  difappointment  was  difcovered.  The  miniflers  boafted 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  they  had  advifed  a  fudden  diflblution  of  par- 
liament, that  it  might  be  re-chofen  before  the  nation  recovered  from 
its  delufion  refpecting  America.  The  parliament  obtained  by  fuch  a 
manoeuvre,  anfwered  effectually  the  ends  of  thofe  who  planned  it;  fo 
effectually  indeed,  as  to  have  left  us  hardly  any  thing  but  to  pray,  that 
the  boafi  of  the  mini/lers  may  not  be  the  bane  of  the  empire. 

The  King's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  contained  the  a- 
larming  exprelTions  of — a  molt  daring  fpirit  of  refinance  and  difobe- 
dience  to  the  law  in  the  Maifachufet's  Bay,  breaking  out  into  violen- 
ces of  a  very  criminal  nature- — unwarrantable  attempts  and  unlawful 
combinations  in  the  other  colonies.  The  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons re-echoed  thefe  expreifions ;  and  while  they  declared  their  hope 
that  "  his  majeity's  conftant  endeavours  to  prevent  the  breaking  out 
of  frefh  disturbances  in  Europe,  would  be  attended  with'fuccefs  ;" 
they  unhappily  lent  themfelves  to  every  proposition,  calculated  by  the 
minifter  to  excite  more  fatal  commotions  in  America. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  the  great  author,  under  divine  providence, 
of  our  honorable  pre-eminence  over  other  nations,  in  reputation  and 
power,  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  made  the  following  motion,  "  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  moft  humbly  to  advife 
and  befeech  his  majefty,  that,  in  order  to  open  the  way  towards  an 
happy  fettlement  of  the  dangerous  troubles  in  America,  by  beginning 
to  allay  ferments  and  foften  animoihies  there;  and  above  all,  for  pre- 
venting, in  the  mean  time,  any  fudden  and  fatal  cataftrophe  at  Bofton, 
now  fufTering  under  the  daily  irritation  of  an  army  before  their  eyes, 
pofled  in  their  town,  it  may  gracioufly  pleafe  his  majefty,  that  imme- 
diate orders  may  be  difpatched  to  General  Gage,  for  removing  his 
majefty's  forces  from  the  town  of  Bofton." 

This  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  The  illuftrious 
father  of  his  country,  renewed  his  endeavours  for  conciliation  on  the 
1  ft  of  February,  by  propofing  "A  provifional  act  for  fettling  the 
troubles  in  America,  and  for  afTerting  the  fupreme  legiflative  autho- 
rity andfuperintending  power  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colonies.'* 

This  propofition  was  alfo  totally  rejected  ;  and  with  circumftances 
of  high  infult  oa  the  venerable  mover  of  it,  by  the  members  of  admi- 
nistration. 

Motion* 
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Motions  for  the  fame  conciliatory  purpofe,  in  the  lower  houfe,  by 
Mr  Burke  and  Mr  Hartley,  were  treated  in  the  fame  manner 

The  latter  end  of  December,  an  humble  petition  was  prefenred  to 
the  king,  from  the  General  Congrefs  in  America,  fetting  forth  their 
grievances,  praying  for  redrefs,  profefling  their  readinefs  to  grant 
money  when  conftitutionally  required,  declaring  their  devotion  to  his 
maj«fty,  and  their  veneration  for  the  parent  Hate.  This  petition  had 
no  farther  regard  paid  to  it,  than  that  of  being  fent  to  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament,  undiftinguifhed  among  a  multitude  of  official  papers; 
and  when  Sir  George  Savile  moved  the  houfe,  in  confequence  of  a 
petition  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  agents  might  be  heard  upon  it  at 
the  bar,  it  was  refufed  *.  It  is  true,  when  that  petition  was  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  an  anfwer  was  given,  importing  a  very  different  treat- 
ment. The  agents  were  told  by  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  his  majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it  very  gracioufly  ;  and  from  its  importance 
would  lay  it  before  his  two  houfes  of  parliament,  as  foon  as  they 
mould  meet. 

The  following  circular  letter,  however,  will  (hew,  with  what  fort 
of  faith  theminiltry  afted  ;  and  that  while  they  complied  in  an  in- 
fulting  manner,  even  with  the  letter  of  the  anfwer,  they  had  deter- 
mined it  mould  have  no  favourable  eflect. 

(Circular.) 
SIR,  Whitehall,  January  4th,  177$. 

Certain  pzr{onstJHling  them/elves  delegates  of  his  majefry's  colonies 
in  America,  having  prefumed,  without  his  raajelly's  authority  or  con- 
fent,  to  afTemble  together  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber and  October  laft  ;  and  having  though  fit,  among  other  unwarran- 
table proceedings,  to  refolve  that  it  will  be  neceflary,  that  another 
congrefs  mould  be  held  in  the  fame  place,  on  the  10th  of  May  next* 
unlefs  redrefs  for  certain  pretended  grievances,  be  obtained  before  that 
time,  and  to  recommend  that  all  the  colonies  in  North  America,  mould 
chufe  deputies  to  attend  fuch  congrefs.  I  am  commanded  by  the 
king,  to  fignify  to  you  his  majefty's  pieafure,  that  you  do  ufe  your 
utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  any  fuch  appointment  ef  deputies,  within 
the  colony  under  your  government;  and  that  you  do  exhort  all  per- 
fons  to  defifl  from  fuch  unwarrantable  proceedings,  which  cannot 
but  be  highly  difpleafing  to  the  king, 

Dartmouth. 
To  his  excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Governor  of  the  MaiTachufetts  Bay. 

Thus  the  grievances  reprefented  in  their  petition  to  the  throne, 
Were  declared  to  be  pretended,  by  his  majefty's  miniflers,  previous  to 
the  petition's  having  been  laid  before  the  parliament,  to  the  wifdom 
and  conflderation  of  which  the  royal  anfwer  had  referred  it.  A 
higher  infult  upon  parliament,  a  proceeding  of  more  treachery  to- 
wards America,  or  of  more  injury  to  the  character  and  dignity  of  go- 
vernment can  hardly  be  conceived.  It  is  impofTible  to  imagine,  that 
after  fuch  a  difcovery  the  colonies  can  ever  give  credit  to  any  propo- 
rtion that  comes  from  men  not  only  apparently  bent  upon  their  de- 

E  2  ftruclioa, 

*  Januaiy  itf. 

rij  gaiJudn- 
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ftruclion,  but  capable  of  attempting  it  by  the  bafeft  and  mod  (hame- 
fnl  duplicity.  It  (hould  be  remembered,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  in  their  provincial  affcmblies,  had  petitioned  over  and 
over  again  for  a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  without  the  leait  effect. 
Nay  more;  every  governor  had  instructions  to  diflblve  their  affemblies* 
(which  had,  in  iundry  inftances,  been  executed)  if  they  attempted  to 
proceed  upon  their  grievances.  The  people  were  therefore  compel- 
led, to  chufe  deputies  for  a  general  congrefs  where  they  might  feek 
redrefs.  The  attempt  to  prevent  this  mode  too  of  petitioning  for 
redrefs,  was  endeavouring  to  take  from  them  that,  which  is  not  denied 
to  the  molt  abject  (laves  on  earth,  the  confolation  of  complaint,  and 
the  hope  of  relief. 

With  the  fame  views  of  conciliation,  petitions  were  prefented  from 
the  common-hall  of  London,  from  the  corporation  of-  London,  from 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  London,  from  the  Weil-India  planters 
and  merchants,  from  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  Manchefter 
Norwich,  Leeds,  Glafgow,  Nottingham,  Dudley,  Belfaft  and  Water- 
ford  ;  from  the  Quakers  ;  the  affemblies  of  Jamaica,  New-York,  and 
New-Jerfey,     The  prayer  of  thefe  petitions  was  utterly  rejected. 

I  have  dated  all  thefe  efforts  towards  reconciliation,  that  the  rea- 
der may  judge  whether  the  miniftry  wanted  opportunity  or  inclination, 
to  accommodate  this  unhappy  difference.  Perhaps  it  will  appear, 
when  the  whole  of  their  proceedings  are  confidered,  that  they  not 
only  refitted,  inexorably,  every  conciliatory  propofition,  but  adopted 
every  meafure  which  they  were  allured  would  inevitably  produce  the 
fatal  extremity  we  now  lament.  Time,  I  am  afraid,  will  difcover, 
that  the  fecret  motives  of  thus  urging  on  a  war  with  the  colonies, 
were  an  implacable  enmity  againfr  the  Whig  principles  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  a  thirlt  of  revenge  for  the  difappointed  views  of  arbitrary 
power,  which  nothing  but  the  blood  of  that  people  can  allay. 

It  is  true,  there  were  counter  petitions  from  Nottingham,  Birming- 
ham, Leeds,  Poole,  Huddersfield,  and  Troubridge.  I  will  make  no 
comment  on  the  number  or  refpectability  of  thefe  petitions.  Dr  Roe- 
buck could,  if  he  chofe  it,  inform  the  public;  how  and  from  whom, 
they  were  obtained.  It  is  not  the  lighted:  imputation  againft  thofe 
who  have  for  fome  years  conducted  government,  that  they  have  a- 
vailed  themfelves  of  the  diitreffes  of  refpectable  men,  to  pervert  their 
principles,  and  ruin  their  reputations;  or,  to  ufe  the  more  pointed 
expreffion  of  Dr  Johnfon,  in  his  definition  of  a  penfioner,  to  make 
them,  "  Slaves  of  flate,  hired  by  a  flipend  to  obey  their  matter." 
Such  a  (late  of  public  corruption  is  deplorable;  and  when  it  origi- 
nates in  the  higheft  fources  of  the  kingdom,  it  is defperate. 

Upon  the  fubject  of  accommodation,  it  will  be  deemed  partial  to 
fupprefs  the  mention  of  Lord  North's  motion;  becaufe  it  has  been 
called  conciliatory.     I  will  give  it  word  for  word. 

February  20.  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
when  the  governor,  council,  and  affembly,  or  general  courts  of  his 
majefty's  provinces  or  colonies,  (hall  propofe  to  make  provifion  ac- 
cording to  their  refpective  conditions,  circumftances,  and  fituations, 
for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence-,  fuch  propor- 
tion 
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tion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court,  or  general 
afTembly  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  and  difpofable  by  parliament ;  and 
fhall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment, and  the  adminiftration  of  julrice  in  fuch  province  or  colony — 
-it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal  (hall  be  approved  by  his  maj^fty  in 
parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  provifion  (hall  be  made  accord- 
ingly, to  forbear,  in  refpeft  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any 
duty,  tax,  or  aiTelTment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient 
to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of  commerce. 

Whe'n  this  is  held  out  as  a  conciliatory  propofition,  it  is  necelTary 
to  confider  what  redrefs  it  offers.  For  it  is  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
one,  that  its  tendency  to  reconcile  can  only  be  meafured  by  its  tenden- 
cy to  redrefs.  Nor  can  any  man  be  weak  enough  to  imagine,  that 
what  does  not  profer  real  relief,  can  be  productive  of  real  reconcile- 
ment. Let  us  endeavour  then,  to  find  out  what  redrefs  this  motion 
promifes. 

The  colonies  had  ftated  about  twenty  articles  of  grievances,  of 
which  they  implored  redrefs;  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,  their  unal- 
terable resolution,  rather  to  endure  the  utmoft  extremity,  than  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  oppreflion.  Does  this  motion  then  propofe  to  redrefs  all 
or  any  of  thofe  grievances  ? — Not  one.  Does  it  promife  the  repeal  of 
all  or  any  of  thofe  acts,  from  which  their  grievances  flow  ? — No,  not 
one.  Is  any  reftraint  on  their  trade  to  be  removed,  and  the  means  of 
acquiring  augmented,  as  the  demands  for  contributions  are  increafed  \ 
— Not  an  iota  of  it.  "  What  then,  my  Lord,"  the  American  afTem- 
blies  might  fay,  "  we  are  to  diftblve  all  union  among  ourfelves,  and 
thus  throw  away  our  Shield  and  our  defence — we  are  to  bid  agaiuft 
each  other,  in  the  mod  difgraceful  manner,  for  our  refpeclive  propor- 
tions— the  meafure  of  which  proportions  may  be  large  or  fmal),  as 
caprice  may  calculate,  and  enmity  or  arbitrary  will  exact — We  are  to 
provide  for  our  own  eftablifhment,  the  abfolnte  controul  of  which, 
that  you  have  lately  aiTumed,  is  one  of  our  grievances — which  will 
therefore  open  a  door  to  places,  finecures,  riders,  penfions,  and  fala- 
ries,  meafurable  only  by  the  poflibility  of  extorting  them  from  ns  ■ 
we  are  then  to  plunge  into  the  bottomlefs  abyfs  of  general  fupply  ; 
and  though  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  having  a  constitutional 
check  over  the  granting  and  administering  the  public  money,  are  yec 
diftrefTed  by  the  extravagance  and  rapacity  of  public  oncers,  we 
are  to  fubmit  our  contributions  to  the  fame  officers,  without  check 
or  controul.  Nor  does  the  demand  flop  here;  though  the  innume- 
rable and  idle  restraints,  injurjous  to  us  and  unprofitable  to  you,  im~ 
pofcd  upou  our  tiade,  from  part  of  our  grievances,  yet  this  concilia- 
tory propofition  threatens  us  with  more  regulations  of  our  trade,  by 
which  a  probable  revenue  will  be  raifed  upon  us,  even  after  we  have 
contributed  ad  libitum,  with  this  fingle  confolation,  that  the  net 
amount,  which  net  amouttt  is  to  be  (truck  by  you,  unaccountable  to 
and  unexaminable  by  us,  is  propofed  to  be  carried  to  our  credit :  fo 
that  if  the  grofs  fum,  thus  levied  upon  us,  were  one  million,  you 
might  credit  us  with  one  (hilling,  and  perfectly  comply  with  the  terms 
of  this  propofition.  And  yet,  my  Lord,  you  call  thefe  terms  of  con- 
ciliation* 
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.e'llhtioa,  not  of  conquelt  ;  and  pretend  to  offer  them  to  our  accep- 
tance, not  Force  them  upon  our  neceifities.  But  what  Is  the  boon  or 
benefit  that  accompanies  them  ?  The  contributions  are  to  be  collected 
by  our  authority.— Tiiis  is  the  whole  !  and  while  We  furnifti  as  much 
as  will  fatisfy  all  your  demands — what  then  ?  Infinite  confolation  ! — 
it  will  be  pioper  to  forbear  to  levy  any  further  duty,  tax  or  aiTefT- 
nient,  fiill  excepting  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  neceiTary  to  impofe  for 
the  regulation  of  trade;  under  which  denomination  you  have  ranged 
the  very  revenue  act  we  now  complain  of.  My  Lord,  if  you  are  fe- 
rious,  tell  os,  for  God's  fake,  what  harder  conditions  you  could  im- 
pofe upon  us  if  we  were  indeed  at  your  feet,  your  proftrate,  abject, 
beaten  flaves  ?  They  would  even  be  rigorous  from  a  lawlefs  conqueror 
to  a  fubdued  people,  becaufe  they  are  endlefs  and  indefinite.  What 
did  the  plunderer  Pizaro  fay  more  to  the  helplefs  Montezuma  ?  He  de- 
manded a  fpecific  room  full  of  gold  and  jewels.  But  they  were  to 
be  collecled  by  the  emperor's  authority,  and  upon  compliance,  he 
was  to  refume  his  royalty.  Your  Lordihip  will  anfwer,  When  one 
room  was  filled,  he  demanded  another;  the  cafes  are  different.— * 
Pardon  us,  my  Lord*  they  are  exactly  the  fame  For  what  fecurity 
have  we,  that  when  one  hand  of  extortion  is  filled,  the  other  will 
Sot  be  held  out  ?  Is  it  not  within  the  terms  propofed  ?  Are  not  you 
to  judge,  without  any  controul,  of  the  quantum  ?  Are  not  your  Hand- 
ing armies  Hill  to  be  kept  within  our  limits,  your  navy  in  our  ports, 
the  fword  at  our  throats,  the  cannon  at  our  breafts,  the  compulfory 
revenue  act  fufpended  over  our  heads  ?  In  thefe  circumflances,  is  our 
will  free,  or  controuled  ?  Are  they  conditions,  or  commands?  Will 
it  be  a  grant,  or  an  exaction  r — 'An  exaction,  arbitrary,  unlimited, 
without  meafure,  and  without  mercy  i" 

Such  is  Lord  North's  conciliatory  propofitions;  in  which  my  dif- 
cernment  can  derelep  noihirig,  but  the  weakeft  attempt  imaginable, 
to  delude  this  country,  and  divide  that.  Indeed,  when  it  was  pro- 
pofed in  the  houfe,  even  the  houftiold  troops,  fagacious  and  veteran 
as  they  are,  were  utterly  confounded.  Some  faced  one  way,  fome 
another;  fome  wheeled  to  the  right,  and  fome  to  the  left,  without 
order  or  direction,  till  the  all  regulating  voice  of  ther  old  general  Sir 
Gilbert  gave  the  word,  when  they  inflantly  formed,  as  ufual,  a  hol- 
low fquare,  impregnable  to  reafon,  truth  and  juftice. 

I  cannq*  think  fo  lightly  of  Lord  North's  judgment,  as  to  imagine 
he  expected  his  motion  could  be  the  foundation  of  reconcilement. 
Its  effect  could  not  poffibly  fail  being  the  reverfe.  The  total  injuflice 
and  unexampled  feveriry  of  it  muft  drive  them  to  defpair.  But  it 
Was  neceiTary  to  hold  out  fome  delufion.  The  complaifance  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  did  not  require  much  depth  or  defign  in  the  exe- 
cution. His  Lordfiiip  therefore  produced  a  conciliatory  proportion, 
maintaining  all  the  grievances  of  America,  averting  an  unlimited 
right  to  impofe  more,  and  devolving  upon  their  alTemblies  the  odious 
Office  of  extorting  endlefs  contributions  from  the  unhappy  people, 
Who  had  confided  to  them  the  guardianfhipof  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

But  I  cannot  do  entire  juftice  to  the  motion,  without  giving  the  an- 
fwer to  it  by  the  Afiembly  of  Virginia,  at  full  length. 

"We 


(     39     ) 

"  We  cannot,  my  Lord,  clofe  with  the  terms  of  that  refolutiofl, 
for  thefe  reafons :  Becaufe  the  Britilh  parliament  has  no  right  l& 
intermeddle  with  the  fupport  of  civil  government  in  the  colonies. 
For  us,  not  for  them,  has  government  been  inftituted  here,  Agree- 
able to  our  ideas,  provilion  has  been  made  for  fuch  officers  as  we 
think  neceiTary  for  the  adminiitration  of  public  affairs  j  and  we  can* 
not  conceive  that  any  other  legiflature  has  a  right  to  preferve  either 
the  number  or  pecuniary  appointments  of  our  officers.  As  a  proof 
that  the  claim  of  parliament  to  interfere  in  the  neceflfary  provifions 
for  the  fupport  of  civil  government  is  novel,  and  of  a  late  date,  we 
take  leave  to  refer  to  an  act  of  our  aiTembly,  patted  fo  long  ilnce  as 
the  thirty-fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  en* 
titled,  "An  act  for  railing  a  public  revenue,  and  for  the  better  fup- 
port of  the  government  of  this  hisMajeily's  colony  of  Virginia  ;"  this 
act  was  brought  ov?r  by  Lord  Culpeper,  then  governor,  under  the 
great  feal  of  England,  and  was  enacted  in  the  name  of  the  King's 
moil  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  general  affembly, 

"  Becaufe  to  render  perpetual  our  exemption  from  an  unjull  taxa- 
tion, we  mult,  faddle  ourfelves  with  a  perpetual  tax  adequate  to  the 
expectations,  andfubject  to  the  difpofal  of  parliament  alone  ;  where- 
as we  have  a  right  to  give  our  money,  as  the  parliament  do  theirs, 
without  coercion,  from  time  to  time,  as  public  exigencies  may  re- 
quire. We  conceive,  that  we  alone  are  the  judges  of  the  condition, 
circumftances,  and  fituation  of  our  people,  as  the  parliament  are  of 
theirs.  It  is  not  merely  the.  mode  of  raifmg,  but  the  freedom  of  grant* 
ing  our  money,  for  which  we  have  contended.  Without  this,  we  poA 
fefs  no  check  on  the  royal  prerogative;  and,  what  mud  be  lamented 
by  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjects,  we  fhonld  be  dripped  of  the  only  means, 
as  well  of  recommending  this  country  to  the  favours  of  our  moil 
gracious  fovereign,  as  of  ffrcngthening  thofe  bands  of  amity  with 
our  fellow-fubjects,  which  we  would  wiih  to  remain  indifToluble. 

"  Becaufe  on  our  undertaking  to  grant  money,  as  is  propofed,  the 
commons  only  refolve  to  forbear  levying  pecuniary  taxes  on  us;  £iJ( 
leaving  unrepealed  their  feveral  acts,  paiTe^  for  the  purpofesof  retrain- 
ing the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  of  government  of  the  northern 
colonies;  extending  the  boundaries  and  changing  the  government 
aid  religion  of  Quebec;  enlarging  the  jurifdiction  of  the  courts  of 
admiralty  ;  taking  from  us  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  tranfporting 
us  into  other  colonies,  to  be  tried  for  criminal  offences.  Standing 
armies  too  are  ftill  to  be  kept  among  us;  and  the  other  numerous  grie* 
vances,  ol -which  ourfelves  andfifter  colonies ,  feparately  y  and  by  our  repre* 
fentatives,  in  general  congrefs,  have  fo  often  complained,  are  fill  to  con- 
tinue without  redrejs, 

i(  Becaufe  at  the  very  time  of  requiring  from  us  grants  of  monies, 
they  are  making  difpofition  to  invade  us  with  large  armaments,  by  lea. 
and  land  ;  which  is  a  ftileof  afking  gifts  not  reconcileabie  to  our  free- 
dom. They  are  alfo  proceeding  to  a  repetition  of  injury,  by  poiiing 
acts  for  retraining  the  commetce  and  filheiies  of  the  provinces  of 
New-England,  and  for  prohibiting  the  trade  of  the  other  colonies 
with  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  ihe  iflands  of  Great  Britain,  Ire* 
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land,  and  the  Weft  Indies.     This  feems  to  befpeak  no  intention  to  dif- 
continue  the  exercife  of  this  ufurped  power  over  us  in  future. 

"  Becaufe  on  our  agreeing  to  contribute  our  proportion  towards 
the  common  defence,  they  do  not  propofe  to  lay  open  to  us  a  free  trade 
"with  all  the  world  ;  whereas,  to  us  it  appears  juft,  that  thofe  who 
bear  equally  the  burthens  of  government  (hould  equally  participate  of  its 
benefits.  Either  be  contented  with  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  which 
brings  greater  lofs  to  us,  and  benefit  to  them,  than  the  amount  of  our 
proportional  contributions  to  the  common  defenrej  or,  if  the  latter 
be  preferred,  relinquiuh  the  former;  and  do  not  propofe,  by  holding 
both,  to  exaft  from  us  double  contributions.  Ifet  we  would  remind 
government,  that  on  former  emergencies,  when  called  upon  as  a  free 
people,  however  cramped  by  this  monopoly,  in  our  refources  of  wealth, 
we  have  liberally  contributed  to  the  common  defence.  Be  affured  then, 
that  we  (hall  be  generous  in  future  as  in  paft  time,  difdaining  the 
ihackles  of  proportion,  when  called  to  our  free  ftation  in  the  general 
fyftem  of  the  empire. 

M  Becaufe  the  propofition  now  made  to  us  involves  the  interefi  of 
all  the  other  colonies.  We  are  now  reprefented  in  general  congrefs 
by  members  approved  of  by  this  houfe  ;  where  our  former  union,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  foftrongly  cemented,  that  no  partial  applications  can 
pruduce  the  flighteft  departure  from  the  common  caufe.  We  confi- 
der  ourfelves  as  bound  in  honour,  as  well  as  intereft,  to  (hare  one 
general  fate  with  our  fitter  colonies,  and  mould  hold  ourfelves  bafe 
deferters  of  jhat  union  to  which  we  have  acceded,  were  we  to  agree 
on  any  meafures  diftincl;  and  apart  from  them. 

"  There  was  indeed  apian  of  accommodation,  offered  in  parliament, 
which,  though  not  entirely  equal  to  the  terms  we  had  a  right  to  afk, 
yet  differed  but  in  a  few  points  from  what  the  general  congrefs  had 
held  out.  Had  parliament  been  difpokd  Jincerely,  as  we  are,  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation,  reafonable  men  had  hoped,  that  by  meeting  us 
on  this  ground,  fomething  might  have  been  done.  Lord  Chatham's 
bill,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  terms  of  the  congrefs  on  the  other, 
would  have  formed  a  bafis  for  negotiation,  which  a  fpirit  of  accom- 
modation on  both  fides,  might  perhaps  have  reconciled.  It  came 
recommended  too,  from  one,  whofe  fuccefsful  experience  in  the  art  of 
government,  (hould  have  enfured  to  it  fome  attention  from  thofe  to 
whom  it  was  offered.  He  had  (hewn  to  the  world,  that  Great  Britain 
•with  her  colonies,  united  firmly  under  a  juft  and  honeft  government, 
formed  a  power  which  might  bid  defiance  to  the  moil  potent  enemies. 
With  a  change  of  minifters,  however,  a  total  change  of  meafures 
took  place.  The  component  parts  of  the  empire  have,  from  that 
moment,  been  falling  afunder;  and  a  total  annihilation  of  its  weight, 
in  the  political  fcale  of  the  world,  feems  juftly  to  be  apprehended. 

"  Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  our  fentiments  on  this  important  fubjeel; 
which  we  offer,  only  as  an  individual  part  of  the  whole  empire.  The 
final  determination  we  leave  to  the  general  congrefs,  now  fitting, 
before  whom  we  mail  lay  the  papers  your  Lordfhip  has  communicated 
to  us.  To  their  wifdom  we  commit  the  improvementof  this  impor- 
tant advance.  If  it  can  be  wrought  into  any  good,  we  are  affined 
they  irljl  do  it.     To  them  alfo  we  refer  the  difcovery  of  that  proper 

method 
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method  of  reprefenting  our  well  founded  grievances,  which  you 
Lordfhip  aflures  us,  will  meet  with  the  attention  and  regard  fo  juftly 
due  to  them.  For  our/elves  ive  have  exbaujled  every  mode  of  application 
which  our  invention  could  fuggeft  as  proper  and  promillng.  We  have 
decently  remonftrated  with  parliament — they  have  added  new  inju- 
ries to  the  old.  We  have  wearied  our  king  with  fupplications — he 
has  not  deigned  to  anfwer  us.  We  have  appealed  to  the  na'ive  hon- 
our and  j-iftice  of  the  Britifh  natiou — their  efforts  in  our  favour  have 
been  hitherto  ineffectual.  What  then  remains  to  be  done?  That  we 
commit  our  injuries  to  t,he  even  handed  juftice  of  that  Being,  who 
doth  no  wrong;  earnestly  befeeching  him,  to  illuminate  the  councils, 
and  profper  the  endeavours  of  thofe,  to  whom  America  hath  confided 
her  hopes;  that,  through  their  wife  direction,  we  may  again  fee  re- 
united, the  bleffmgs  of  liberty  and  property,  and  the  moll  permanent 
harmony  with  Great-Britain. " 

After  having  thus  viewed  every  overture  to  real  reconciliation,  re- 
jected by  adminiftration  ;  let  us  fee  what  fteps  were  taken,  in  thi-s 
eventful  feffion s  of  parliament,  to  exafperate  former  grievances,  and 
add  new. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  the  Americans  were  declared  in  rebellion, 
by  an  addrefs  from  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  an  offer  made 
of  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fupport  the  crown  againft  all  rebellious 
attempts. 

In  March  and  April  bills  palled,  to  prohibit  the  colonifts  from  catch- 
ing fifh  in  the  feas  which  walh  their  own  coafts;  and  from  trading 
with  one  another,  or  with  any  part  of  the  world,  but  Great-Britain 
and  the  Briti(h  Weft  India  iilands. 

Six  thoufand  land  forces,  with  three  of  the  beft  generals  in  the 
fervice,  a  confiderable  reinforcement  to  the  navy,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  artillery  and  ammunition,  were  fent  to  Bofton.  Great  induf- 
try  was  ufed  to  obtain,  from  the  court  of  France  and  the  flates  of 
Holland,  prohibitions  againft  fupplying  the  Americans  with  arms  or 
ammunition.  At  the  fame  time,  minifterial  mep,  of  the  fir  ft  rank, 
were  put  forward,  in  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  to  affcrt  that  the 
Americans  were  the  moft  abject  poltroons,  and  would  humble  thejn- 
felves  at  the  appearance  of  a  Britifh  army.  Thefe  fentimenis  were 
induftrioufly  propagated  in  the  public  papers,  though  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  of  Europe. 

Every  meafure,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  omened  the  com- 
mencing war,  and  cutting  Qiort  the  queftion  of  fight,   by  Conqueft. 

In  the  addrefs,  declarative  of  a  rebellion  in  America,  were  thefe 
words:  «*  that  we  ever  have  been,  and  always  fhall  be,  ready  to  pay 
attention  and  regard  to  any  real  grievances  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jeets,  which  (ball  in  a  dutiful  and  conftitutional  manner  be  laid 
before  us ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  colonies  fhall  make  a  proper  ap- 
plication to  us,  we  fhall  be  ready  to  afford  them  every  juft  and  rea [un- 
able indulgence.'''  Instructions  were  fent  to  the  governors  of  ieveral 
affemblies  conformable  to  this  declaration,  informing  the  reprcfen- 
tatives  of  the  people  that  propofitions  from  them  (hould  be  attended 
to.     The  hoafe  of  reprefema  lives  at  New- York  applied  accoj dini<!y 
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to  the  King  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliamenr.  But  their  petition 
to  the  King  received  no  anfwer,  and  their  application  to  the  two 
houfes  was  treated  with  triumphant  contempt.  The  aflembly  of 
New-Jerfey  tranfmitted  alfo  an  humble  petition  to  our  mod  gracious 
Sovereign  ;  which  the  fecretary  of  Irate  refufed  to  prefent. 

Such  was  the  good  faith  with  which  the  minifters  made  thefe  de- 
clarations ;  and  fuch  the  attention  they  paid  to  the  petitions  found- 
ed upon  them.  The  Americans  foon  perceived  that  while  every  hof- 
tile  preparation  was  made  for  their  deftrucYion,  every  treacherous 
artifice  was  employed  to  render  that  deftru&ion  fure,  by  difuniting 
and  deceiving  them. 

Men  of  fimilar  principles,  almoft  at  all  times,  ufe  the  fame  prac- 
tices. Thus  in  1640,  the  minifters  of  Charles  the  Firft  told  the 
commons  that  "  if  they  would  grant  fupplies,  he  would  give  a.  gra- 
cious ear  to  grievances,  if  they  were  juft.*"  The  court  lawyers 
extolled  this  condecenfion  ;  but  the  people  perceived,  that  parting 
with  the  means  of  obtaining  redrefs,  was  the  fureft  way  to  prevent 
it.  Nor  had  they  then  more  reafon,  than  the  Americans  have  now, 
to  put  their  trull  in  the  gracious  difpofition  of  the  court;  or  fubmit 
the  juftice  of  their  grievances  to  the  opinion  of  arbitrary  minifters. 
One  of  Charles's  fycophants  offered,  with  two  thoufand  men,  to 
make  all  the  Scots  creep  upon  their  bellies,  to  beg  his  majefty's 
mercy;  but  the  king  and  his  minifters,  at  the  head  of  twenty  one 
thoufand  men,  were  foon  obliged  to  treat  with  thofe  very  Scots. 
We  have  heard  fimilar  declarations  refpecYmg  the  Americans ;  and 
it  is  every  day  expected  that  news  will  arrive  of  Col.  Grant,  with  a 
choien  body  of  Tories,  having  forced  the  provincial  lines,  and  put 
them  all  to  the  fword.  Charles  the  Firft  faid,  "  It  was  only  fome 
vipers  in  the  houfe  of  commons  who  occafioned  the  feditious  carriage 
of  the  lower  houfe. "f  We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again,  by 
the  minifters  and  their  informers,  that  it  is  only  a  faction  in  Ame- 
rica, excited  by  thofe  vipers  Hancock  and  Adams.  And  a  late  pro- 
clamation for  fupprefFing  rebellion  and  fedition,  tells  us,  "  that  the 
rebellion  has  been  much  promoted  and  encouraged  by  the  traiterous 
correfpondence  and  counfels  of  divers  wicked  and  defperate  perfons. 
within  this  realm."  I  am  perfectly  perfuaded,  that  this  is  truth  : 
for  Bernard,  Hurchinfon,  and  others,  whofe  treacherous  advice  and 
correfpondence  inftiga-ted  and  encourged  the  miniftry  to  thofe  arbi- 
trary meafures  which  have  excited  a  civil  war  in  America,  are  now 
within  this  realm. 

The  act  for  preventing  the  Americans  from  catching  fifti,  even  for 
fuftenance,  in  the  open  fea,  warning  their  own  coaft,  was  founded 
on  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  humanity,  and  of  the  eftabliilied 
law  of  nations.  Vat  tell,  an  author  of  the  highest  authority,  fpeaks 
of  it  thus:  "  The  right  of  navigation  and  flfhing  in  ine  open  feas, 
being  a  right  common  to  all  mankind,  the  nation  that  attempts  to  ex- 
clude another  from  that  advantage,  does  an  injury  and  gives  juft 
ground  for  war :  Nature  having  authorifed  every  people   to  repel  an 

injury — 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Steimts,  page  147. 
f  Whitciock. 
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injury — that  is  to  oppofe  by  force,  thofe  who  attempt  to  deprive  them 
of  their  right."* 

What  (hall  we  think  then  of  the  principles  or  feelings  of  that  man, 
who  could  declare,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  his  only  objec- 
tion to  the  bill,  was  his  fear  that  it  would  not  flarve  the  people 
effectually  ?  What  mail  we  fay  of  this  man's  being  immediately  pro- 
moted to  be  lord  advocate  of  Scotland  ?  Does  it  not  mark  an  enmity 
and  rancour  in  adminiftration  againft  America,  in  purfuing  the  grati- 
fication of  which,  humanity,  jufUce  policy,  and  even  decency,  are 
forgotten  ?  It  mud  have  been  in  this  favage  fpirit,  that  my  lord 
North,  as  it  is  laid,  declared  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  "  that  an  utter 
ftranger  had  entitled  himfelf  to  his  favour,  by  concurring  with  the 
meafure  againfr.  America. "f 

We  cannot  be  furprifed  that  violent  meafcres  mould  enhie  from 
violent  paffions;  or  that  while  all  America,  and  half  England  is 
earneftly  imploring  peace  and  reconciliation,  the  miniftry  mould  re- 
main  inexorable,  and  purfue  without  remiifion,  the  moil  orfenfive  and 
exafperating  plan. 

The  latter  end  of  the  winter,  orders  were  fent  to  General  Gage, 
by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Abercrombie,  to  march  out  of  Bolton  and 
begin  the  reduction  of  New-England.  This  is  a  circumftance  parti- 
cularly to  be  regarded,  becaufe  it  will  ihew  that  at  the  time  of  the 
affair  of  Lexington,  where  they  have  charged  the  Americans  with 
commencing  hoftilities,  general  Gage  had  the  orders  of  the  miniftry 
to  act  offensively.  Colonel  Abercrombie  had  arrived  fome  time  before, 
and  Colonel  Abercrombie  carried  the  orders.  if  In  obedience  to 
thefe  commands,  General  Gage  detached  a  part  of  his  army,  with 
great  fecrecy,  on  the  19th  of  April,  to  feize  upon  Hancock  and 
Adams;  and,  as  the  Gazette  acknowledges,  to  deftroy  fome  ftores 
collected  by  the  provincials  at  Concord.  The  march  of  a  thoufand 
men  in  military  array  into  the  country,  in  the  then  anxious  (late  of 
men's  minds  and  circumftance  of  things,  under  the  irritation  of  an 
army  polled  and  fortified  in  their  capital  town,  could  not  but  ope- 
rate as  an  actual  commencement  of  hofHlities.  The  alarm  fpread  im- 
mediately. The  people  affembled  to  defend  themfelves,  without 
concert  or  leaders.  The  king'^  troops  encountered  much  inferior  bo- 
dies  of  the  Provincials  at  Lexington  and  at  Concord  ;  on  both  which, 
according  to  the  affidavits  of  fome  of  thofe  troops  themfelves,  tbev 
jir'djirji.^  At  length  however  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  being 
purfued  to  their  intrenchments,  tho*  reinforced  by  a  thoufand  men 
and  artillery  under  Lord  Percy,  with  very  great  lofs  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  taken  prifoners. 

This  was  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  Provincials  imme- 
diately collected  an  army,  drew  lines  and  entrenchments  about  Boflon, 
in  which  they  have  ever  fince  kept  theregular  army  clofely  bcfieged. 

F  2  In 
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In  themean  time,  the  three  generals,  and  the  reinforcement  from  Eng- 
land, arrived  at  Bolton.  But  though  they  were  now  augmented  to  near 
ten  thoufand  men,  Simulated  by  the  want  of  forage  and  frefti  provi- 
fions,  urged  by  their  orders,  and  impelled  by  the  fliame  of  their  for- 
mer vaunting  and  their  late  defeat,  ftill  they  did  not  d?em  it  prudent 
to  march  out  and  hazard  an  engagement.  So  much  the  amazement 
of  the  unexpected  valour  and  activity  of  the  Americans,  with  the  re- 
membrance of  their  former  failure  wrought  on  their  minds.  The 
Provincials  however,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer,  and  having  at 
length  commenced  an  entrenchment  upon  an  eminence  called  Bunker's 
hill,  commanding  Bolton,  and  within  the  reach  of  the  mips  and  bat- 
teries; the  regulars  under  the  cover  of  thefe,  attacked  and  drove  the 
Provincial  from  that  poll.  But  they  did  not  venture  to  purfue 
them,  having  fufFered  fo  feverely  in  the  action,  that  half  of  their  men 
were  killed  and  wounded,  and  two  thirds  of  their  officers.  The  Pro- 
vincials loft  their  comminder,  General  Warren,  with  two  colonels, 
and  about  300  men.  During  the  engagement,  Charles  town,  which 
was  to  Bollon  what  South  wark  is  to  London,  was  fet  on  fire  by  the 
king's  troops,  and  totally  confumed.  This  was  a  raeafure  of  fuch 
violence  aud  mifchief,  that  it  lerved  very  much  to  encreafe  the  irrita- 
tion of  America  in  general,  which  is  not  yet  fo  ufed  to  war,  as  to  com- 
prehend how  fuch  extremities  can  be  juftified.  Another  circumfrance 
previous  to  that,  contributed  to  perfuade  the  people,  that  good  faith 
as  well  as  humanity  was  to  be  violated  towards  them.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Bolton  having  fufFered  great  extremity  from  confinement  and 
want  of  provifions,  offered  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  if  General  Gage 
would  let  them  leave  the  town,  with  all  their  effects.  The  general 
agreed  to  it  ;  they  accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms,  and  then  he 
refufed  to  comply  with  his  part  of  the  agreement,  or  to  reftore  their 
depofit. 

It  is  a  fettled  rule,  that  the  laws  of  war  are  to  be  obferved,  even 
with  rebels.  Henry  the  fourth  of  France,  held  them  facred  with  his 
rebellious  fubjecls  ;  and  the  duke  of  Alva  was  compelled  to  da  the 
fame  with  the  Dutch  by  the  fevereft  retaliations.  It  is  not  well  to 
commence  a  war  with  acts  of  rage  and  violated  faith.  The  boafl  of 
humanity  is  not  executing  thofe,  who  in  his  affected  phrafe,  were  de- 
fined to  the  cord,  when  there  were  ten  times  as  many  of  his  men  pri- 
foners  for  retaliation,  will  hardly  cover  the  inhumanity  and  ill  faith  of 
thefe  notorious  acts.  It  is  not  that  General  Gage's  character  fuffers 
by  fuch  unbecoming  conduct,  but  that  as  he  in  fome  meafure  repre- 
fents  the  nation,  the  national  honour  and  character  is  wounded,  and 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  irritated,  and  alienated  from  all  refpeCt 
for  their  native  country. 

We  have  now  considered  the  proceedings  of  adminiitration,  both  in 
and  out  or  parliament.  We  have  feen,  as  fai  as  intention?  may  be 
deduced  from  actions,  a  fettled  determination  to  draw  the  fword  a- 
gainfl  America.  Thisis  the  main  and  ultimate  argument  of  all  thofe, 
who  aim  at  the  eftablifhment  of  arbitrary  power  upon  the  ruin  of 
public  liberty.  That  fuch  is  the  purpofe  againd  the  colonies,  can- 
not be  doubted.     Elfe  why  this  coniiant  and  contemptuous  rejection 
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•f  every  really  conciliatory  propofition?  Why  fuch  an  accumulation 
of  grievances  upon  an  already  complaining  people,  and  every  hoftilc 
preparation  made  for  impofing  them  by  military  force  ?  The  Ameri- 
cans have  folicited  only  to  be  reftored  to  the  fituation  they  were  in, 
at  the  end  of  the  war.  They  were  then  fubjecl:  to  our  fupremacy. 
and  fubordinate  in  every  thing  but — taxation.  The  miniftry  have 
abfolutely  refufed  to  reftore  them  to  that  ftate.  Therefore  whatever 
they  may  fay,  it  is  impoflible  they  can  confider  the  fupremacy  of  par- 
liament, or  the  fubordination  of  the  colonies,  to  be  the  real  matter  in 
conteft;  but  the  being  taxed  without  their  confent,  where  they  are 
not  rcprefented.  I  have  already  given  my  reafons  and  opinion  upon 
this  point  in  my  firft  appeal.  It  has  too  been  much  more  ably  treated 
by  many  others.  There  docs  not  remain  a  lpark  of  new  light  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  fubjecl.  I  fhall  therefore,  before  I  proceed  to  dif- 
cufs  the  policy  of  the  raeafures  molt  likely  to  be  purfued,  content  my- 
felf  with  this  obfervation  of  a  learned  hiftorian  on  the  queftion  of  ihip 
money.  "  There  never  was  any  thing  more  plain,  in  both  law  and 
reafon,  than  that  no  man's  property  mould  be  taken  from  him,  with- 
out his  own  confent;  and  there  was  no  difficulty  in  it,  but  what  was 
occafioned  by  the  oppofition   of  intereft  and  authority,  to   reafon  and 

The  late  petition  from  the  General  Congrefs  in  America,  with  its 
ungracious  reception,  are  too  refcent  to  require  recapitulation.  The 
colonics,  as  they  themfelves  declare,  were  determined  to  leave  nomea- 
fure  untried,  confiftent  with  their  own  immediate  fafety,  that  might 
poflibly  produce  peace  and  reconciliation.  It  had  been  objected  to 
their  former  petitions,  that  they  affer ted  rights,  and  complained  of 
grievances.  In  this  petition  they  mention  neither  rights  nor  grievan- 
ces. They  only  implore  his  majefty,  in  his  wifdom,  to  lignify  foms 
-plan,  by  which  the  further  efFufion  of  the  blood  of  his  fubjecls  may 
be  flopped  ;  the  united  fenfeof  loyalty  to  him,  and  affection  to  the 
parent  ftate,  may  be  taken  in  the  colonies;  and  reconciliation  be  efta- 
blimed,upon  an  honourable,  ufeful,  and  Lifting  foundation.  What 
muft  the  colonies  rhink,  when  they  underftand,  that  this  petition  too 
has  been  utterly  rejected,  and  every  hoftile  prepaiation  purfued? 
They  mult  of  courfe  look  forward  to  a  determined  war.  It  is  irnpof- 
fible  the  miniftry  can  mean  any  thing  elfe  but  war.  The  next  fub- 
jecl therefore  of  our  confideration  will  be— the  policy  of  a  war  with 
our  colonies. 

A  due  confideration  of  the  policy  of  a  war  with  our  colonics,  is.  of 
the  laft  importance  to  the  molt  efTential  intercfts  of  the  empire.  Eveu 
the  minifters  who  urge  it,  and  the  law  lord  who,  in  conjunction  with 
his  noble  countryman,  fecretly  advifes  it,  confefs  it  is  a  perilious  ex- 
tremity, and  big  with  confequences  of  thegreateft  moment  and  mag- 
nitude. But  they  plead  the  necefliry  of  it.  To  my  appieheniion 
however,  it  appears  inconceivable,  that  fuch  a  neceflky  fhould  exift, 
as  long  as  the  united  voice  of  America  continues  to  implore  peaceA 
and  reconcilement,  and  they  are  willing  to  return  to  that  {late  of  fub- 
ordination, which  they  held  when  thefe  vexatious,  and,  I  am   afraid, 
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ruinous  questions  originated.     Such  are  the   terms  of  the  two  peti- 
tions,  which  the  General  Congrefs  have  prefented ;  and  which,  like 
a  thoufand  others  from  their   aiTemblies  have  been  unhappily  rruit- 
lefs. 

To  a  nation,  elevated  as  this  is,  to  the  fummit  of  opulence  and 
power,  war  is  attended  with  unufual  hazard.  Becaufe  futh  a  nation 
in  the  event  may  (all,  but  cannot  rife.  It  is  peace  only  that  can 
balance  her  upon  that  envied  point  of  pre-eminence.  To  a  nation 
fo  circumftanced,  points  of  honour,  imaginary  points  of  honour, 
ought  not  to  be  a  caufe  of  war.  Points  of  honour,  did  I  fay,  nay 
nothing  but  the  moil  elTemial  points  of  intereft,  not  othcrwife  to  be 
maintained,  can  juitify  fo  hazardous  a  meafurc.  That  no  iuch  ef« 
fential  interefts  are  now  in  queftion,  that  no  fuch  unavoidable  necef- 
lity  exifts,  is  I  think  clear  to  the  commoneft  comprehenfion.  How- 
ever  therefore  they  may  be  made  the  pretence,  they  afThredly  are  not 
the  principle  of  the  war.  If  the  fupremacy  of  this  country,  be  that 
eiTential  intereft ;  let  it  be  clearly  proved  that  fuch  fupremacy  has 
been  invaded  and  cannot  be  otherwife  retrieved.  If  the  collection  of 
a  revenue  be  the  object,  why  have  thefe  very  minifters  not  only  pledg* 
ed  themfelves,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner  to  America,  that  no  more 
revenue  laws  fhould  pafs  refpecting  her ;  but  repeatedly  declared, 
that  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  abfurd  and  impracticable  ? 

Thefe  fentiments  of  adminiftration,  will  fully  appear,  in  the  fol- 
lowing circular  letter,  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  governors  of 
the  colonies;  which  letter  mull  necefTarily  have  been  conildered  and 
consented  to,  by  the  cabinet  of  his  majefty's  oftenflble  minifters,  and 
is  an  aft  of  ftate. 

"  I  can  take  upon  me  to  afTure  you,  notwithstanding  infinuations 
to  the  contrary,  from  men  with  factious  and  feditious  views,  that  his 
majefty's  prefent  adminiftration  have  at  no  time  entertained  a  defign 
to  propofe  to  parliament  to  lay  any  farther  taxes  upon  America,  for 
the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue;  and  that  it  is  their  prefent  inten- 
tion to  propofe,  the  next  feilion  of  parliament,  to  take  off  the  duties 
upon  glafs,  paper,  and  colours,  upon  confideration  of  fuch  duties 
having  been  laid,  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce. 
Thefe  have  always  been  and  ftill  are  the  fentiments  of  his  majefty's 
prefent  fervants,and  by  which  their  conduct,  with  rcfpect  to  America, 
has  been  governed;  and  his  majefly  relies  upon  your  prudence  and 
fidelity  for  luch  an  explanation  of  his  meafures,  as  may  tend  to  remove 
the  prejudices  which  have  been  excited  by  the  milreprefentations  )f 
$hofe  who  are  enemies  to  the  peace  and  profpeiity  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies;  and  to  re-eftablifh,  that  mutual  confidence  a  id 
affection  upon  which  the  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Britijh  empire  de- 
pends'." 
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If  duties  impofed  for  the  purpofe  of  revenue,  were  con  trary  to  the 
true  principles  of  commerce;  furely  a  war,  in  fupport  of  thofe  impo- 
fitions,  mull  be  the  Lift  of  abfurdities.  If  the  glory  and  fafety  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  depend  upon  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  mutual  confi- 
fidcnce  and  affeftion;  furely  war  is  an  aukward  and  unpromifing 
mode  of  obtaining  fuch  an  end.  Nor  would  it  be  lefs  prepoiterous  to 
wage  war  tor  vindicating  afupremacy,  that  has  always  been  acknow- 
ledged. JLalt  year  the  colonies  defired  to  be  reftored  to  the  condition 
in  which  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war  left  them.  The  navigation 
acts,  and  twenty  other  ftatutes,  aliening  and  exercifing  our  fnprernacy, 
were  then  in  full  force,  and  undifputed  operation.  Governor  Ber  - 
nard  himfelf  declared,  that  infringements  of  them,  "when  detected 
were  furely  punifhed*."  It  was  under  this  iubordination  that  a  fo- 
reign writer  f  of  the  firft  reputation  was  of  opinion  that  Great  Britain 
enjoyed  all  the  power  over  them  me  ought  to  defire.  She  had  a  nega- 
tive on  all  her  laws.  The  executive  power  was  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  her  delegates.  There  was  an  appeal  to  her  from  all  their  civii 
courts.  All  their  commercial  movements  were  in  her  arbitration. 
"  To  increafe  the  yoke,  fays  he  of  a  domination  fo  wifely  framed, 
would  be  to  plunge  the  continent  anew  into  that  diforder,  from  which 
they  have  hardly  extricated  themfelves  by  two  centuries  of  continual 
labour  and  hardfhips.  It  would  be  to  compel  the  induftrious  labour* 
ers  who  have  cleared  it,  to  arm  in  defence  of  thofe  facred  rights, 
which  they  hold  equally  from  nature  and  fociety.  The  people  of 
England,  a  people  fo  devoted  to  liberty,  who  have  feme  times  pro- 
tected it,  in  regions  unallied  to  them,  can  they  forget  thofe  princi- 
ples which  their  glory,  their  virtue,  their  feelings,  their  fafety  ren- 
der an  eternal  glory  ?  Will  they  betray  thofe  rights,  which  are  fo 
dear  to  themfelves,  fo  far  as  to  contribute  to  reduce  their  brothers 
to  flavery  ?  If  however  it  thould  happen,  that  fome  incendiary  fpirits 
fhould  devife  fo  fatal  a  meafure,  and  in  fomemoment  ofmadnefs,  fhould 
have  it  adopted  to  Great  Britain,  what  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of 
the  colonies,  to  prevent  their  falling  under  the  moil  odious  fer- 
vitude. 

What  muft  this  writer  think  of  the  madnefs  of  the  times,  in  which 
there  are  not  only  incendiary  fpirits  to  devife  fo  fatal  a  meafure,  and 
have  it  adopted  ;  but  in  whicn  a  war  is  meditated,  at  the  expence  of 
our  prefent,  and  the  hazard  of  our  future  commerce,  to  carry  that  fatal 
meafure  into  execution  ?  What  mutt  he  think  of  this,  at  the  moment 
in  which  the  colonies  have  declared,  they  do  not  defire  an  accommo- 
dation, that  may  be,  in  any  degree,  inconfiftent  with  theinterefis  and 
dignity  of  Great  Britain  ?  When  they  have  befought  this  country  to 
propofe  its  own  terms  of  ^conciliation  ;  and  give  them  the  opportu- 
nity, they  ardently  wi(h  for,  of  testifying  their  zeal  and  gratitude,  as 
loyal  fubjecrs  and  affectionate  colonifU  t  ? 

Under  thefe  circmnftarices,  it  is  tnoft  manifeft,  that  fiber  (filiation 
cannot  be  the  object  of  thefe  rneafures,  though  Jlavery  may.  Yet  to 
fome  it  kemz  difficult  to  comprehend,  how  arbitrary  power  can  arife 
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to  the  crotfn,  by  making  the  authority  of  parliament  abfolute  over 
America.  Bat  fuch  difficulty  will  foon  be  removed,  by  recollecting 
bow  often  our  kings  have  exercifed  arbitrary  fway,  through  the  me- 
diation of  parliaments.  The  reigns  of  Richard  II.  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
of  Charles  II.  abound  with  instances:  Lord  Bolingbroke  therefore  ob- 
serve*, with  perfect  propriety,  that,  "  whether  the  will  of  the  prince 
becomes  a  law,  by  force  of  prerogative  and  independently  of  parlia- 
ment; or  whether  it  be  made  fo  on  every  occafion  by  the  concurrence 
of  parliament ;  arbitrary  power  is  alike  cflablijhed.  The  only  difference 
lies  here  :  Every  degree  of  this  power,  which  is  obtained  without  parlia- 
ment, is  obtained  again  ft  the  forms,  as  well  as  againft  the  fpirit  of  the 
constitution;  and  mutt  therefore  be  obtained  with  difficulty,  and  pof- 
fefled  with  danger.  Whereas,  in  the  other  method  of  obtaining  and 
exercifing  this  power,  by  and  with  parliament,  the  progrefs  is  eafy 
and  fhort;  and  the  poffeffion  of  it  fo  far  from  being  dangerous,  that 
liberty  is  difarmed,  as  well  as  oppreffed,  by  this  method.  That  part 
of  theconftitution,  which  was  inftituted  to  oppofe  the  encroachments 
©f  the  crown,  the  mal-adminiftration  of  men  in  power,  and  every 
other  grievance,  being  influenced  toabet  thefe  encroachments,  to  fup- 
port  this  mal-adminiitration,  and  even  to  concur  in  impofing  the  grie- 
vances*." 

Through  the  intervention  of  parliament  is  therefore  the  mod  fafe 
and  fure  mode  or  eftabliffiing  arbitrary  power  in  the  crown.  By  that 
medium  it  is  not  only  compared  with  more  plaufibility  and  eafe,  but 
exercifed  with  more  abfolute  fway  and  fectuity,  From  hence  it  may 
appear,  that  the  advifers  of  thofe  meafures  have  acted  with  deeper 
fagacity  than  fuperfkial  obfervers  would  fufpect.  Such  being  plainly 
the  principle,  and  fuch  the  purpofe  of  this  war;  what  policy  can 
move  the  nation  to  efpoufe  it  ?  Every  motive  of  humanity,  jaftice  and 
intereft  call  for  conciliation.  Thefe  very  minifters  have  told  us,  that 
the  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Britiih  empire  depend  upon  that  mutual 
confidence  and  affection  between  the  colonies  and  the  parent- ff  ate, 
which  war  muft  inevitably  deftroy.  The  fenflble  and  furcly  impartial 
foreigner  I  juft  quoted,  tells  us,  that  the  very  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution  are  wounded  by  this  war.  That  we  cannot  attempt  to  increafe 
the  power  we  before  pofTcifed,  without  violating  every  principle  of 
policy,  and  every  facred  duty  of  virtue  and  juftice.  He  has  forewarned 
us,  that  fuch  an  attempt  would  force  the  American  peafant  to  turn  fol- 
dier  in  his  own  defence;  and  involve  the  wholecontinent  in  confufion. 
We  have  feen  this  comeexactly  to  pafs.  The  moment  General  Gage's 
army  marched  out  in  hoftile  array,  and  commenced  hoftilities  at  Lexing- 
ton and  Concord}  thepeafantry  poured  in,  like  a  thoufand  ftreams, 
to  overwhelm  them.  A  powerful  army  was  immediately  formed; 
and  at  this  moment,  the  colonies,  which,  before  that  attack,  had  not 
aiingle  regiment  in  thefkld,  have  more  than  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  arms.  To  fubdue  thefe,  and  all  the  reft,  whom  the  fame  en- 
thufiafm  of  liberty,  and  the  defence  of"  all  that  is  dear  aud  facred  to 
men,  may  call  forth,  is  the  immediate  talk  of  the  war,  upon  the  policy 
.*£  which  we  are  now  deliberating. 
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Let  us  fully  and  candidly  examine,  then,  what  force,  by  lea  *od 
land,  this  war  will  require,  what  expence  will  be  incurred  by  that 
force,  what  we  (hall  lofein  the  revenue  and  commerce  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  and  what  We  may  poflibly  obtain,  or  poilibly  lofe 
by  the  ultimate  event. 

The  conclufion  from  thefc  confiderations,  duly  weighed,  will,  I 
conceive,  be  found  and  decifive,  whether  it  be  for  war,  or  for  peacfi 
and  reconcilement,  The  qucftion  is  great.  A  greater  never  befor# 
called  for  our  attention.  The  fate  of  empires  hangs  upon  it.  The 
proteftant  religion,  the  Britifh  conftitution,  the  profperity,  the  opu- 
iance,  the  exigence  of  Great  Britain,  depend  on  the  iifue.  Let  us 
then  give  it  that  attention,  which  its  high  importance  merits. 

The  armament  of  lad:  year  a  gain  ft  America,  was  ten  thoufand  fol- 
diers,  and  three  thoufand  feamen.  It  was  then  fuppofed,  the  Ameri- 
cans would  not  refill.  The  event  has  proved  they  will.  That  aima- 
ment  is  half  confirmed,  without  affecTinga  fingle  thing  of  any  confe- 
quence.  1  have  converfed  with  no  officer  on  the  fubject,  who  thinks 
a  main  army  of  Iefs  than  thirty  thoufand  men,  with  an  adequate  train 
of  artillery,  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  fouthern  part  of  the  continent, 
and  ten  thoufand  Teamen  including  marines,  can  open  the  campaign 
with  any  po(nbiiity-of  fuccefs.  This  eftimate  I  purpofely  (late  as  low 
as  poffible. 

£■ 

Forty  thoufahd  land  forces  will b&  -^  1,000,000 

Ordnance  fervice                       —  *•  500,000 

Tranfport  fervice •  m**  - — -  600,000 

Ten  thoufand  feamen  including  marines  — -  6co;ooo 

Staifand  hofpiral                         —  1  70,000 

Building  and  repairs  of  (hips              100,000 

Forage,  bread,   and  other  contingencies  for  the  fleet 

and  army                 — .  —  1,000, cod 

Extra  expence                 . — 6gq,oqo 


Total  for  the  American  war  -  - — ■ =■  4,470,000 


It  mud  be  remembered,  that  the  peace  eflabUfhrrent,  together  with 
the  in^erefr  of  the  national  debt,  entirety  exhaulkthe  prekitt  fupplks; 
that  the  fiaking  fund  is  almoil  emptied  ;  that  the  debt  already  incur- 
red for  the  war  wc  havecairied  on  with  America,  cannot  belefs  than 
two  millions  ;  and  rhat  the  neieiHties  of  t he  civil  lift  will  call  this 
year  for  half  a  million.  At  the  lowefi  computation  then,  if  we  are  to 
continue  this  war,  the  additional  expence  of  the  enfuing  year  will  be 
feven  millions,  which  muft  be  provided  for,  by  additional  ^axes.  t.ft 
us  then  conflder,  what  welhall  Jofcin  revenue  and  commerce,  during 
the  continuance  of  an  incrcafe  of  taxes*  to  furnifh  the  extraordinary 
fupplies  for  this  unnatural  war.  Mr  Glover,  whofe  knowledge  ancj 
accuracy  is  undoubted,  eftimates  the  levenue  artiingfrom  North  Ame- 
rica, actually  received,  at  three  hundred  thou  land  pounds  pet  anri ?:-•:. 
Befides  this,  the  taxes,  which  are  involved  in  the  pi  ice  of  the  manu- 
factures we  fuinifn.  them,  and  which  mult  fail  with  ihs  failure  of  ocr 
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exports,  cannot  be  eiVimatedat  lefs  than  one  million.  The  nett  reve- 
nue arifirig  from  dutiesand  excife  on  Weft  India  productions,  is  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  half  of  which  cannot  but  fail  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  difpute.  Your  exports  to  North  America  were  three 
millions  per  annum,  which  were  paid  for  in  raw  materials,  that  trebled 
their  value  upon  being  manufactured,  and  entered  deeply  into  the 
whole  fyftem  of  your  manufactures- and  commerce. 

Upon  this  eftimatethen,  obferve  what  mull  be  your  over-taxed  and 
ruined  fituation. 

Additional  fapplies  for  the  year  1776  ■  .  6,470,0^0 

Deficiencies  in  the  revenue  —  —         1,650,000 



Total  equivalent  to  an  actual  increafein  taxes  of  8,120,000 

If  we  add  to  this  the  fupplies  for  the  current  fervice 

of  the  year  which  amount  to  '  ■  11,000,000 


The  fum  total  will  be  —  19,120,000 


This  fum  far  exceeds  the  burthen  of  any  year  during  the  laft  wa.r. 
The  ruinous  confequences  of  it  are  plain  and  inevitable.  There  is 
no  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  can  fit  ferioufly  down,  and  (hew  by  what 
refources,  we  can  fupply  fuch  an  enormous  demand.  It  is  abfolute 
infanity  tofuppofe  our  funds  and  our  credit  will  furvive  the  {hock. 
Nor  is  it  more  rational  to  fuppofe,  that  a  lefs  force  will  fuffice;  or 
that  fuch  force  can  be  fupported  at  lefs  expence.  Indeed  the  mini- 
flers  have  already  thrown  out  in  parliament,  that  forty  thoufand  men 
will  be  requifite.  A  lefs  number  would  be  as  army  of  inability  and 
irritation.  Nor  have  I  indeed  an  idea  that  fuch  a  force,  though  for- 
midable, will  be  effectual.  It  may  check,  but  it  cannot  conquer 
America.  A  war  at  more  than  three  thoufand  miles  diftance,  againft  an 
enemy  we  now  find  united,  active,  able,  and  refolute;  where  every 
foot  of  ground  is  to  be  won  by  inches,  and  at  the  fame  fatal  expence 
with  Bunker's-hill;  in  a  country  where  faflnefs  grows  upon  faftnefs, 
and  labyrinth  on  labyrinth ;  where  a  check  is  a  defeat,  and  a  defeat  is 
ruin — it  is  a  war  of  abfurdity  and  madnefs.  We  fhall  fooner  pluck 
the  moon  from  her  fphere,  than  couquer  fuch  a  country.  But  when 
we  confider  all  its  circumftances ;  that  fuch  a  war  is  to  be  waged  by 
a  nation  fo  exhaufted  ofmen,  that  we  are  obliged  to  hire  foreigners  ; 
fo  overburthened  with  debt,  that  we  are  finking  under  its  weight ; 
divided  and  diffracted  among  ourielves,  while  they  are  knit  together, 
likeaftrong  man,  with  one  fpirit  of  enthufiaftic  liberty,  one  fenfe  of 
grievance,  and  univerfal  defperation  ;  I  know  not  with  what  name  of 
folly  and  infatuation  to  brand  the  attempt.  It  is  agreed  that  the  grand 
Arfrefican  army  will  amount  to  fifty  thoufand  chofen  men,  led  by  ex- 
perienced generals,  animated  by  every  motive  that  can  infpire  un- 
daunted and  heroic  valour,  difciplined  to  all  the  advantages  of  the 
country,  comforted  and  confirmed  by  every  ailiftanceAvhich  the  at- 
tachment, the  intereft,  the  zeal  of  the  inhabitants  can  minifter,  and 
capable  of  bdn$»  recruited  or  reiaforced  wi|h. -the,  utmoft  facility, 
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Againft  this  army  we  are  to  contend,  under  every  poflible  difadvan* 
tage.  Our  generals  unacquainted  with  the  particular  -country,  onr 
foldiers  unanimated,  I  will  not  fay  difgufted,  by  the  nature  of  thefer- 
vice,  embarrailed  by  the  natural  obstacles  of  an  impracticable  coun- 
try, harraffedand  diflrelTed  by  an  irritated,  hoftile  peafautty,  recruit- 
ing difficult,  reinforcement  impoflible.  Under  thefe  infuperable  ob- 
ilacles,  what  can  enfue  from  the  attempt,  but  rout  and  ruin  ?  Will 
the  miniftry  ftate  to  us  a  plan?  I  do  not  require  that  it  fhoiild  be 
practicable,  let  it  only  be  plaufible.  Till  that  is  done,  we  foall  be 
warranted  to  retort  upon  adminiftration,  General  Gage's  charge  againft 
the  Provincials;  and  called  the  attempt,  an  a&  of  phrenzy. 

But  difappointment  and  defeat  are  not  the  only,  not  the  worft  coq- 
fequences.     The  toial    lofs    of  America  follows  inevitably.     For  can 
any  man  in  his  fenfes  fuppofe,  that  when  they  have  foiled  oyr  utmoA 
attempts  to  fubdue  them,   they  will  be  longer  fubordinate?  Wnen 
once  we  put  it  to  theuTue  of  force,  whether  they  (hall   be  fubjecl   in 
all cafes  whatfoever,  the  event  will  determine  whether  they  \\\\l  be   fo 
in  any  cafe  whatfoever.      The  whole  of  our  power  muft  be  put  to  the 
hazard.     Let  us  then  next  examine  what  we  may  lofe.     We  muft  'o(e 
the  monopoly  of  her  commerce.     A  vilionary  dean,  more  mercenary, 
I  fufpeel,  than  mad,    has  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us,   that  this  lofs 
will  be  no  material  injury.     I  (ball  take  no  further  notice  of  him  than 
to    fay,   that  his   perfoimrince   proves  him  to  be  utterly  ignorant  o£ 
every  fail,  that  mould  govern  the  judgment  in  deciding  upon  fo  great 
a  queftion.     Without  troubling,  therefore,    the  reader   or  myfeif.any 
further  with  fuch  pretenders  to  political  knowledge,  I  beg  to  call  the 
attention   of  the  public  to   the  well-weighed,  fteriing  fentiments  of. 
Lord  Chatham. 

"-  When  I  had  the  honour  of  fervinghis  majefty,  fays  he,  I  availed 
myfelf  of  the  means  of  information  derived  from  my  office      I  fpeakr 
therefore  from  knowledge.     My  materials  were  good.     I  was  at  pains 
to  collect,  to   digeft,  to  confider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm, 
that  the  profit  to  Great  Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through 
all  its  branches,  is  two  millions  a  year.     This  was  the  fund,  that  car- 
ried you  triumphantly  through  the  lafi  war.     The  eftares  which  were 
rented  at  two  thoufancr  pounds  a  year,  threefcofe  years  ago,  aie  at 
three  thoufand  pounds  at  prefent.     Thofe  eftates  fold   then  from  fif- 
teen to  eighteen  years   purchafe.     The  fame  may   be  fold    now    fo* 
thirty.     You  owe  this  to  America.     This  is  the  price  America  pays  to 
you  for  her  protection*  "  A  profit  of  two  millions  a  year  then,  is  what 
we  muft  lofe.     We  are  plunging  into  this  war,  not  only  without  rhl 
fund  that  carried   us  triumphantly  through    thclaft^  ha*Tor  the  de^ 
ftrucYion  of  that  fund.     What  will  the  landed  gentlemen  think  of  four 
or  five  (hillings  in  the  pound,  entailed  upon    their   eftates   for  ever  ? 
Yet  what  elfe  can  compenfate  for  the  deficiency  of  two  millions.*-  ti 
is  inevitable.     On  the  land  muft  the  burthen  ultimately  $£&     -Thdr4 
is  no  other  equally  permanent  fubjec~r  of  taxation     Trie  landed  gen- 
tlemen then  will  do  well  to  confider  mat^-dy  the  following  wgr.ds  of- 
MrLockej  *'  The  decays   that  <:onie   upon,    and  bricLj  to  'ruin ijkQX 
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country,  do  conftantly  fir  ft  fall  upon  the  knd  ;  and  though  the  coun- 
try gentleman  is  not  very  forward  to  think  fo,  yet  this  rieverthelefs  is 
an  undoubted  truth;  and  that  he  is  more  concerned  in  trade,  and 
ought  to  take  greater  care  that  it  be  well  managed  and  preserved* 
than  even  the  merchant  himfelf." 

But  this  lofs  to  us,  is  not  the  only  mifchief.  Our  rivals  and  ene- 
mies, the  Spaniards  and  French,  muff  gain,  in  a  great  meafure,  what 
we  lofe.  We  mail  therefore  llrengthen  them,  as  we  weaken  our- 
felves.  The  immenfe  profit  of  being  the  carriers  for  America,  will 
ceafe  with  the  abolition  of  the  navigation  acts;  the  policy  of  which 
was  to  fake  it  from  the  Dutch,  and  fecure  it  to  us.  It  will  in  a 
great  meafure  revert  to  its  old  channel ;  and  enrich  the  States,  by 
the  impoverishment  of  Great  Britain. 

But  let  us  hear  Mr  Glover,  who  has  traced  our  commerce  through 
„  all  her  windings  and  dependencies,  with  a  fagacity  and  fuccefs,  which 
!  render   his  knowledge  unequalled.     After  having  accurately  Hated 
r  the  fails,  he  f3ys,  <«  from  this  ground  fee  what  we  put  in  hazard,  not 
merely  a  monied   profit,   but  our  bulwark  of  defence,  our  power  in 
offence,   the  arts  and   induftry  of  our  nation.     Inftead  of  thoufands 
-and  ten  thoufands  of  families  in  comfort,  a  navigation  extenfive  and 
enlarging,   the  value  and  rents  of  land  yearly  rifing,  wealth  abound- 
ing and  at  hand  for  further  improvements,  fee,  or  forefee,   that  this 
1  third  of  our  whole  commerce,  that  fole  bafis  of  our  whole  empire, 
,  and  this  third  in  itfelf  the  belt,  once  loft,  carrier  with  it  a  propor- 
tion of  our  national  faculties,  our  treafure,  our  public  revenue,  and 
the  value  of  land,  fucceeded  in  its  fall   by  a  multiplication  of  taxes 
to  re-inftate  that  revenue,  an  increasing  burden  on  every  decreafing 
.  eftate,  decreafing  by  the  reduced  demand  of  its  produce  for  the  fup- 
port  of  manufacture  and.  manufacturers,  and  menaced  with  a  heavier 
calamity  ftill,  the  dimunition  of  our  marine,  of  our  feamen,  of  our 
i  general  population,  by  the  emigrations  of  ufeful  fubjects,  Strength- 
ening that  very  country  you  wiih  to  humble,  and  weakening  this  in 
the  fight  of  rival  powers,  who  with  to  humble  us." 

If  then  the  wifdom  of  Mr  Locke  is  not  folly,  if  the  information 
of  Lord  Chatham  is  not  ignorance,  if  the  laborious  refearches  of  Mr 
Glover  are  not  errors,  the  confequence  of  a  war  with  our  colonies 
is  inevitably  ruinous. 

But  the  meafure  of  our  misfortunes,  and  of  our  folly,  is  not  yet 
full.  It  is  not  the  mere  lofs  of  this  fund  of  two  millions  annually 
9nd  ofXo  great  a  part  of  our  commerce  with  all  its  confequences,  it  is 
i  not  the.  transfer  of  it  to  augment  the  trade,,  the  marine,  and  the 
yiches  of  our  rivals,  that  gives  an  adequate  idea  of  what  we  are  to 
iQ.fe.by.  this  infatuated  war.  We  are  to  lofe.  a  fund  increafing,  as  our 
wanls  increafe;  and  an  exact  proportion  to  the  growth  and  popu- 
lation of  Auicric^.  -  • 

,  Mr  Bmke,  whole  refsa  re  hes  have  thrown  irrefiilible  tight  trpon 
,  this  f^bject,  has  itatcd  it  t^iys  {torn  the  evidence  of  indubitable 
♦  facts.*-  bl  .^[«3^^  <4dT    uaUfew 
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In  the  year  1704.  /, 

Exports  to  North  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  —         4S3»2^5 

Ditto  to  Africa  »■     ■■■  ■  2,6,66$ 



Total  —  —  569>93° 


In  the  year  1772.  £. 

Exports  to  North  America  and  the  Well  Indies         —  4,791,734 

To  Africa                    —                    —                    —  tf  66,39$ 
To  which  iff  you  add  the  trade   to  Scotland  which,   in 

1704,  had  no  exigence                 —                 —  364,000 

Total                —                —  6,024,171 


From  five  hundred  and  odd  thoufands,  it  has  grown  to  fix  -millions., 
It  has  increafed  no  lefs  than  twelve  fold.  This  is  the  Date  of  the 
colony  trade,  as  compared  with  itfelf  at  thefe  two  periods,  within 
this  century,  and  this  is  matter  for  meditation.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Examine  my  fecond  account.  See  how  the  export  trade  to  the  colo- 
nies alone  in  1772  flood  in  the  other  point  of  view,  that  is  as  com* 
pared  with  the  v;hole  trade  of  England  in  1704. 
The  whole  export  of  England  including  the  colonies  £. 

in  1704  -«  —  —  6,509,000 

Export  to  the  colonies  alone  in  1772  —  6,024,000 

— — . 
Difference  —  —  485,000 

— 

Thus  the  trade  with  America,  has  increafed  nearly  to  an  equality 
with  whatthe  great  commercial  nation,  England,  carried  on,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  with  the  whole  world.  We  are  not  only 
to  facrifice  an  immediate  fund  of  infinite  value,  but  fuch  a  fund  as 
no  nation  ever  before  poffeiTed,  an  increafng  trade,  teeming  with 
every  benefit  and  bleffing  that  can  make  a  people  rich,  prosperous, 
and  powerful.  Are  we  then  in  our  fenfes,  or  are  we  not  ?  See  the 
fum  of  our  folly  and  infatuation.  An  indefinite  augmentation  of  the 
national  debt— an  increafe  of  taxes  beyond  all  former  example— a 
dimunition  of  commerce  to  an  aclual  third  of  the  whole,  and  that 
third  the  only  increafmg  part,  and  influencing  very  materially  all  the 
reft — a  depreciation  of  eftates  in  proportion  to  the  dimunition  of 
,  commerce  and  the  increafe  of  taxes — the  facrifice  of  a  capital  part  of 
the  revenue,  with  the  bed  fource  of  naval  ftores,  and  a  great  nurfcry 
of  feamen. 

Thefe  are  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  confequences  of  r I > *, c 
war.  The  mini/try  are  bold  in  their  ignorance.  They  acknowledge 
they  have  hitherto  been  milled.  I  am  afraid  we  fhall  never  fee  t;hem 
lead  right.  I  ft  a  ted  my  fails- and  my  computations.  Let  any  one 
»who  can,  controvert  them.  The  conclusions  are  indifputnbte,  they 
are  inevitable.  The  calculation  of  additional  expence,  is  pnrpofdr 
ftated  at  the  loweft.  I  would  not  exaggerate.  The  maft  favourable 
fide  is  aendernefs.     I  have  made  no  additional  charge  for  'victualling 


(     54     ) 
*nd  .recruiting,   m  a  /ituation  in  which  the  ufual  expence  muft  bo 
trebled.     I  have  not  fwelled  the  account  with  the  almofl:  incompu* 
table  expence  of  tranfporting  a  Ruffian  army  from  Peterfburgh   to 
Portfmouth,   and   from Portfmouth   to  America.    Not  a  word    havs 
I  faid  of  embodying  the  militia,  which   however  will  certainly  take 
place,  at    the  expence  of  more  than   half  a  million.*     I   have   not 
heightened  the  picture  with  manufacturers  ftarving— poor's  rates  in- 
creating — irtfurrecYions   and   commotions  over    the  whole  kingdom. 
Nature  will  have  its  way;  and  when  popular  difcontents  arife  from 
the  feelings  and  fufleiings  of  the  people,  it  is  not  an  embodied  mili- 
tia that  will   prevent   the  dreadful  confequences.     We  are  waging 
war  with  reafon,  and  with  heaven.     We  mult  break  down  the  bar- 
riers of  nature  before  we  can  fucceed.     And  what  are  to  be  the  fruits 
even  of  our  fuccefs  ?    Will  defolated  cities,  and   depopulated  pro- 
vinces, be  fit  fubject?  of  trade  or  of  navigation  ?   Will  they  contribute 
to  our  neceilities  either  by  revenue  or  commerce?  If  to  alleviate  the 
Ittirthensof  this  nation  be  the  end  of  this  war  :   the  means  are  direct- 
ly deftructive  of  the  end.     Unaccountable  infatuation  ! 

But  honour  pricks  us  on.  We  are  to  feek  the  bubble  Reputation 
even  in  the  cannon's  mouth.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves.  Our 
honour  is  already  loll.  When  we  went  all  over  Europe,  begging 
for  affiilance  to  fubdue  that  very  people  whom  we  juft  represented 
as  the  mod  abject  cowards;  our  honour  was  no  more;  The  miniflry 
have  held  the  Briiifh  lion  up,  (horn  of  his  ftrength,  difmantled  of 
his  honours,  in  irritable  impotency.  The  Ruffian  bear  is  henceforth 
to  lead  the  chace,  and  help  him  to  his  prey. 

Let  us  then  fuppofe  aconfpiracy  happily  formed,  between  the  two 
irriDerial  crowns,   againft  the  common  rights  of  mankind.     Let  us 
{iipphk,   in  confequence  of  it,   an  arnty  of  thirty  thoufand  Ruffians 
fafely  landed  in  America.    Let  every  ftep  they  take  be  marked  with 
defolation  and  with  blood.    Let  the  cities,    towns,  villages,   planta- 
tions,   and  all   that  the  unceafing  hand  of  induftry  and   toil  has  for 
centuries  been  calling  forth  from  a  favage  wilderneis,  be  fmoking  in 
one  common  ruin.     While  the  miniftry   and  their  Scotch  fupporrers, 
are  hanging  over  the  fcene  of  cruelty  till  they  are  glutted  ;  can  Eng- 
jiihmen  help  affcing,   whofe  blood  is   this;  whofe  colonies  are  thus 
deftroyed  ;  who  arc  to  pay  for  this  devaluation  and  ruin.     It  is  Eng- 
Jifh  blood;   they  are  Englifh  colonies;  England  muff  pay.     Ought 
We  then  to  acquiefce  in  fuch  meafures,   ought  we  to  approve,   ought 
we  to  aid  them.     But  when   the  Ruffian  army  has  conquered  Ame- 
rica, how  are  we  to  take  that  conqueft  from  them  ?   Is  there  no  dan- 
ger of  their  keeping  what  they  have  conquered  ?  Is  human  nature 
{o  changed,  that  no  example  mould  ever  again  occur  of  what  hiilory 
fo  often  furnifhes  ? 

When  we  talk  of  honour,  let  us  compare  the  conduct  of  America, 
with  our  own.  I  do  not  wiffi.  to  draw  odious  comparifons.  In  my 
opinion  the  hearts  of  the  people  are  not  with  the  prefent  proceedings. 
It  is  a  ministerial  war,  influenced  and  mitigated  by  Scotch  counfels. 
After  having  folicited  all  Europe  not  to  aflift  the  Americans,  we  *re 

noyr 

*  A  vot«  for  this  purpofc  has  faee  rafl"ed  *hc  Houfc  of  Commonf. 
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now  rpofr  humble  petitioners  at  every  court,  to  affift  us.     We  arc 
ready,  to  arm  and  to  reward  any  hand,  that  will  aim  the  inilrument 
of  death  at  the  heart  of  an,  American. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Americans  have  trufled  to  their  own  arms  for 
their  defence  againft  the  minifterial  armaments  and  machinations. 
While  the  miniitry  have  purfued  every  dcfperate,  and  deftruclive 
meafure  by  called  in  other  nations,  and  even  Roman  Catholics,  for 
their  ruin  ;  they  are  ftill  earneftly  delirous  of  reconciliation,  and 
therefore,  averfe  to  take  a  ftep  which  mult  render  that  reconcilement 
impracticable,  have  delayed  the  calling  in  any  foreign  aid  to  this 
moment.*  While  the  miniitry  are  giving  two  guineas  and  an  half 
bounty,  indilcriminately,  to  every  creature  that  will  enlift  ;  while  re. 
wards  and  encouragements  are  held  out  in  the  public  papers  to,  the 
1 1  i rti  Roman  Catholics  to  tempt  them  into  the  army,  while  Canadians, 
Indians.  Heffians,  Hanoverians,  Ruffians  and  every  animal  of  blood 
is  conjured  into  this  murderous  fervice;  hear  the  orders  of  the 
adjutant  general  to  the  Ameiican  army.  "  You  are  not  to  enlift  any 
deferter  from  the  minifterial  army,  nor  any  droller,  negroe,  or  vaga- 
bond, or  perfon  fufpecled  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  America,, 
nor  any  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  You  are  not  to  enlift  any; 
perfon  who  is  not  an  American  born,  unlefs  fuch  perfon  has  a  wife' 
and  family,  and  is  a  fettled  refident  in  this  country. 

Given  at  the  head  quarters  at  Cambiidge,   this  loth  day  of 
•July,   1775. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant  General." 

To  what  can  this  very  marked  difference  in  the  means  of  getting* 
men  to  carry  on  this  war  be  imputed  ?  To  the  principle  of  the  war 
alone;  for  in  every  other  refpeef  the  facility  mould  be  ten  fold 
greater  in  the  minifterial  party.  It  is,  that  on  the  American  fide  th^ 
caufe  is  deemed  the  belt  that  can  engage  men  of  property  and  prin- 
ciple to  take  up  arms  ;  while  on  the  other  fide,  a  general  abhorrence 
of  the  bufinefs  throws  an  infuparable  damp  upon  the  fervice.  While 
the  Americans  therefore  have  their  choice  at  home,  the  miniftry  are 
obliged  to  look  abroad  for  affiilance ;  and  at  length  to  apply  to  th>* 
unfeeling  RumVn.  The  Ruffian  does  not  enquire  about  the  purpofi.-, 
but  the  pay.  Tempt  him  only  with,  that,  and  he  is  your  fervant, 
%hat  bloody  bufinefs  ever.  Yet  even  this  favage  may  be  wi ought* 
upon  by  the  fituation  of  America;  and  may  feel  that  to  be  iixc,  en- 
join thofe  who  are  fighting  for  freedom,  and  property,  is  prderabk 

tv>  ' 

*  When  rioftiJities  were  commenced,  fay  they,  in  thtir  addrefs  to  us,  whfcn  op  1  hr« 
©ccafion.  we  \*er-  wantonly  anacked  by  your  troops,  though  we  repelled  the  3f7a.it,  £n<i 
fpturned  thcr  blows,  yet  we  lam'm<-d  the  wounds  tiiey  obliged  us  to  give;  nai  have  v>& 
yet  Irarncd  to  rejoice  ar  a  victory  over  EngM'Jhmen.' 

His  Mbjefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  afTuvc*  us,  that  among  the  n>3ny  unavoidable  L'\' 
•onftquetvees  of  thi.s  rebellion,  none  aff  <t\s  him  moie  icnfioivj  than  the  cxtracraiijarjr - 
fcurtheuv  which  it  muft  create  to  his  faithful  iu!v\<f:s. 

TheCongrefs  declare  that  nothing  out  '  nec'effiVy  Vnzll  At  ire  them  to  eic'te  any  otheir 
•ation  to'war  agVnft  Grcat.Britain  " '  The  fpeech  fays,  J  have  the  fatiifa&Un  toinfbia* 
you  that  I  have  received  the  mod  friendly  pff-n  of  foreign  arTittitnce,  and  we  know  that 
•>-ery  effort iia5 hepn  ufed  to  pwcuu:  'th»fe  G^\n,  and  obtain  afoscigd  aritr.j  for  ihz  Ji- > 
fUuftioa  q£  fk§  colwk*. 
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to  the  unprofitable,  flavifti,  and  fanguinary  profeifion  of  a  Ruffian 
foldier. 

Let  any  one  candidly  confider  who  they  are  that  /hew  themfelves 
mod  eager  and  afliduous  in  promoting  this  unnatural  war.  Are  they 
not  the  Torries,  Jacobites,  and  Scotch.  Do  not  men  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  fet  themfelves  often  tatioufly  forward,  both  in  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment, in  urging  us  to  extremities,  and  preventing  all  accommoda- 
tion ?  They  fee  it  is  the  old  caufi,  though  ws  cannot.  They  fee  that 
the  extinction  of  Whig  principles  in  America,  will  be  a  fure  means 
of  filencing  them  here,  and  render  Toryifm  triumphant.  There  are 
no  means  too  hazardous  and  too  deteftable,  for  them  to  employ  to 
this  end.  Should  they  fuccecd,  the  conflitution  of  this  country 
would  be  no  more.  Yet  thefe  are  the  men  who  pretend  to  be  rnoff. 
anxious  for  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe  are  the  men  who 
would  prefuade  us,  that  our  liberties  are  not  concerned  in  the  quef- 
tion.  Princes,  and  the  minifrers  of  princes,  have  ever  cloathed  their 
tyrannical  intentions,  with  profefling  regard  for  the  rights  and  wel~ 
fare  of  the  people.  Before  we  are  dupes  of  fuch  (hallow  artifices, 
let  us  remember  that  the  prefent  pious  king  of  Sweden,  the  very 
moment  he  fet  his  foot  on  the  free  conflitution  of  his  country  and 
rendered  himfelf  defpotic,  called  God  as  a  witnefs  to  his  facred  re- 
gard for  the  public  liberty,  and  that  he  could  have  no  intereft  fepa- 
rate  from  that  of  his  people.     Of  Ms  fincerity  we  can  have  no  doubt. 

This  war  then  threatens  us,  not  only  with  a  dimunition  of  our 
commerce  and  revenue,  an  increafe  of  taxes,  and  the  moil  dangerous 
commotions  ;  but  it  faps  the  very' foundation  of  conftitutional  liber- 
ty. For  if  the  fword  once  fubdues  a  third  of  the  empire  to  the  ab- 
folute  will  of  the  crown,  under  the  aufpices  of  a  corrupt  and  fervile 
parliament,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  whole  is  reduced  under 
the  fame  domination.  Should  any  one  doubt  of  there  being  any 
fuch  intention  againfl  our  liberties,  let  them  examine  the  doctrines 
lately  promulgated,  under  great  patronage,  by  Dr  Johnfon  and  Mr 
Wefiey.  If  he  can  find  any  difference  between  them,  and  thofe  of 
Filmer,  Manwaring,  and  Sacheverell,  or  thofe  in  fupport  of  fliip- 
"  money,  he  has  more  difcernment  than  I  have.  In  the  mean  time  it  is 
certain,  that  a  government  which  had  not  fettled  its  plan,  and  Was 
not  withal  very  fool-hardy  in  the  execution  of  it,  would  never  fuffer 
frich  fufpicious  doctrines  to  come  forth,  avowedly  under  its  pay  and 
patronage.* 

Hitherto  I  have  avoided  augmenting  the  impolicy  of  this  war 
by  the  probability  of  its  leading  to  aa  attack  from  our  ancient  an^l 
inveterate  enemies,  when  we  are  lcaft  prepared  to  refift  it.  The 
iu  eject  is  delicate  and  dangerous.  But  the  conduct  of  our  minifters 
has  furrounded  us  with  difficulties.  To  fpeak  upon  the  fubject  is 
endangering,  to  be  filent  is  betraying  the  public.  Let  the  punish- 
ment 

•v  *  I  appeal  to  the  obfervation  of  the  public,  whether  the  obje£t  of  adminiftration  has 
not  been  for  fome  years  to  encourage  the  profligate  and  feduce  the  unwary,  to  explode  all 
public  fpirit,  and  ridicule  every  facred  form  of  our  conflitution.  "  If  ever,  therefore, 
a  tell  for  the  trial  of  fpi'rits  can  ke  necefTary,  it  is  now.  If  ever  thofe  of  liberty  and  fac- 
tion ough:  to  be  diftinguiflicd,  it  is  now.  If  ever  it  was  incumbent  on  the  people*  f 
know  what  the  coullifuiion  is,  and  to  uflite  in  its  dffeBfc,  it  is  now/1 
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merit  be  o&  the  heads  of  thofe  who  have  wickedly  brought  us  into 
this  dangerous  dilemma,     In  confidering  the  policy  of  this  war,  it  is 
abfoiuVely  neceiTary  that  we  ftiould  contemplate  this,  as  a  conSe- 
quence  of  it,  as  probable  as  it  is  perilous.    The  object  of  the  French, 
previous  to  the  laft  war,  and  the  caufe  of  its  commencement,  was  to 
deprive  us  of  our  American  colonies.     They  have  long  Seen  that,  as 
the  fureft  road  to  our  ruin.     The  fuccefs  of  the  war  on  our  fide  dis- 
appointed  them.     But   that  very  fuccefs  being  due  to  the  resources 
derived  from  our  colonies,  is  a  proof  to  them  that  their  policy  was 
well  founded,  and   is  an  additional  incentive  to  them  to  wiili  us  fe- 
parated.     It  was  obvious  to  them,    that,  as  the  minifter  \vbo  con- 
dueled  it  declared,  it  was  the  American   fund   which  carried  us  tri- 
umphantly through   the  laft  war.     The  peace-making  minifter  who 
Succeeded,  gave   his  teftimony  alfo  to  the  importance  of  thofe  colo- 
nies, iince  he  made  the  poffeiliori   and  extenfion  of  them,   the  main 
object  of  his  negociations.     Influenced  then  by  their  former  policy, 
which  intermediate  events  have  contributed  ro  confirm,    the  French 
muft  fee,  with  infinite  Satisfaction,  that  we  are  doing  the  very  ffifrWjjj 
they  wi(h  to  do.     In  this  Situation,  what  conduct,  would  the  intereft 
of  France  direct  her  to  hold  ?  It  is  100  plain  to  be  doubted,  or  mif  ta- 
ken.    It  is  their   line  to  lull  us  into  fecurity,   and  induce  us  to  per- 
fevere   by  the   moft   earneft  and   flattering   aflurances  of  neutrality  ; 
while  they  are  Secretly  aiding  the  colonies,  or  animating  them  with 
promiSes  of  Support.     That  they  have  done  the  fir  ft,  we  are  told  by 
the  minifters  themfelves.     They  tell  it  like  men  who  are  completely 
the  dupes  of  it;   and  we  have  the  misfortune  to  perceive  it  has  its 
full  effect.     That  they  fecretly  affift  the  colonies  admits  of  no  difpute. 
Mark  then  the  progrefs  of  this  b'ufiriefs.    When  we  are  completely 
involved  in  this  war,    all  our  army  and  moft  of  our  navy  engaged  iti 
a  defperate  and  destructive  fervice,  at  the  diftance  or   three  thou  Sand 
miles,  exhaufted  of  men  and  money;  can  you   fuppofe  fur,h  folly  in 
France  as   net  to  attack  us  ?   When  not  only  our    humiliation  would 
beeafy,  but  even  our  annihilation  as  a  fovereign  State,   would  not  be 
difficult,  can  we  fo  far  confide  in  the  folly  or  forbearance  of  our  ene- 
mies as  to  hope  theywlil  let  flip  Such  an  opportunity  of  triumph  to 
them,  and  ruin   to  us.     But  I  Hi  all   be   told  that  rhe  Hanoverians 
and  Heffianswill  maintain  our gauifons  and  defend  our  coafts.     Are 
we  then  reduced  to  this  r  It  is  thus,   this  Tory  administration   pre- 
serves our  dignity  and  honour  !  Is  this   our  boafted  Supremacy  f   We 
are  to  feek  fafety  and  protection   from   the  little  State?  of  Germany  ; 
and  the  imperial  crown  of  Cieat  Britain  is  to  hide  if s  diminiihed  luftt  e 
under  the  electoral  coroner,      Rufi'ia.  is  to  fight  our  batth :s  in  America; 
Hanover  and  Hcfle  in  Europe.     The  13 1 1 1 i Sri  Sword   is    again  rcftored 
to  the  hand   of  Lord   George    Sackviilc,  andlies  dil'honomed  in  the 
Scabbard.     Such  are  the  ftjarneful,  the  dangerous,  the  dilhonourable 
confequences  of  this  wicked  war.     Weir  UK-refore  might  tlie  addr-fs 
from  the  city  of  London,  to  the  cleCrors  of  Great  Britain  fay*   H   The 
proviSion  that  Is  making  for  the  introduction  or  Hanoverian    an.1  hlcf- 
fian  troops,  inftead  of  removing  coufii  Cis  cur  apprehcr.f: lo'ji^     BecaiTfe 
we  cannot  have  any  confidence  In  thfprr-rt'JWofl    of  .  flftflgn-JnWicrSi- 
•  . .  H  »  •  nies. 
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rlcs;  and  feel  at  once  the  fhame  and  folly  of  that  policy,  which  is  ttf 
burthen  us  with  taxes  for  the  payment  of  foreign  protectors,  while 
our  own  brave  troops  are  flaughtered  in  an  unnatural,  unneceflary, 
inglorious  conteft."  This  is  the  fter ling  language,  thefe  the  manly 
feutiments  of  true  Englifhmen,  Our  militia  is  another  refource.  But 
will  our  militia  defend  Ireland  ?  Will  our  militia  guard  our  Weft  India 
ifland's  i  [-low  much  fooner  might  a  French  army  march  to  London, 
than  the  northern  and  weftern  militia6  could  unite  to  oppofe* 
them  ? 

It  is  therefore  but  toomanifeft,  that  we  put  every  thing  to  the  ha- 
zard in  the  profecution  of  thefe  pernicious  meafures  againft  America. 
The  uncertain  confequences  of  it  are  dreadful,  the  probable  ones — 
fatal.  In  this  refpect,  our  folly  exceeds  the  folly  of  Spain.  She  ha- 
zarded only  her  dominions  in   the  Low  Countries we  hazard  our 

very  exiftence.  Perhaps  fate  has  decreed,  that  the  conduct  of  Spain 
Ihalino  longer  fund  as  the.  groiTeft  act  of  infatuation  in  the  hiftory 
of  nations. 

When  the  miniftry  tells  us  they  have  been  deceived,  why  do  they 
not  retract  from  ihe  meafures  founded  upon  that  mifmformation,  and 
bring  the  authors  of  At  to  public,  juftice  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more, 
alarming,  than  that,  with  their  errors  before  them,  and  all  the  fatal 
confequences  of  them,  they  (hould  perfevere  in  the  paths  of  decep- 
tion. As  if  the  calamities  we  already  fuffer  were  not  lufficient ;  and 
the  difcovery  of  one  error  would  warrant  thecommiflion  of  an  hun- 
dred. The  faMhoods  and  abufe  againft  America,  by  which  the  pub- 
lic has  been  deceived  and  inflamed  by  hisMajefty's  fervants,  both  at 
rome  and  abroad,  are  the  infamous  arts  of  bafe  and  degenerate  men. 
The  accufations  of  fcalping,  maiming,  and  making  war  like  favages, 
which  General  Gage  and  the  court  Gazette  have  founded  in  the  ears 
of  a  too  credulous  people,  have  not  been  verified  againft  the  Provin- 
cials in  a  Tingle  instance.  Nay  more — when  Governor  Johnfon,  on 
rhe  rlrft  day  of  parliament,  orfered  to  produce  an  officer  at  the  bar  or" 
die  Hbufe  of  Commons,  who  was  in  the  whole  engagement  ^at  Con« 
eord,  and  taken  prifoner,  the  miniftry,  confeious  of  their  iniquity, 
would  not  liften  to  it.  Nothing  can  be  more  painful  than  a  minute 
derail  of  human  depravity.  I  (hall  therefore  content  myfelf  with 
laying  before  the  reader  one  deciuve  inftance  of  the  little  credit  due 
to  the  accufations  of  General  Gage  againft  the  people. 

In  the  proclamation  againft  the  people  of  the  MaiTachufetts  Bay, 
figned  Thomas  Gag^,  are  thefe  woids — "  And  while  indefatigable- 
and  (hamelefs  pains  have  been  taken  to  obftruct  every  appeal  to  the 
real  interefts  of  the  people  of  America  ;  the  grofTeft  forgeries,  calum- 
nies, and  abfurdities,  that  ever  infulted  the  human  underftanding, 
have  been  impofed  upon  their  credulity.  The  prefs,  that  diftinguifh- 
ed  appendage  of  public  liberty,  and  when  fairly  and  impartially  em- 
ployed, its  beft  fupport,  has  been  invariably  projlituted  to  the  mofi  con- 
trary purptfes  *" 

In  anfwer  to  this  dreadful  cenfure,  hear  the  fame  Governor  Gage, 
in  his  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  dated  Bofton,  January  18,   1775. 

"  I  con- 

•  Remembrancer,  vol.  I.  pag  9  t 


C    59    ) 

"  I  conceive  the  prefs,  which  has  been  more  open  to  government  than 
ufual,  to  have  been  of  great  ufe  ;  through  which  channel,  the  con- 
duel:  of  the  leaders  has  been  Jaid  open,  and  the  abfurdities  of  the 
refolves  of  the  continental  Congrefs  expofed  in  a  mafterly  manner, 
which  has  ferved  to  lower  that  impreflion  of  high  importance,  which 
the  Congrefs  has  made  upon  the  people's  minds.*" 

After  this  acknowledged  abufeof  the  prefs,  in  traducing  that  Con* 
grefs  which  was  the  object  of  reverence  and  almoff.  of  adoration 
with  the  people,  one  would  have  fuppofed  it  was  the  other  party  that 
complained  of  its  having  been  invariably  proftituted  to  the  contrary 
purpofes  for  which  the  prefs  was  inftituted — the  fupport  of  public 
liberty.  But  it  was  neceflary  in  that  proclamation,  as  it,  has  feemed 
in  every  government  paper,  both  there  and  here,  to  rail  agalpft  the 
people  ;  and  therefore  this  topic  of  abufe  was  taken  up  without  any* 
regard  to  truth,  or  even  to  confiftency.  The  famefpi'rit  has  inrpircci 
General  Gage's  fuperiors  here,  iri  a  proclamation  for  f 'ppreiTijig 
rebellion  and  fedition,  it  is  laid — "  there  is  realcm  to  apprehend  tRaj 
fuch  rebellion  hath  been  much  proropted*  and  encd^aged  by*the 
traiterous  correfpondence,  counfeh,  and  comfort  of  divers  wicked 
and  defperate  perfons  within  this  realm,"  This  charge  was  re- 
echoed, with  the  rood  la^guinary  comments,  in  ail -the  court  ad? 
dreiTes.  Yet  when  the  miniiters  were  called  upon  in  parliament  .to 
make  good  fuch  a  charge,  they  acknowledged  they  b;-d  no  evidence 
of  any  fuch,  and  that  it  was  a  libel.  And  though  they  fcized  and 
examined  all  the  papers  of  one  popular  gentleman,  upon  the  pre- 
tence of  a  plot,  the  moft  ridiculous  that  ever  difgraced  the  contri- 
vance of  idiots,  they  have  not  been  able  to  produce  the  leaft  tittle 
jn  proof  of  their  declaration  :  a  declaration  fo  alarming,  that  out  of 
refpe&T)oth  to  the  King  and  the  people,  it  ought  never  to  have  been 
made,  but  upon  unqueftionable  ground.  It  is  as  little  for  the  repu- 
tation of  government  as  for  the  quiet  of  the  people,  that  accuf-frons 
,  of  treafon  being  abroad,  fhoiild  be  lightly  made  in  fo  authentic  an  a  el 
as  a  rojai  proclamation.  It  is  fcattering  firebrands  and  death  with 
inconfiderate  and  very  culpable  levity.  After  f  110(1  conduce—after 
fuch  proof  of  a  total  want  of  regard  to  truth  $md  juflice,  to  the  'u». 
nour  of  *the  crown  or  peace  of  the  people,  both  jn  his  M»je(ly's 
miniiters  and  generals,  if  they  can  prefer ve  any  confidence  or  credit 
with  the  public,  it  is  a  public  determined  to  be  deceived, 

There  are  two  other  acts  of  cruelty  and  want  of good  faith,  on  the 
part  of  General  Gage,  which  have  averted  the  minds  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  diminimed  very  much  that  high  reverence  rhey  fek'{<k 
Englifh  juftjeeand  humanity.  As  it  is  this  opinion  that  formed  th- 
ftreft  ground  of  their  confidence  in  our  government,  whatever  lowers 
it,  is  much  to  be  deplored,  The  traqMJgfls  which  have,  been 
already  touched  upon,   are  thefe  ; 

When  Lord  Percy  was  retreating  before  the  Provincials,  after  the 
affair  at  Concord,  he  met  near  Charles  Town  a  gentleman  of  great 
influence.  His  Lordmip  afked,  if  he  thought  the  town  would  ie- 
ceive  and  flicher  his  troops.     The  gentleman  faid,  he  believed  they 

H  2  would 

*  Parliamentary  RcgifUr,  vol.  I  p.  :;|. 
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would.  "  I  muft  be  allured  of  it,"  replied  Lord  Percy.  The  gen- 
tleman immediately  went  into  the  town,  confulted  the  felect  men, 
and  returned  with  this  anfwer — "  We  will  receive  the  foldiers,  and 
bathe  their  wounds."  Lord  Percy  with  the  troops  marched  in  ac- 
cordingly ;  aud,  as  every  one  knows,  they  were  there  fheltered  from 
further  purfuit  and  danger.  In  a  very  few  weeks  after  fo  flgnal  an 
act  of  friendftiip  and  humanity,  this  town  was  burnt  to  afTies  by  the 
very  fame  troops.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  queftion,  whether  it  was 
an  indifpenfibly  neceiTary  manoeuvre  of  war.  That  however  has  not 
been  proved.  I  {peak  only  of  the  very  unfavourable  imprcflion  an 
aft  fo  apparently  horrible  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  And 
indeed,  if  the  burning  that  town,  unguarded  the  wing  of  the  Pro- 
vincials, and  expofed  them  to  be  flanked,  the  victory  was  obtained 
by  an  accident,  and  he  might  have  fpared  the  iufult  of  boafling  the 
infinite  fuperiority  in  valour  of  the  Britifh  troops.  In  any  event,  a 
man,  who  felt  like  a  foldier,  would  not  think  it  a  feat  to  boaft  of, 
that  a  regular  army  had  forced  irregulars  from  intrenchmenis, 
thrown  up  in  a  few  hours,  undefended  by  cannon,  and  fired  upon 
inceflaatly  by  the  ftanding  batteries  in  Bolton,  the  floating  batteries 
in  the  river,  the  mips,  and  the  field  artillery,  to  give  full  effect  to 
which,  he  himfelf  tells  us,  the  army  advanced 'JlowJy,  and  halted  fre- 
quently"*. 

Some  time  after  this,  the  inhabitants  in  Bofton,  urged  by  the  ut- 
moft  dillrefs,  defired  that  they  might  quit  the  town  with  their  ef- 
fects. General  Gage  agreed  they  mould  do  fo,  provided  they  would 
deliver  up  their  arms.  But  when  they  had  refigned  their  arms,  he 
refufed  to  let  them  carry  out  any  of  their  effects,  and  clogged  even 
their  perfonal  departure  with  great  difficulties.  Thus  he  got  pof- 
feflion  of  their  arms,  by  a  trick,  and  fuch  a  breach  of  faith,  as  ought 
to  render  him  infamous  for  everf.  I  have  my  information  of  thefe 
facts  from  indifputable  authority;  and  fuch  as  would  appear  at. the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  were  there  any  inclination  there  to 
do  that  injured  and  infulted  people  juft ice*  To  manifefr  fiich  an 
inclination,  and  to  enquire  into  fuch  proceedings,  would  be  the 
faired  foundation  for  renewed  confidence  and  reconcilement. 

If  there  were  little  feeling  in  this  country  for  the  fufferings  of  our 
fellow-fubjects  in  America,  if  we  did  not  condemn  the  readinefs 
with  which  the  moil  outrageous  abufe  of  them  is  received  and  re- 
peated, it  would  give  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  -decay  of  that  hu- 
manity and  maguauimity  which  ufed  to  be  the  honourable  diftinc- 
tion  of  Englishmen.  Thefe  minifters  would  change  not  only  the 
con-flitution,  but  the  characterise  of  this  country.  Indeed  thofe 
noble  qualities  mull  be  extinguifhed  before  the  public  voice  will 
aid  and  approve  fo  wickea  a  war.  To  trample  upon  the  common 
rights  of  mankind*,  to  carry  famine,  fire,  and  fword  into  their  coun- 
ty 

*  Seethe  Gazette,  July  25. 
f  In  open  violation  of  honour,  in  dvf:a;>ce  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even 
lavage  nations  eHeem  facred,  the  Governor  orckreJ  the  arms  depofited  by  agreement  in 
fafcty  for  their  owners,  to  be  feiztJ  by  a  body  of  folJiers ;  detained"  the  g  eateft  part  of 
the  ihhefhitants  in  die  town  and  con ?e: led  the  few,  who  were  permitted  lo  retire^  to 
leave  the  molt  valuable  eff^cti  bwhii.u."    Addrcfi  of  the  general  con^refs.  _ 
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try  becaufe  they  will  not  yieldjo  laws,  which  if  yielded  to,  would 
render  them  the  raoft  abject  flaves  on  earth,  to  Air  up  Roman  Catho- 
lics, favages,  arid  even  their  negroes*,  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  our  fellow-fubjects — thefe  are  acts  of  cruelty  and  rancour 
which  no  people,  not  loll  to  every  fentiment  of  humanity  and  virtue, 
could  hear  without  horror.  What  heart  can  be  unmoved,  or  help 
calling  down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  the  inhuman  minifters 
of  thefe  meafures,  when  we  read  of  a  large  and  populous  place  like 
Charles  Town,  fet  on  fire  in  an  inftant,  and  confumed  to  afhes  by 
the  deftructive  engines  of  war — the  defencelefs  town  of  Newport  in 
Rhode  Ifland,  battered  for  a  whoie  day  by  (hips  of  war—the  city 
of  New-York  fired  upon  by  the  Afia  man  of  war,  every  road  filled 
with  women  and  children  flying  into  the  fields  for  fhelter,  their 
venerable  old  governor  promifing  them  protection  in  vain — crude/is 
ubique  luflus — ubiqite  payor — et  plurima  mortis  imago.  Thefe  are  the 
triumphs  of  our  mini.ters  in  this  impious  war.  The  conflagration 
of  Britifh  towns— the  defolation  of  Britifh  provinces — gazettes  of 
Britifh  blood,  fhed  by  Britifh  hands,  arid  mutual  lifts  of  our  Slaugh- 
tered fellow-fubjects.  The  extremities  to  which  thai  unhappy  peo- 
ple have  been  driven,  mould  not  harden  our  hearts  againft  compaf- 
fion  for  their  fufTerings.  Since,  to  fpeak  in  the  manly  language  of 
General  Wafhington — "  Let  our  opinion  of  the  principle  which 
actuates  them,  be  what  it  may ;  they  fuppdfe  they  act  from  the  nobleit 
of  all  principles-— a  love  of  freedom,  and  of  their  country."  Actua- 
ted by  the  fame  principle,  our  anceflors  vindicated  from  the  hands 
of  tyranny,  thofe  rights  and  liberties  which  we  now  enjoy.  It  would 
therefore  little  become  us  to  condemn  the  operation  of  the  fame 
principles  in  the  Americans ;  or  to  rejoice  at  the  calamities  they 
fuffer  in  alTerting  and  maintaining  them. 

Among  other  means,  which  have  been  induftrioufly  employed  by 
minifterial  men,  to  prejudice  our  minds  againft  our  fellow-fubjects  in 
America,  they  have  been  accufed,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  of 
withholding  .their  juft  debts  to  the  merchants  of  this  country,  and 
fmuggling  to  the  great  injury  of  its  commerce.  "What  foundation 
there  is  in  thefe  charges,  we  may  judge  from  the  teftimony  of  the  A- 
merican  merchants.  Thofe  of  London  declared  laftyear,  at  the  bar 
ofthehoufeofcommons,that — they  wereinnoapprehenfion  about  their 
debts,  but  from  themeafures  taken  by  that  houfc.  The  merchants 
ofBriftol  have  fpokeri  precifely  on  this  fubjecr.  in  their  laft  petition. 
— "  We  owe,-  fay  they,  a  teftimony  of  juftice  to  your  colonies,  which 
is,  that  in  the  midft  of  the'  prefent  diftractions,  we  have  received 
many  unequivocal  proofs,  that  our  feliow-fubjccts,  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  are  very  far  from  having  loft  their  ancient  afTtction  and  regard 
to  their  mother  country,  or  departed  from  the  principles  of  commer- 
cial 

*  Governor  Littleton,  who  feconded  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majofty,  in- 
formed the  Houfe,  and  feemed  to  do  it  with  picafure,  thar  the  negroes  in  the  fourhevn 
polonies  were  numerous,  and  ready  to  embri<  Ibtir  iv.nds  in  the  blood  of  their  ma-freis. 
The  reader  will  alfo  fee  the  fame  favajje  threats  thrown  out  agiinfl  the  people  of  Vugriita 
hy  Lord  Dunmore,  fully  authenticated  in  ihe  proceeding;  of  the  ruTembly  of  tl»at  coifltjy.. 
Ecwnl/rancer,  vol.  I.  page  i  83.  s  ,  ., 
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*ial  and  private  jaftice.  Notwithstanding  the  ceffation  of  the  powers 
of  government,  thronghout  that  vaSt  continent,  we  have  reafon  to 
think,  judging  by  the  imports  into  this  city,  and  by  our  extenfive 
correfpondencies,  that  the  commodities  of  American  growth,  enume- 
rated by  acts  ot  parliament,  have  been  as  regularly  brought  to  Great 
Britain,  as  in  the  mod  quiet  times.  We  aflureyour  raajefty  that  the 
trade  of  this  port,  and  the  fit  bfijlence  of  a  great  part  of  your  kingdom, 
have  depended  very  much  on  the  honourable,  and  in  this  inftance, 
amicahlc  behaviour  of  your  American  fubjccls.  We  have,  in  this  Single 
city  received,  within  one  year  from  the  firSt  of  September,  1774, 
more  than  one  million  buihels  of  wheat,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  grea: 
quantity  of  other  valuable  commodities  eflcntial  to  our  navigation 
and  commerce.  Thefe  circumftanccs  we  humbly  beg  leave,  with  the 
utmoft  deference,  to  fubmit  to  your  majefty's  consideration,  in  order 
,to  Shew,  that  whenever  your  royal  clemency  Shall  exert  itfelf,  in  be- 
half of  your  colonies,  thedifpofirions,  on  their  part,  to  peace  and  re- 
conciliation, are  by  no  means  fo  unfavourable,  as  many  perfons,  from 
paffion  or  mifinformation,  may  poffibly  fuggeit." 

It  is  very  well  known  that  we  were  laft  year  in  danger  of  a  famine, 
from  which  this  copious  fupply  of  grain  from  America,  relieved  us. 
Mark  then  the  difference  between  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  and  of 
the  Americans.  While  the  ministers  were  pa/ling  acts  of  parliament 
here,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  Starving  the  people  there;  and 
their  Scotch  fupporters  were  lamenting  that  it  was  poSfible  they 
might  not  be  effectually  Starved — the  Americans  were  holding  out  to 
lis  the  Staff  of  life,  and  furnishing  to  our  neceffities  that  food,  which 
the  inclemency  of  the  Heavens  had  denied.  Can  their  be  a  Stronger 
con traft  offered  to  a  generous  and  enlightened  people?  Can  there  be 
any  longer  a  doubt  of  the  affection  of  our  colonifts  towards  us,  of 
fheir  being  actuated  by  the  moft  noble  motives,  in  a  manly  mainte- 
nance of  their  liberties ;  while  their  enemies  employ  every  wicked  and 
inhuman  means  to  fubvert  them  ?  Certain,  however,  it  is,  that  many 
of  thofe  who  have  been  fa^ed  from  ruin  and  from  famine,  by  their 
large  remittances,  are  addrcfTers  for  their  destruction.  Impelled, 
perhaps,  by  the  fame  irrefiitible  court  influence,  which  made  General 
Howe  undertake  to  be  the  butcher  of  that  very  people  wflG  had 
raifed  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  his  brother. 

The  next  crime,  and  that  which  they  feem  to  think  of  the  deepeft 
die,  is  that  the  Americans  are  aiming  at  independency.  They  ap- 
pear to  imagine  that  the  mere  fufpicioii  of  fuch  an  enormous  wicked- 
nefs  as  the  defire  of  independency ,  is  fufticient  to  juftify  the  laying  their 
towns  in  aihes,  the  devastation. of  their  country,  the  Slaughter  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  conhTcation  of  their  eflates.  When  you  afk 
them  for  proofs — they  have  none  :  bur,  like  Iago — for  mere  fufpi- 
eion  in  that  fort,  they  aft  as  if  for  furety.  I  will  however  fo  far 
give  them  the  advantage  of  the  difpute,  as  not  only  to  wave  requi- 
ring them  to.  prove  their  charge,  but  tc  Shew  that  they  have  not  the 
kait  colour  of  foundation  for  it. 

When 
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When  it  (hall   appear  that  Governor  Hutchiafon,  envenomed  as> 
he  is,  could  not  make  a  direct  charge  of  any  fuch  intention,   even  a- 
gainft  that  part  of  America  which  is  univerfalJy  deemed  the  moft  dif- 
pofed  to  it,  we  may  venture  to  pronounce  it  a  groundlefs  accufation. 

In  the  year  1770  he  writes  thus M  I  do  not  fay  that  the  contrary 

principle  is  yet  eftabliuhed,  but  there  is  a  growing  tendency  to  it." 
A  tendency  it  feems  to  this  high  crime,  fomething  like  a  treafonable 
practice,  fo  vague  that  it  may  fit  any  fact,  was  all  of  which  he  could 
then  accufe  the  people.  Nay,  in  the  very  fame  letter  he  acknow- 
ledges that "  a   great   part  of  the    colonies   A  ill  keep    up  my 

Lord  Chatham's  diftinclion."  "  If  parliament,  he  continues,  gives 
up  taxation,  let  it  afTert  Iegiflation,  and  fuppoft  it  before  this  part  df 
the  people  find  out,  that  it  is  the  right. of  Englishmen  to  be  governed 
bylaws  in  general,  as  well  as  laws  for  taxation,  to  which  they  have 
given  their  confent  in  perfon,  or  by  their  representatives*."  Every 
one  knows  that  Lord  Chatham's  diftinclion  preferved  the  fupremacy 
clear  and  entire;  fo  that  this  is  plainly  a  con feilion  on  the  part  of 
CovernorHutchinfon,  that  moft  of  the  colonies  fliil  acknowledged 
the  fupreme  legislative  authority.  He  even  goes  farther,  and  inti- 
mates, that  his  part  of  the  people  had  not  yet  fo  much  as  difcovered 
what  his  fuperior  fagacity  difcerued,  that  it  was  elTential  to  their  li- 
berties to  alTentto  all  the  laws  which  bound  them.  Without  this 
difcovery,  no  one  can  fuppofe  they  could  entertain  any  defigns  of  in- 
dependency. 

In  1771  the  governor  tells  us— "  the  faction  in  this  province,  a- 
gainft  government,  is  dying,  but  dies  hard."  This  looks  ftill  lei's  like 
a  general  defign  of  independency.  In  another  letter  he  informs  us, 
"  that  the  diforders  in  America  mull  be  attributed  to  a  caufe,  that 
is  common  to  all  the  colonies,  aloofe,  falfe,  and  abfurd  notion  of  the 
nature  of  government,  which  has  been  fpread  by  designing,  artful 
men,  fettiag  bounds  to  the  fupreme  authority."  The  general  object  ■ 
then  of  the  colonies  was  confefTedly  to  limit,  not  to  de/lroy,  rhe  fu- 
preme authority  ;  while  Mr  Hutchinfon's  with  was  to  render  it  unli- 
mited, that  is— defpotic.  Agaiu,  we  are  told,  that  --*'  all  this  disor- 
der is^ing  to  a  general  difpofition,  not  in  the  body  of  the  people 
only,  but  in  thofe  to  whom  the  adminitfration  of  government  by  the 
conftitutionis  entruded,  to  favour  themeafures  of  the  merchants^  as- 
the  only  means— to  prefer ve  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  bring 
about  the  repeal  of  the  revenue  acts,  and  other  acts  called  uncoulti- 
tutional."  This  is  a  full.and  complete  acknowledgement  that  the  ob- 
ject  of  their  oppofuion  was  the  revenue  acts,  and  Sot  the  fupremacy  ; 
that  the  oppofuion  was  univerfal  ;  and  that  they  hoped  :o  erTVtt  this 
by  no  greater  violence,  than  refolving  not  to  confume  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country,  till  their  grievances  were  redi  tiled.  Yet  Gene- 
ral Gage  has  the  injuitice  to  fay,  in  his  letter  to  General  Waihingtcn, 
that  "  theprefent  ciifis  was  long-fince  projected  on  the  part  of  Ame- 
rica,  and  that  they  who  influence  their  councils  have  views  very  di- 
ilmt  from  accommodation."  It  cannot,  i  think.,  have  efcaped  tbe  ob- 

fervatiois 

*  Remembrancer,  p.  in. 
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fervation  of  any  reader,  that  this  General  Gage  has  conftantly  fubfti- 
mted  accufation  for  action ;  and  added  the  calumny  of  inflammatory 
falfaoods  to  the  perfidy  of  violated  faith. 

But  to  return  to  Governor  Hutchinfon.  So  late  as  1773,  the  de- 
fign  of  independency  feems,  in  his  eftimation,  to  have  continued  pro- 
blematical.——" If,  fays  he,  we  will  be  independent,  why  mould  we 
not  be  threatened  with  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  our  being 
atlually  fo,  a  reftraint  from  all  trade  with  the  colonies,  which  ac- 
knowledge themfelvesfubjects."  Still  therefore  it  remained  fubj eft 
to  an  If;  and  when  he  ventures  farther  to  hazard  his  utmoft  afler- 
tion,it  is  that *.f  if  the  fupremacy  had  not  been  denied  in  Eng- 
land, few  perfons  would  dared  (have  dared  he  means)  to  have  denied 
it  in  America.". 

I  may  now  fubmit  to  the  candid  confideration  of  every  reader,  how 
little  colour  there  is  for  this  charge,  when  this  very  Governor  Hut- 
chinfon,  hoftile  and  unprincipled  as  he  is,  avowing  that  every  machi- 
avelian  policy  ought  to  be  ufed  againfl:  that  unhappy  people,  is  yet 
unable,  with  all  the  malignity  of  his  invention,  to  forma  direct  accu- 
fation of  any  premeditated  plan  of  independency.  But  I  have  itill 
farther  evidence,  that  will  force  conviction  upon  this  point.  The 
letters  which  were  laid  before  parliament,  during  the  laft  feffions, 
from  all  the  governors  in  America,  are  reports  upon  this  fubjeft  ;  and 
it  is  remarkable,  that  not  one  line  of  them  imputes  the  disturbances 
there,  to  a  defign  or  defire  of  independency,  or  of  destroying  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament.  On  the  contrary, 
General  Gage  attributes  them  to  a  fudden  fpirit  of  infatuation  and 
madnefs,  arifingfrom  the  Bofton  port  bill,  and  the  other  ads  which 
accompanied  it.  He  write*  to  Lord  Dartmouth  that  "  the  phrenzy 
had  fpread  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  through  all — that  he  has  learnt 
by  an  officer  from  Carolina,  that  the  people  of  Charles  Town  were 
as  mad  as  thofe  at  Bofton." — Phrenzy  and  madnefs  are  not  the  difpo- 
fition  in  which  men  carry  into  execution,  great  and  deep  defigns, 
deliberately  formed.  Thefe  are  padions  which  arife  from  vio- 
lent caufes,  fuch  as  condemning  without  hearing,  and  involving  the 
unqueftionably  innocent  with  the  fuppofed  guilty,  in  a  punifhment 
ten  thoufand  fold  greater  than  the  offence,  if  that  offence  had  been 
fairly  tried,  and  fully  proved. 

Had  the  pious  Lord,  to  whom  thofe  letters  were  addreffed,  recol- 
lected what  he  muft  have  read,    he  would  have  found  the  caofe  of 

thefe  commotions  in  what  the  wifdom  of  Solomon  has  told  us 

"  Verily  oppreflion  maketh  wife  men mad." 

General  Gage,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  dated  the  25th 
of  September,  1774,  fays — "  Your  lordlhip  willobferve  that  the  de- 
legates complain  of  mifinformation,  and  deny  a  wifh  of  indepen- 
dency." 

The  other  governors  are  more  explicit  both  as  to  the  caufes  and 
the  intentions  of  the  popular  commotions.  Governor  Colden  writes 
in  1774  that — "  almoft  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  counties  wifli 
for  moderate  meafures — that  a  great  majority  of  the  province  abhor 
the  thoughts  of  a  civil  war,  and  defire  nothing  fo  much  as  to  have 

an 
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I  an  end  put  to  this  unhappy  difpute  with  the  mother  country.0  Had 
I  fuch  been  the  wi(h  of  administration,  they  would  not  have  failed  to 
I  adopt  the  plan  propofed  by  the  fame  governor  in  the  following 
!  words — "  could  it  be  thought  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  of  parlia- 
I  ment,  to  lay  afide  the  right  of  railing  money  on  the  fubjects  in  Ame- 
!  rica,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  that  the  feveral  American  affemblies  mould 
i  grant  and  fecure  to  the  crown  a  fufficient  and  permanent  fupply  to 
j  pay  all  the  officers  and  ordinary  expences  of  government  ;  they  are 
I  of  opinion  this  would  be  a  ground-work  upon  which  a   happy  recon- 

icilhtion  might  be  effected  ;  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  on  Great 
Bricain  fecured,  government  maintained,  and  this  destructive  conteft 
amicably  'terminated  *."  The  fentiments  of  Governor  Penn  are  to 
the  fame  point,  and  worthy  of  the  utmoffc  attention — "  I  think  it, 
however,  an  indifpenfablc  duty  to  bis  majefty  to  acquaint  your  lord? 
fhip,  that  from  the  belt  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  the 
refolution  of  oppofing  the  Bofton-acts,  and  the  parliamentary  power 
of  railing  taxes  in  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  revenue,  is  in  a  great 
meafure  univerfal  throughout  the  colonies,  and  polTeiTes  all  ranks  and 
conditions  of  people.  They  perfuade  themfelves  there  is  a  formed 
delign  to  enflave  America ;  and  though  the  act  for  regulating  the 
government  of  Canada,  does  not  immediately  affect  the  other  provin- 
ces, it  is  neverthelefs  held  up  as  an  irrefragable  argument  of  that  in- 
tention f. — They  look  upon  thechafUfement  of  Bolton  to  be  purpofe- 
ly  rigorous,  and  held  by  way  of  intimidation  to  all  Ameiica  ;  and, 
in  iliort,  that  Bolton  is  fuffering  in  the  common  caufe.  Their  delin- 
quency in  deltroying  the  Ealt  India  company's  tea,  is  loft  in  the  atten- 
tion given  to,  what  is  here  called,  the  too  fevere  puuiihment  or  (hut- 
ting up  the  port,  altering  the  conllitution,  and  making  an  act,  as 
they  term  it,  fcreening  the  officers  and  foldiers  for  (bedding  American 
blood.  The  plan  which  feems  to  be  univerfally  adopted,  is  the  pro- 
curing a  general  congrefs,  in  order  to  itate  the  rights,  and  reprefent 
the  grievances  of  America,  to  the  throne;  and  to  agree  upon  (uch 
meafures  as  may  be  thought  molt  likely  to  relieve  Bolton — and  reftore 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  J."  With  what  face 
then  can  thefe  minifters  fay  they  were  deceived  ;  with  what  face  can 
they  charge  a  deflgn  of  independency  upon  the  colonies;  whtn  they 
arefolemnly  told,  by  one  of  the  molt  refpectable  of  their  governors, 
from  the  fullelt  information,  that  one  great  object  of  rijeir  planning 
a  general  congrefs  was — to  reftore  harmony  between  the  two  coun- 
tries ?  Who  is  it  then,  that  has  rendered  all  their  endeavours  abor- 
tive ? The  miniftry.     What  is  it  that  has  exafperated,   initead   of 

healing;    and  in  the  place  of  restoring  harmony,  has  inflamed  popular 

difcontent,  into  civil  war?- inhuman  acts  of  legislative   authority, 

inexorable  oppreffion,  redrefs  refufed,  grievances  exafperated,  hoftile 
fleets,  and  defolating  armies.  Governor  Eden's  information,  from 
the  province  of  Maryland,  is  that — "the  fpirit  of  refinance  again  ft 
the  tea-act,  or  any  mode  of  internal  taxation,  is  as  flrong  and  uni- 
verfal there  as  ever.     He  firmly  believes  they  will  undergo  any  haid- 

I  mips 
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(hips  fooner  than  acknowledge  a  right  in  the  Britifh  parliament,  in 
that  particular*.'*  Of  much  the  fame  nature  is  Governor  Bull's  ac- 
count, touching  the  fituation  of  South  Carolina.  "  Their  own  ap- 
prehenfions  and  thoughts,  fays  he,  confirmed  by  the  refolutions  and 
correfpondence  from  other  colonies,  have  raifed  an  univerfal  fpirit  of 
jealoufy  againft  Great  Britain,  and  of  unanimity  towards  each  other — 
the  general  claim  is  exemption  from  taxation  but  by  their  own  repre- 
fematives,  as  co-efTential  with  the  Britifh,  their  own  conftitution  |." 

Thus  the  intelligence  from  different  governors,  in  a  variety  of  pro- 
vinces, co  operates  to  exclude  any  colourable  charge  of  a  defign  to 
deny  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority.  They  all  agree,  that  the 
raifing  money  upon  them  by  an  aflembly,  in  which  they  are  not  repre- 
fented,  joined  with  the  feverity  and  injuftice  of  the  acts  againft   the 

MafTachufett's  Bay,  was   the  caufe  of  their  difcontent that  the 

difconient  was  univerfal that  the  object  of  their  oppofition  was 

to  obtain  rcdrefs  of  thofc  grievances,   and  regain  their   former  har- 
mony. 

The  proceedings  of  the  fir  ft  general  congrefs,  were  conformable 
to  the  intention  with  which  Governor  Penn  declares  it  was  planned. 
They  fav  in  their  petition  to  the  throne,  "  We  afk  but  for  peace,  li- 
berty, and  fafety.  We  wifti  not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  nor 
do  we  (olicit  the  grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  favour.  Your  royal 
authority  over  us,  and  our  connection  with  Great  Britain,  we  ihall 
always  carefully  and  zealoufly  endeavour  to  fupport  and  main- 
tain " 

After  the  moft  contemptuous  rejection  of  this  petition,  after  every 
infidious  attempt  to  difunite  and  deftroy  them,  after  the  addition  of 

new  and  general  grievances    to  old  and   particular  ones we  find 

the  late  congrefs  unmoved  in  their  refolution  of  keeping  within  the 
former  line  of  their  demands,  and  preventing  if  poilible,  the  repara- 
tion of  the  two  countries.  In  their  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  late  as  July  the  8th,  1775,  they  fay,  "  We  chear- 
fully  confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch  acts  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
as  (hail  be  reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for 
the  purpofeof  fecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  em- 
pire to  the  mother  country — excluding  every  idea  of  taxation,  inter- 
nal or  external,  for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  fubjedt  in  America  with- 
out their  confent." — So  in  their  laft  petition,  they  declare  themfclves 
'*  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  toafTertand  maintain  the  rights  and, intcrefts  of  his 
maiefty  and  of  the  mother  country.  That  they  do  not  requeft  fuch 
a  conciliation  as  may,  in  any  degree  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity 
or  her  welfare," — and,  in  fine,  **  that  they  hope  for  an  opportunity 
of  evincing  (confident  with  the  prefervation  of  their  liberty)  the  fin- 
cerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion  becoming 
the  moft  dutiful  fubjects,  and  the  moft  affectionate  colonifts." 

Thus  the  colonies  have  conftantly  and  clearly  defined  the  limit 
of  their  rights,  and  the  line  of  their  fubordinatlon.  They  have 
moft  explicitly  ftated  their   grievances,    moft  earneftly   implored  re- 

drefs ; 

*  Parliamentary  Regifter,  page  103.         f  Ibid,  page  87.. 
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drefs  ;  and  avowed  their  determination  to  fubmit  to  the  fupreme  ex- 
ternal controul  of  parliament,  but  not  to  its  internal  authoiity.  It  is 
impofiible  that  any  conduct  can  be  more  open  and  undifguifed.  It 
is  impoiTible  that  any  conduct   can  lefs  deferve   the  cenfure   thrown 

upon  them  in  a  late  fpeech,  that '*  they  meant  only  to  amufe  by 

vague  expreflions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  ftate,  and  the  ftrongeit 
protections  of  loyalty  to  the  king,  while  they  were  preparing  for  a 
general  revolt and  that  the  rebellious  war  now  levied,  is  mani- 
festly carried  on  for  the  purpofe  ot  eftablifhing  an  independent  em- 
pire.*'— I  have  already  proved,  fiom  the  teftimony  of  the  American 
governors,  how  little  foundation  there  is  in  fact  for  fuch  imputa- 
tions. The  impolicy  of  them  is  manifeft.  Can  there  be  a  furer  way 
imagined  of  rendering  fubjects  difloyal,  than  treating  their  ftrongeft 
protections  of  loyalty  as  falfe  and  treacherous?  Is  not  the  conti- 
nually holding  up  to  them  the  flattering  idea  of  an  independent  em- 
pire, drawing  their  attention  and  defire  towards  it  ?  And  when  thefe 
minifters  manifeftly  plan  their  coercive  conduct  upon  that  fnppofition 
they  themfelves  make  independency  neceiTaiily  the  fu eject  of  the 
contelt.  But  to  do  them  juftice,  this  is  not  the  fubject  of  their  con- 
fideration.  They  have  but  one  object  in  view.  It  is  to  bring  the 
queftion  to  the  decifion  of  force,  in  which  they  think  themfelves  de- 
cidedly fuperior.  They  flatter  themfelves  the  conqueil  of  the  colo- 
nies will  enfue,  and  this  will  fubditute  the  government  of  the  fvvord, 
for  that  of  the  law.  How  foon  they  would  transfer  that  government 
to  this  country,  were  they  fuffered  to  fuccecd  in  their  wicked  pur- 
pofe.there,  is  matter  of  the  mod:  ferious  and  alarming  confideration. 
That  they  will  force  the  colonies  to  be  totally  independent,  or  totally 
enflaved,  is  certain.  The  rejecting  their  latt  petition,  the  proclaim- 
ing them  in  rebellion,  the  loading  them  with  invectives  from  the 
throne,  and  the  commencement  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  will  eifec* 
tually  cut  afunder  every  tie  that  united  us,  and  put  them  away  for 
ever.  There  remain  but  a  few  months,  for  the  intervention  of  juf-. 
tice,  wifdom,  and  moderation,  toarreit  this  fatal  event, 

Many  have  been  the  plans  propofed,  to  effect  this  moit  deferable 
purpofe.  May  I  be  permitted  to  offer  mine  ?  It  mould  be  meafured 
by  the  magnanimity  of  the  people,  and  not  by  the  meannefs  of  the 
minifters.  The  fervants  of  Lord  Bute  will  ever  appear  to  me  mean, 
in  proportion  to  the  elevation  of  their  birth,  and  the  fplendor  of  thsir 
race.  Lord  Chatham,  among  the  many  wife  things  he  has  [aid,  never 
advanced  one  of  more  fterHng  wifdom  than  that,  we  mull  repeal  the 
animofity  we  have  occafioned.  This  intention  will  be  the  bafis  of 
my  plan.  It  will  be  a  plan  to  repeal  not  only  the  obnoxious  acts,  bat 
the  animofity  thofe  acts  have  produced.  There  is  a  palTage  in  the 
iaft  humble  petition  from  the   congrefs    to  the  throne,  which  for  its 

wifdom  and  humanity   defcrves  our    moft  feriojs  confideration.- 

"  Knowing,  fay  they,  to  what  violent  refentment  and  incurable  ani- 
mofnies  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and  inflame  the  contend- 
ing parties — we  think  ourfelves  required,  by  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tions to  Almighty  God,  to  your  m.ajefty,  to  our  fellow  fubjefts  and 
ourfdves,  immediately  to  ufe  ail  the  means  indur  power,  not  incoro- 
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patible  with  our  fafely,  for  ftopping  the  further  effufion  of  blodd,  and 
for  averting  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  Britifh  em- 
pire. *' 

Let  us  then,  equally  impreded  with  the  folemnity  of  the  fubject, 
equally  apprized  of  what  muft  be  the  fatal  confequences  of  a  conti- 
nuance of  thefe  meafures,  approach  the  temple  of  peace  with  the 
fame  wife,  humane,  and  hallowed  intentions. 

Thefpirit  that  has  produced  thefe  difturbances,  was  narrow,  ty- 
rannical, and  extortionate.  The  fpirit  that  heals  them  muft  be  li- 
beral,  juft  and  generous.  Such  a  fpirit  will  not  only  be  conciliating, 
but  commanding.  It  will  command,  as  freemen  ought  to  be  com- 
manded, by  its  intrinfic  luftre  and  worth,  by  the  refpect,  attachment, 
confidence,  and  affection  which  fuch  genuine  Worth  procures. 

Founded  upon  fuch  fentiments,  which  I  am  petfuaded  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  moft  real  benefits,  my  propofition  is  (hortly  this • 

Repeal  all  the  laws,  or  pnrts  of  laws,  of  which  they  have  complained. 
Recal  your  fleets  and  armies.  Pafs  an  act  of  oblivion.  Let  his  ma- 
jefty  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  refpectable  governors  to  his  colo- 
nies, with  iuftruclions  to  call  aiTemblies  immediately;  defire  of  them 
to  revife  the  ftate  of  their  trade,  and  fhew  what  reflraints  may  be 
removed  with  profit  to  them,  and  without  lofs  to  us.  If  upon  due 
revifion  here,  this  fhould  appear  to  be  fact,  let  thofe  reflraints  be 
removed  accordingly.  Then  let  requifitions  be  made  for  the  grant 
of  fuch  fupplies  from  them,  as  may  contribute  to  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt. 

This  is  my  plan.  By  the  firff.  part  of  it,  you  will  regain  their  con- 
fidence and  affection — by  the  fecond,  yoa  will  open  new  fources  for 
their  indufhy  and  enterprize  to  acquire  wealth — by  the  lair,  you  will 
furnifh  them  the  wifhed  for  opportunity  of  evincing  the  fincerity  of 
their  profeffions,  by  contributing  liberally  and  largely,  out  of  their 
acquisitions,  to  the  necefiities  of  the  mother  country.  I  have  ftipula- 
ted  no  declarations  on  our  fide — no  tefts  on  theirs.  Every  thing  is 
left  to  the  lilent  operation  of  that  confidence  and  affection  which  I 
am  fure  a  liberal  and  generous  conduct  will  infpire.  If  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  conceiving  this,  or  of  fruiting  to  it;  all  I  can  fay  is,  that  we 
are  incapable  of  governing  fuch  a  body  of  freemen.  They  muft  be 
cultivated,  not  coerced.     From   conciliation  we   may    expect   every 

thing from   compulfion  nothing.     Till  we  learn  this  lefTon 

till  we  remember  that  free  fpirits  may  be  led,  but  cannot  be  driven; 
we  (hail  never  know  the  true  art  of  governing.  Lord  Bolingbroke 
obferves,  with  his  ufual  fagacity,  that — '*  the  fpirit  of  liberty  will 
give  greater  firength,  as  well  as  procure  greater  eafe  to  government, 
than  any  abfohne  monarch  can  hope  to  find  in  the  moft  abject  fpirit 
•which  principles  of  blind  fubmiffion  and  paflive  obedience  are  capa- 
ble of  infpiring."  We  have  tried  what  force  can  do.  Have  we  any 
reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  experiment?  Let  us  try  free-will.  There  is 
no  middle  way.  An  accommodation  formed  upon  negotiation  and 
ftipulations,  will  be  precarious  and  ineffectual.  Stipulations  are  al- 
ways felt  as  fetters,  which  free  minds  are  for  ever  endeavouring  to 
throw  off-.     A  gratuitous,   unconditional   redrefs,    is    becoming   the 

dignity 
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digoity  of  a  commanding  people.    When  fair  and  honourable  means 
have  failed,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  renew  the  hitherto  unavailing 
experiment  of  force. 

■■  But  what,  fays  the  financier,  is  peace  to  us  without  money  I 
Tour  plan  gives  us  no  revenue.  No  !  but  it  does— for  it  fecures  to 
the  fubject,  the  power  of  refufal;  the  fir  ft  of  all  revenues.  Expe- 
rience is  a  cheat,  and  fact  a  liar,  if  this  power  in  the  fubject  of  pro- 
portioning his  grant,  or  of  not  granting  at  all,  has  not  been  found 
the  richeft  mine  of  revenue  ever  difcovered  by  the  (kill  or  by  the  for- 
tune of  man.  It  does  not  indeed  vote  you  152,750/.  us.  2%d.  no, 
nor  any  other  paltry  limited  fum.  But  it  gives  the  ftrong  box  itfelf, 
the  fund,  the  bank,  from  whence  only  revenues  can  arife  among  a 
people  fenfible  of  freedom  :  pofita  hiditur  area.  Cannot  you  in  Eng- 
land ;  cannot  you  at  this  time  of  day;  cannot  you,  an  houfe  of  com- 
mons, truft  to  the  principle  which  has  raifed  fo  mighty  a  revenue3 
and  accumulated  a  debt  of  near  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  in 
this  country?  ' 

"  Is  this  principle  to  be  true  in  England,  and  falfe  every  where  elfe  ? 
Isit  not  true  in  Ireland  ?  Has  it  not  hitherto  been  true  in  the  colo- 
nies ?  Why  fhould  you  prefume  that,  in  any  country,  a  body  duly 
conftitutcd  for  any  function,  will  neglect  to  perform  its  duty,  and  ab- 
dicate its  truft  ?  Such  a  prefumption  would  goagaisft  all  goverment 
in  all  modes.  But,  in  truth,  this  dread  of  penury  of  fijpply,  from  a 
free  alTembly,  has  no  foundation  in  nature.  For  firft  obferve,  that 
befides  the  defire  which  all  men  have  naturally  of  fupporting  the  ho- 
nour of  their  own  government  \  that  fenfe  of  dignity,  and  that  fecu- 
rity  to  property,  whichever  attends  freedom,  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
creafe  the  ftock  of  the  free  community.  Moft  may  be  taken  where 
moft  is  accumulated.  And  what  is  the  foil  or  climate  where  expe- 
rience has  not  uniformly  proved,  that  the  voluntary  flow  of  heaped- 
up  plenty,  burfting  from  the  weight  of  its  own  rich  luxuriance, 
has  ever  run  with  a  more  copious  ftream  of  revenue,  than  could  be 
fqueezed  from  the  dry  hulks  of  opprefTed  indigence,  by  the  ftraining 
of  all  the  political  machinery  in  the  world*." 

Let  U6  then  change  this  new  fyftem  of  ftatutes,  regulations,  and 
coertion,  productive  only  of  diflentions,  ruinous  expence,  and  blood  ; 
for  the  energy  of  mild  and  generous  government,  under  which  our 
union  was  firm  and  uninterupted,  our  commerce  profperous,  our  arms 
triumphant,  fuch  copious  fupplies  were  granted,  fuch  ftrenuous  exer- 
tions made,  as  procured  them  the  repeated  approbation  of  his  majefiy, 
of  the  late  king,  and  of  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Can  it  but  wound 
every  feeling  of  dignity  about  us,  that  inftead  of  this  conduct,  honon- 
rable  for  us  and  happy  for  them,  not  a  feflion  has  palTed  away,  fmce 
the  commencement  of  this  new  fyftem,  without  the  re-iteration  of 
fuch  ungracious  words,  from  the  throne,  from  parliament,  and  from 
individuals  in  high  office,  as cowards — 1 — ungrateful perfi- 
dious  feditious rebellious  people.  Such  refentful  and  inju- 
rious words,  followed  by  acts  full  of  equal  injury  and  refentment, 
have  at  length  produced  the  refinance  which  we  call  rebellion.    The 

torv 
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tory  doctrines  of  pafliye  obedience' and  non  refinance  are  renewed 
upon  this  fubject.  My  thoughts  upon  it  are  within  a  very  narrow 
compafs. 

The  ccnftitutional  right  of  refinance,  carried  into  execution, 
effected  the  glorious  revolution,  and  placed  the  crown  upon  the  an- 
ceftors  of  our  prefent  mofl  gracious  fovereign,  who  wears  it  only  on 
the  authority  of  that  right.  When  that  right  of  refinance  is  to 
be  exercifed,  mult  be  determined  by  the  community  which  is  affected 
by  the  grievance  they  think  proper  to  refill:.  The  revolution  was 
founded  on  the  fenfe  ef  Great  Britain,  without  confulting  the  colo- 
nies; becaufe  Great  Britain  was  more  immediately  preffed  and  en- 
dangered by  the  grievances  they  oppofed.  The  preicnt  oppoiitioo. 
in  the  colonies  is  founded  upon  their  fenfe  of  grievances,  particularly 
affecting  them,  It  is,  I  confefs,  therefore,  impoflible  for  me  to  com- 
prehend, how  the  one  can  be  juftly  called  a  conititutional  refinance, 
and  the  other  an  unnatural  rebellion. 

The  colonies  hare  been  accufed  of  not  intending  the  concilia- 
tion they  implore  ;  becaufe  while  they  hold  the  olive  branch  in  one 
hand,  they  brandifh  the  drawn  fword  in  the  other.  Their  humble 
petition  to  the  throne  was  accompanied,  it  is  faid,  with  an  addrefs  to 
the  people,  and  a  declaration  of  their  reafons  for  taking  up  arms. 
While  they  fue  for  peace,  they  are  preparing  for  war.  All  this,  I 
believe,  is  perfectly  true;  and  yet  when  fairly  eftimated,  it  argues 
rot  the  leaft  infincerity.  Peace  or  war  is  in  the  arbitration  of  the  mi- 
Riftry;  not  of  them.  The  miniftry  are  invading — they  are  defend- 
ing their  country.  Self-defence  therefore  obliges  them  to  prepare 
for  war,  till  they  are  fure  of  peace.  But  there  is  no'fuch  obligation 
on  the  miniftry.  They  may  defift  from  preparations  for  war,  the 
moment  they  are  refolved  upon  peace.  Their  military  arrangements 
and  preparations  carry  conviction  to  all  the  world  that  they  mean 
war,  and  war  only.  To  act  thus,  with  pacific  intentions,  would  be 
an  abfurdity  too  great  even  for  them  to  commit.  In  this  fituation  of 
things,  they  will  neither  cover  their  own  perfidy,  by  profeffions  of 
honeilv  ;  nor  injure  others,  by  their  unjuft  accufations.  Compare 
what  they  have  put  into  his  Majefty's  mouth  this  year,with  what  they 
told  us,  through  the  fame  conveyance,  laft  year,  and  judge  candidly. 
— — "  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  confpiracy,  have,^ 
in  the  conduct  of  it,  derived  great  advantage  from  the  difference  of 
our  intentions  and  theirs.  They  meant  only  to  amufe  by  vague 
expreffions  of  attachment  to  the  pa  pent  ftate,  and  the  ftrongeft: 
proteftations  of  loyalty  to  me,  whiltt  they  were  preparing  for  a  gene- 
ral revolt.  On  our  part,  though  it  was  declared  in  your  lalt  fef- 
fion,  that  a  rebellion  exifted  within  the  province  of  the  Maffachufett's 
Bay,  yet  even  that  province  we  wiuhed  rather  to  reclaim  than  to 
fubdue.  The  refolutions  of  Parliament  breathed  a  fpirit  of  modera- 
tion and  forbearance. " 

The  following  meffage  from  his  Majefly  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1775,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  will  (hew  by  what  kind  of  a  re- 
claiming fpirit,   his  minifters  were  animated "  His  Majefly  being 

determined,  in  confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 


ment."— 
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ment" — breathing  a  fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance — to — 
what  ?  withdraw  the  army  of  irritation  and  reflore  peace  ;  no- — — 
"  to  take  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  meafures  for  fupporting  the 
juft  rights  of  his  crown  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  thinks 
proper  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  fome  addition  to  his  forces,  by 
by  fea  and  land;  will  be  neceflary  for  that  purpofe"— the  purpofe,  we. 
prefume  of  moderation  and  forbearance — "  and  doubts  not  but  his 
faithful  Commons,  on  wbofe<  zeal  and  affection''-^ — -their  penfions, 

places,  &c.  being  of  no  influence ••'  he  entirely  relies,  will  enable 

him  to  make  fuch  augmentation  to  his  forces,  as  on  the  prefent  occa- 
sion (hall  be  thought  proper." 

This  meiTage  is  pregnant  with  proof  not  only  with  what  Jfincerity 
the  minifters  intended  to  reclaim  and  not  to  fubdue,  but  that  they 
believed  the  fame  candid  fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance  infpi- 
red  the  two  Houfes.  Actuated  by  this  fpiiit,  they  fent  the  fineft 
army-that  ever  went  from  England,  double  officered, which  never  wair 
known  before,  with  three  of  their  moft.  able  generals,  the  bell  train 
of  artillery  that 'this  country,  or  perhaps  the  world  ever  faw,  and 
feventy  fail  of  (hips  to  carry  the  olive  branch  to  the  rebellious  Ame- 
ricans. Never  was  a  fpirit  of  forbearance  fo  happily  difplaye.d  _beT 
fore;  never  were  pacific  intentions  arrayed  in  fuch  military  fplen- 
dour.  To  complete  this  forbearing  plan,  orders  were  fent  to  Gene- 
neral  Gage  to  march  out  and  begin  the  reduction  of  New  England  ; 
which  he  immediately,  tho"  not  very  aufpiciou/ly,  commenced. 

The  two  houfes  of  parliament,  gave  as  unequivocal  proofs  of  their 
difpofition.  They  voted  that  their  was  a  rebellion  in  the  Maflachu- 
fett's  Bay,  abetted  by  other  colonies,  they  offered  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes to  fubdue  it,  they  granted  all  the  force  that  was  aflced,  they  paf- 
fed-the  acts  for  prohibiting  the  trade  of  all  the  colonies,'  preventing 
them  from  catching  fiih,  and  ftarving  them  intafabmifiion.  Every 
creature,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  from  the  prime  minifler  to 
the  loweft  city  runner  for  adminiftration,  was  loudly  boaftfufof  the 
decifive  meafures  determined  upon  by  government,  the  vigour  of 
which  they  affirmed  would  bring  thecolonies  to  immediate  fubmiiEon. 
Yet  now  when  their  boaftings  have  turned  out  vain,  when  confullon, 
defeat,  and  disappointment  have  attended  all  tl;eir  operations,  they 
plead  a  fpirit  of  forbearance  and  moderation  as  having  marred  their 
meafures.  Untaught  by  experience,'  unmoved  by  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences,  they  perfevere  in  oppreilion  which  they  canno?  juftify,  and 
are  plunging  this  unhappy  country  deeper  and  .deeper,  into  difficul- 
ties and  diftreffes  from  which  no  human  wifd-om  or  virtue  will  be 
able  to  redeem  her.  Such  is  the  dark  and  melancholy  profpect  o( 
the  prefent  times. 

I  have  thus  delivered  my  thoughts  upon  this  momentous  fubjeCh 
Out  of  the  fulnefs  of  the  heart,  the  tongue  fpeaketh.  I  have  much. 
indulgence  to  afk  for  the  prefent,  as  well  as  many  thanks  to  re- 
turn for  the  partiality  with    which  my  former  appeal    wac.  received. 
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I  hare  endeavoured  to  ftiew  my  gratitude,  by  faithfully  pointing 
out  the  folly  that  prompts,  and  the  ruin  that  awaits,  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  unnatural  war.  But  I  am  afraid  the  die  is  thrown,  and 
we  muft  ftand  the  hazard.  I  am  afraid  that  good  men  have  no- 
thing now  to  do9  but  to  weep  over,  what  they  cannot  prevent 
the  ruin  of  their  country. 

0  patria  f  0  divum  domus  IlHum  I  fy  inclyta  belk 
Mania  Dardanidum! 
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